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PASTOR’S PEN
There are some very exciting and spiritually charged things that are happening during the month of April at First
Baptist Church, Capitol Hill. We will have a special Good Friday Service April 19, 2019 at 3:00 p.m., which is
the day we observe the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Four women from the Nashville community will be
preaching from the overall theme “Holy Week Encounters: She Was There.” The four messages center on Mark
12:41 – 44, Mark 14:3 – 9, Luke 23:27 – 31, John 19:25 – 27. Each conveys stories of women who Jesus
encountered during the last week of his life. Each encounter was different; each one was impactful. Their stories
are told from an era that had little regard for women, and yet their encounter with Jesus was very significant as
he journeyed to, and while he was on, the cross.
Our guest preachers will be: The Reverend Shantell Hinton, Assistant Chaplain, Vanderbilt University; The
Reverend Sondrea Tolbert, Assistant Pastor, the Historic Fairfield Missionary Baptist Church; Elder Catina
Parrish, Lead Chaplain, Tri-Star Southern Hills Medical Center; The Reverend Dr. LaShante Walker, Provost for
Academic Affairs and Student Life, American Baptist College. All four will preach during this service, which is
expected to last about 1 ½ hours. I believe that the service can have an important impact on how we will
experience the death of Jesus Christ as we see these encounters. I am really excited about the service and looking
forward to hearing these women of God as they share the message of Christ. Please plan to be present and
encourage others to come as well.
Also, during Holy Week, we will again have the “Stations of the Cross – The Via Dolorosa Experience.” “Via
Dolorosa” means “the way of suffering”, speaking of the suffering Jesus Christ endured on his way to the cross
(Matthew 27:31). This will be held on the lower level of our building, April 17 – 20, from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00
p.m. This is a self-guided tour that will help us to experience and to reflect upon the sacrifice of Jesus Christ
because of God’s love for humanity. There will be several different rooms that each of us will be able to walk
through at our own pace. In each room will be something for us to hear, see and meditate upon that will help us
to draw closer to God through this act of love. Please carve out some time during these dates to come and
experience this event.
Easter Sunday, April 21 is the high point of every church year (Luke 24:1 – 6). What a blessing it will be for
everyone to make the extra special effort to be present to share on the day we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus
Christ. We will baptize during the service as well. Please let me know if you would like to be re-baptized on
that Sunday.
We had a great Spiritual Renewal Week, March 25 - 27. Our preachers – The Reverend Breonus Mitchell, The
Reverend Darrell Drumwright and The Reverend Dr. David Latimore - did an exceptional job in bringing to us
the messages from God. I felt like Peter when he, James and John went with Jesus up on the Mount of
Transfiguration, when he said, “It’s good for us to be here” (Matthew 17:4). We are all indebted to Bro. Paul
and Sis. Deborah Luter who did an outstanding job of pulling everything together serving as co-chairpersons.
March was a great month. April promises to be the same.
Kelly M. Smith Jr.
Pastor

DISCIPLESHIP MOMENT
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A Call to Remember
“Truly I tell you, wherever the gospel is preached throughout the world, what she has done
will also be told, in memory of her.” ~Mark 14:9 NIV
Submitted by Rev. Joe Ella Darby, Assistant to the Pastor for Discipleship

Many of us are familiar with the Biblical story of the
woman with the alabaster box. Oh my do I love
hearing CeCe Winans’ song “Alabaster Box”. It has
always been moving to me, especially watching
someone dance to it as it allows me to feel the
music, as if I was there watching her experience
with Jesus. I can just imagine the passion and
intensity of the moment. What boldness to enter into
someone’s house, pour expensive oil over Jesus, that
cost three-days of wages, and be unfettered.
The Gospel according to Mark (Mark 14:3-9) tells
how this woman entered the house of Simon the
leper, broke the flask of costly oil and poured it on
Jesus’s head. The Gospel writer Luke (Luke 7:3650) calls her a sinful woman who stood behind Jesus
weeping, wetting Jesus’s feet with her tears then she
wiped His feet with her hair.
In both accounts, this “thing” that she did was
questioned. According to Luke, Jesus’s identity as a
prophet was questioned. Mark says when others
became indignant, they questioned and criticized
why she “wasted the fragrant oil”. I love how Jesus
came to her defense by stating that she did a good
work. Jesus went on further to say what she did was
actually anointing him for His burial. It seems Jesus
did know who this woman was and what role she
was playