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THE PASTOR'S PEN

It really is only a game. Sometimes we take sports too
seriously, and in unhealthy and unspiritual ways. We
need to remember which things that are substantively a
part of life and which things which are just a game. We
need to work hard on keeping that from getting twisted.
I mention this because of a couple a situations
surrounding the National Football League. There is no
spectator sport that I like to watch more than the NFL.
I have gone to a few games, mostly to see the Titans,
but enjoy it almost as much in front of my television.
But I work to keep it in perspective.

I mention this because of some situations regarding
NFL games that are unsettling. One is the account of a
man in Georgia who was a New Orleans Saints fan who
shot two San Francisco 49ers fans because they were
cheering for their team in an Applebee’s Restaurant.
One is in serious condition. It boggles my mind that
one would compromise another human’s life. It takes it
to another low when it is over something as
meaningless as a sports event.

On another note, now that the Denver Broncos football
time has lost and are out of the playoffs I want to
confess that I have mixed feelings about their
quarterback Tim Tebow. Tim Tebow is the quarterback
for the Denver Broncos. Though many professional
analysts clearly state that he does not have the skills one
would normally expect out of a quarterback at the
professional level he was able to do something that was
beyond the expectation of him. The Broncos had lost
four of their first five games of the season and decided
to insert Tim Tebow as the starting quarterback. Tebow
was able to lead the Broncos to victory and eventually a
string of victories were to follow, with many of those
victories coming in dramatic fashion. They won
enough games to make it to the playoffs and then beat a
favored Pittsburgh Steelers team.

However, the following week the Broncos lost badly to
the New England Patriots.

Even though many NFL teams have had miraculous
finishes to their season and have gone on and won
playoff games there are one characteristic about Tim
Tebow that I feel warrants my taking the time to write
about it. Tebow is very strong in his Christian faith. I
believe that his faith is clear and sincere. Tebow could
be seen praying during the game at various points and
even after the game, regardless of the outcome. Praying
is what is expected of Christians (James 5:16). And
even in these situations prayer is more than appropriate.
That is not where my mixed feelings come in.

I have mixed feelings because there will be those who
have misinterpretations when they see him praying.
Because he has had success on the field this year some
have come to believe that his success is divine
intervention because of his faith. God does intervene in
our lives. Whether it is Moses and the people of Israel
crossing the Red Sea (Exodus 14) or Martin Luther
King Jr. and many others seeking to cross the Edmund
Pettis Bridge in Alabama God is working on behalf of
them. But I get concerned that there are those who feel
God cares about who wins a football game. God does
not roll like that. God is concerned about things that
add to the quality and character of life (John 10:10).
God is concerned about our understanding that we need
to give him Glory for the things he does do for us,
whether they are ordinary or extraordinary (Revelation
19:7).

Enjoy games, and other recreational activities. But
don’t let them consume you to the degree that you lose
perspective on things which really matter.

Kelly M. Smith Jr.
Pastor
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FBCCH MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
1. What is your name?
(If you hold a church title please include that as well.)
James R. Collier MD
Vice-Chair of the Deacons Ministry
2. What brought you to FBCCH?
My darling wife, Conra Lette Gandy. We were
married in the old Church on 8th and Charlotte
by your grandfather, the late Rev. Dr. Kelly
Miller Smith Sr. in 1968.
3. What is your spiritual goal or aim for this Church
year?
To become more mature in my Spiritual walk of
faith through study of the Bible, attendance at
Bible Study and Sunday School. Establishing
more discipline in reaching the "unsaved' who
are outside the doors of FBCCH, but not beyond
the reach of God's Love nor of the great
commission God has given us.
4. 'Who’s on your CD player or iPod right now?
Dr, Matthew Kennedy- Familiar favorites,
Pavarotti,, Sacred Journey - Fisk Jubilee
singers, First Baptist Sings, Nat King Cole at
Christmas, Handel's Messiah and the
Temptations.
5. The one famous person you would like to meet?
President Barack Obama.
6. The best thing about living in Nashville is?
It is an educational, cultural entertainment and
sports paradise. Great weather, beautiful
seasons, central location. Close to my family and
dearest friends.
7. We can catch you an a rainy day doing what?
Finishing Dr. Lovetts’ book on HBCU'S.
I recently completed one by another local
historian (Thomas Flagel) on the Civil War and
Nelson Mandela’s Conversations with Myself.
8. My favorite restaurant in Nashville is?
Sambuca’s in Midtown.
9. One interesting fact someone may not know about
you?
That I once served as Medical Commander of the
the Prototype Mash Unit which was used in
Desert Storm. My unit was selected with me in
Command at that time to provide the medical
care for President Ronald Reagan, when he and
the President met In Mazatlan Mexico in
February of 1988 to sign agreements dealing
with drug flow and access.
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Hundreds of medical assets were employed from
multiple locations and I still have the presidential
letter of thanks in my office at work. I retired
from the Air Force after 20 yrs in 1992.

10. Words you live by or best advice given?
Never let some one else out work you or out
study you.

11. The best place you ever travelled to?
Jerusalem especially the '"Wailing Wall'' and
Temple Mount, but I have great memories of
Spain, Germany , England, Portugal, Africa,
France, Greece, Italy and Turkey.

12. My friends come to me about advice on what?
Surgical, Medical, Spiritual and political
conditions or situations.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
Dinner is at 5:00 p.m. with classes beginning at 6:00
p.m. Pastor Smith will be teaching the adults. Other
classes will be offered for children and youth.

CHRISTMAS PLAY DVDs
"With Love at Christmas" DVDs are in. If you placed
an order for a copy of the Christmas play DVD please
prepare to pick it up immediately following this
Sunday's worship service. If you would still like to
purchase a copy, the cost is $15.00 each. Thank you.

LIFE STORIES FOR
SPIRITUAL GROWTH
SUNDAY CHURCH SCHOOL
OPEN HOUSE

Are you looking for drama, romance, intrigue, thrillers,
mystery and more? Join us each Sunday at Sunday
Church School. The Sunday school will host an Open
House on Sunday, January 29, 2012 at 8:45 a.m. There
are classes for all ages. Come and explore life stories
that give insight into God’s love and plan of redemption
for humanity.

Reverend Dr. Arrold N. Martin,
Sunday Church School Superintendent
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REMINDER
THIS AFTERNOON
HBCU NATIONAL CHOIR
GRAND OLE OPRY DEBUT

Grand Ole Opry and Opryland Resort and Convention
Center has extended an invitation to be the host
sponsors to bring to Nashville the Nation’s 1st and only
National Historically Black Colleges and Universities
National Concert Choir. It is vital we gain the Nashville
community’s support and the presence of community
leaders, organizations, congregations and school
districts at the Grand Ole Opry debut of the HBCU
National Concert Choir in Nashville.  This Sunday,
January 22, 2012, at 5:00 p.m. the concert will
showcase the talent of 105 selected voices from the
community of the nation’s Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCUs). This will be the first_ time in
the history of the Grand Ole Opry and the HBCU
community for these institutions to collectively grace
this nationally-renowned stage with stellar voices in
song and with soloist Shirley Caesar’s "Let Freedom
Sing"  Concert. (Concert video www.hbcuchoirs-
105.org / 3rd flashing screen. Tickets are now on sale
at the Grand Ole Opry for $25, $35, $55. To reserve
special seats and group block ticket form, visit
www.hbcuchoirs-105.org. Please contact Ms. Bonita
Church, bonitachurchl @aol.com to assist with reserved
block tickets. You may contact Rosetta Miller Perry at
the Tennessee Tribune for tickets.

Dr. Matthew Kennedy will be one of six Honorees.

REMINDER

Please be reminded of the photography exhibit at the
Bishop Joseph Johnson Cultural Center on Vanderbilt
Campus. It contains beautiful photographs of the MLK
Memorial in Washington, DC. The photographer is
Lucius “Lou” Outlaw. The exhibit is open through
February 3, 2012 from 8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m., Monday —
Friday.

CRESA LENOX CIRCLE
The Cresa Lenox Circle will meet at 11:00 a.m. on
Saturday, January 21, 2012 at the church. All members
are asked to be present and plan to bring refreshments
to share.

Carole McDaniel, Circle Leader
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MARTIN LUTHER KING., JR. DAY AND MARCH
We are very proud of the thirty persons who
participated in the MLK Day and March in different
manners. The day began at 8:00 a.m. with a delicious
breakfast prepared by Trustees Paul Robertson and Bill
McDaniel and Diane Robertson. Next, the youth
presented an awesome program that they developed
themselves. The weather forecast had said that it would
not rain, but it did. The youth, Pastor Smith, Deacon
Ronald McFarland, Deacon James R. Collier, Hortensia
McFarland, Valerie Hayes, Sharanda Smith, and the
youth directors walked to Jefferson Street Baptist
Church and then to Gentry Center. Miles Slay did an
awesome job as the lead singer at the Convocation. He
received a standing ovation. Trustee Zelma Ewing and
Carrie Gentry rode in the van. After the Convocation,
the youth went to eat at Popeye’s. After lunch, they
went to see “A Joyful Noise” at the Carmike Theater in
100 Oaks. A special thank you is extended to Zelma
Ewing who chauffeured the youth in the van. Our day
ended at 6:00 p.m. First Baptist, we want you to start
preparing now so that we can have greater participation
next year.

Lueatrice Green Lovett and Lolita Slay

BLACK HISTORY MONTH

The youth intend to develop a display for Black History
Month.  Each Sunday in February, a youth will
highlight an African-American figure. We are learning
and passing on the knowledge! We want to highlight
the unsung heroes of First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill.
If you have pictures that we can borrow and share,
please let us know.

Whitley Campbell
Youth Reporter

OUTREACH PANTRY
Please continue to contribute to the Outreach Pantry.
Your donations of non-perishable food are appreciated.




VOL. 51 -No. 17

FAMILY SEEDS
“What did you learn in class tonight?” (Listen.)
“In my class, we discussed . . ..” (Share.)

Dear Parents,

The SEED Bible study will resume in the month of
February. Based on my SEED experience last semester,
it occurred to me that because these classes are divided
by age, this is a chance for parents to encourage their
children—especially  teenagers—to  seize  their
opportunity to really learn what it is to be a Christian so
that even children can help other people to accept Jesus
Christ as Lord and Savior. I wonder if one way to do
this might be for you parents to make time each week to
have conversations with your child(ren) about what you
all learned in your SEED classes. By holding young
people accountable, they might “get it” that the class is
not just a “social hour,” but a ‘“growing hour.”
Wouldn’t it be something if the youth and adults of
First Baptist were intent on moving from traditional
membership to effective discipleship? Perhaps the
significant link between teacher and student just might
be the committed family. So let us as a church family
strive together to fulfill Jesus’ great commission (Matt.
28:19-20). What do you think?

Submitted by:
Jean Lambert

RETIREES’ ANNUAL VALENTINE LUNCHEON

When: February 14, 2011

Time: 11:00 a.m.
Location: Harper’s Restaurant
2610 Jefferson Street

(Meals are “Dutch Treat,”

at each person’s expense.)
Each attendee is to bring a signed Valentine card for
self and number of invited guest.

THANK YOU
First Baptist Family,
Thank you so much for every act of kindness shown to
us following the death of our loved one, James Barbee.
We are blessed to be surrounded by a caring church
family. Continue to pray for us as we continue our
journey without him.

The Barbee Family
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CONGRATULATIONS

FBCCH congratulates Dr. Bobby Lovett upon his
retirement from Tennessee State University after 38
years of “encouragement and support from the
Nashville Community.” Dr. Lovett is the author of
several books and articles. He is the founding
Chairman of the Annual Local Conference on Afro-
American Culture and History (1981-2002). He is the
Black History Editor for The Torch. We wish him well
during his retirement. Best wishes also to the family.

“LITTLE DRESSES FOR AFRICA"

INTEREST GROUP TO MEET
All individuals who may be interested in sharing in the
Little Dresses for Africa Mission effort are asked to
meet every second Friday of each month at 11:00 a.m.
in the Conference Room of the Ennix/Jones Building.
The Project involves limited sewing, as well as other
tasks. The major activity of the group will be
to transform regular pillowcases into dresses/shifts for
little girls in Africa. These dresses are seen as not only
“clothing” for impoverished children, but a ray of hope
and self-esteem. The dresses may be adorned as the
group wishes by adding bric-a-brac, ribbons, lace, etc.,
Although one might not “sew,” there is still a place for
“helping hands in this project.” Lunch will be available
immediately following the meeting for those who
attend. Do come out and join this meaningful activity
and fellowship.

Pillowcase donations are an on-going effort, as well. A
container to receive pillowcases is located in the
Frankie Pierce Lounge.

Tommie Morton-Young, Chair
Outreach Ministry

FOSTER GRANDPARENT PROGRAM

Fifty Forward’s Foster Grandparent program is seeking
seniors who enjoy working with children. Seniors must
be 55 or older and available to volunteer 4 hours each
day / 5 days each week. Individuals will receive a small
hourly living stipend, free lunch each day and
transportation allowance to make a difference in the life
of a child. Contact Penny Gammons at (615) 743-3420
for more information
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WOMEN’S CONFERENCE
FBCCH women, where will you be on July 21-27,
20127 Attending the National Women’s Conference at
our Millennium Maxwell House Hotel? The conference
is sponsored by the American Baptist Women’s
Ministries.

Mrs. Virginia Holmstrom, Executive Director of
ABW’s Ministries, Valley Forge, PA, graciously
invited us to attend the conference. Plans are underway
to provide spirit-filled activities like daytime
workshops, evening worship services, fellowship with
women from across the country and Puerto Rico,
interesting tours, recreation and relaxation, and so much
more. Registration fee is $105 and double-room rate is
$79 each night, including three meals.

Our women can also join with New Vision Baptist
Church women in serving as volunteers in various
capacities during the conference. More information is
forthcoming.

Jean Lambert, President ABW’s Ministries

FREE TAX PREPARTAION
Below are sites where you can receive assistance with
your taxes if you made $49,000 or less last year. The
sites are: Neighborhood Network Center, Sam Levy
Community Center, 302 Foster Street, 37207
(behind Caldwell Elementary School).
January 24 — April 14, 2012
Walks-in Only; No Appointments
Tuesday & Thursday, 9:00 a.m. — 7:00 p.m.
Friday, 8:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m. — 3 p.m.
John Henry Hale Community Center, 1433 Jo
Johnston Avenue (corner of 16™ Avenue North)
Appointment Only
January 26 — April 12, 2012 (Thursdays)
Call 298-6752 to schedule an appointment.

If you are unavailable this date/time, please call United
Way at 21l for other FREE locations in Davidson
County. Save your money by not having to pay to get
your taxes done. Please take advantage of this FREE
opportunity!

Lueatrice Green Lovett
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KROGER GIFT CARDS

The Endowment Board wishes to thank you for your
continuing support and wishes to remind you that the
Kroger Company contributes to the church’s
Endowment Fund each time we use our Kroger Gift
Card to make purchases at Kroger stores. The
Endowment Board’s goal is to get 100% of the
congregation participating in this important program.
When our Kroger Gift Cards’ reload reaches $5,000.00
or more, the church receives a check from Kroger for
4% of all associated reloads.

Below is a YTD summary of Kroger Card Activity:

Reporting Total

Period Sales/Reloads | Rebate
12/26/10-
01/22/11 $6,236.30 $249.45
01/23/11-
02/19/11 $8,136.00 $325.44
02/20/11-
03/19/11 $8, 524.37 $340.97
03/20/11-
04/16/11 $8,014.00 $320.56
04/17/11-
05/1411 $7, 887.70 $315.51
05/15/11-
06/11/11 $7,923.40 $316.94
06/12/11-
07/09/11 $8,625.92 $345.04
07/10/11-
08/06/11 $6,969.00 $278.76
08/07/11-
09/03/11 $7,230.00 $289.20
09/04/11-
10/01/11 $6,487.00 $259.48
10/2/22-
10/29/11 $5,881.68 $235.27
10/30/11-
11/26/11 $7,664.96 $306.60
11/2711-
12/24/11 $9,168.77 366.75

If you do not have a First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill
Kroger Gift Card or if your card has expired, please see
or call Deacon Ronald McFarland or Trustee Paul
Robertson. We also encourage you to use the Kroger
Gift Cards to purchase gasoline.
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OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY, INC.
GAMMA PHI CHAPTER
2012 SCHOLARSHIP PROCESS

Please see the youth directors for information about the
Gamma Phi Chapter Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.,
Scholarship.  This selection process is conducted
annually in conjunction with our National Talent Hunt
Demonstration. Gamma Phi Chapter Scholarship
Committee members will make selections from the pool
of applicants received by the designated deadline.
Gamma Phi Chapter will select and award $2,000 to (2)
outstanding young people on or about February 15,
2012. The students and their parents will be invited to
join the men of Gamma Phi Chapter at their annual
Talent Hunt Demonstration on February 26, 2012 where
the awards will be presented publically.

Gamma Phi Chapter requests that each student
submitting an application ensure they are postmarked
no later than midnight, Saturday, February 4, 2012 and
mailed to:

Gamma Phi Chapter

OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY, INC.

Scholarship Committee

6777 Christiansted Lane

Nashville, TN 37211
For additional questions, please call 615-915-1304.
Thank you for your interest, and best wishes in all your
endeavors.

Scholarship Committee

TORCH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements for The Torch should be submitted two
weeks in advance of the event as much as possible. This
will assist in making sure the announcements are listed
in a timely manner.

NOTICE- NOTICE- NOTICE
To all groups needing entry and use of the church
sanctuary and Ennix-Jones Center during the week,
please call the church office at 255-8757 in advance of
your event. This is to ensure personnel are available to
allow entry and to have a record for security purposes.
Your cooperation is highly appreciated.

Paul E. Robertson,
Chair, Trustee Board
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PRAYER LIST

Mrs. Catherine Barbee 1723 26™ Ave. N 37208
Major Alicia R. Bodie US Army

TN State Veterans’ Home
2865 E. Main Street, West #23
Humboldt, TN 38343

3525 Geneva Circle 37209
1508 Charlotte Ave. 37203

Dr. Kermit Brown

Mrs. Ivanetta Davis
Dr. Morris Haddox, Sr.

Mr. Oliver Hardge California
PO3 Antoinette Ingram US Navy
Mrs. Derryl Jones 2982 Madison Square Blvd.
Lavergne, TN 37086
Dr. Calvin King 626 North 5™ Street 37207
Mrs. Ida Lewis 341 South 5™ St. 37206
Mr. J. D. Martin Georgia
Mr. Derrick McDaniel #6653 Critical Tower
Vanderbilt Hospital

Mrs. Rose McDonald Kelly Miller Smith Towers
#309, 2136 CIiff Dr. 37218
3255 Kings Lane
Nashville, TN 37218

9344 Shadow Point Circle
Chattanooga, TN 37421
4112 West Hamilton Rd.
Nashville, TN 37218

3875 Lunn Drive, 37218
644 Revels Drive, 37207
8004 Pine Forest Drive
Nashville, TN 37221

208 B Birmingham 2
Bordeaux Hospital

1414 County Hospital Rd. 37218

Mrs. Naomi Norman
Mrs. Marian Officer
Mr. Alfonso B. Patton

Mrs. Katie Reed
Mr. Harvey Sims
Mrs. Helen Smith

Mrs. Annice Snodgrass

Mrs. Bertha Taylor 105 Valley Green Dr.
Antioch, TN 37013
3747 Westport Drive
Nashville, TN 37218
Mr. Walter Vincent 4824 Fairmeade Ct. 37218
CWO3 LaTonya Ingram Wallace US Navy
Gloria Westbrook 210 Chapel Ave. 37206
Mrs. Jennie P. Wilkins 832 Inverness Ave. 37204
In order to make our prayer list current, please let
the church office know if you (or someone you
know) have changed address, or if someone should

be added to or removed from the prayer list.

Mrs. Dorothy Vassall

6
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DIGEST OF SERMON

“GUILT BY ASSOCIATION”
Pastor Kelly M. Smith Jr.
10:00 a. m., January 15, 2012

Scriptural Text: Mark 13:9-13
Focus Verse: Mark 13:9

The book of Mark is the shortest of the four gospels in
the Bible. There are only 16 chapters in this entire
book.

Question to ponder: “If you were accused of being a
Christian, would there be enough evidence to prove it?”
We are accused of our association with many things in
life; sometimes those associations are contrary to our
best interests. However, we should never be ashamed
or apologetic about being identified with Jesus Christ.
There is more to this than just claiming to be a
Christian. Too often the label is loosely used. It is
about an intentional willingness to be identified with
Jesus.

All through His life, Jesus had to deal with many
different kinds of associations. How do you handle
being found guilty because of your associations? How
do you handle being found guilty of your association
with Jesus Christ? Be identified, but do not be
ashamed! Stand by the power of the Holy Spirit and do
not be afraid.

Jesus warned His disciples to be on guard because of
their association with Him. How do we prepare for our
association with Jesus?

Point 1 — We Must Be Willing To Be On _Guard.
Jesus tells us that because of our association with Him,
people will come after us and try to do various things to
us. We are not to be surprised by this and we must be
on guard, so that our responses are appropriate with the
characteristics of a Christian.
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Point 2 — We Must Trust the Power of the Spirit.
Jesus tells His disciples to stand guard, trouble may be
lurking. But He doesn’t tell them to run for cover.
Instead, He tells them to preach the gospel. When
persons attack us because of our association with Jesus
Christ, we must take these opportunities to speak the
Words of Jesus Christ. We must trust that, during these
times, the Holy Spirit will give us what it is that we
must say. In the midst of these times, there is a
presence that can come over us to let us know that
things will be all right. Jesus wants us to know that that
presence is the Holy Spirit, when we speak on behalf of
the Gospel.

Point 3 — We Must Stand Firm for the Right Thing.
In the framework of the Christian faith, there will be
conflicts in the family. Jesus makes some unsettling
clams: brothers betraying brothers, father against child,
and children rebelling against parents. Yet we still must
know what’s worth standing for. Those of us who are
people of faith must make some determinations on how
we will stand. We can stand firm knowing that God is
always there. Be not afraid to be called guilty by
association, when that association is with Jesus Christ!

Respectfully submitted:
Marquentas Smith Deaderick

IMPORTANT NOTE
If you should need pastoral assistance, please contact
the Deacon of the Week for assistance.
January 22 Beverly M. Brown (615) 885-5334
January 29 Emmitt Hayes (615) 791-4624

THE CIRCLES
The circles of First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill receive
new members according to the Sunday a woman joins
our church family.
January 22
January 29

Clark-Smith-Stokes
Matrons
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BIBLE READINGS
January 22: Genesis 50:15-26

“Reconciliation in the Family”

January 23: Psalm 77:11-20
“A Mighty Redemption”

January 24: Exodus 1:1-7

“A Strong People”
January 25: Exodus 1:8-14
“A New King”
January 26: Exodus 1:15-22
“A Treacherous Plan”’

January 27: Exodus 15:4-10
“A Divine Intervention”

January 28: Exodus 15:11-18
“An Unsurpassable God”

January 29: Exodus 15:1-3, 19, 22-26

“A New Ordinance”
January 30: Isaiah 45:20-25

“Our Only Source of Righteousness”

January 31: Romans 3:21-26
“Righteousness through Faith”
CALENDAR

Every Sunday:

Sunday Church School 8:45 a.m.
Worship Service 10:00 a.m.
Every Wednesday:

Torch Editors 10:00 a.m.
Bible Study 6:00 p.m.
Every Thursday:

Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 6:00 p.m.
Children’s Church:

Every Sunday except the second Sunday (ages 4-12)
Children will leave morning worship service after the
children’s message. Adults will be available to escort
children downstairs. Parents are asked to pick up
children directly after morning worship.

Hand Bell Choir Rehearsal:

January 27, 2012 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, January 22 —

Saturday, January 28, 2012

Saturday, January 28, 2012

Helen Kincaide Circle Meeting 9:30 a.m.

THE TORCH

January 20-22, 2012

Sunday, January 29 —
February 3, 2012

Monday, January 30, 2012
Deacon Board Meeting

6:00 p.m.
TORCH STAFF

Editor-in-Chief Kelly M. Smith Jr.

Editor Conra G. Collier
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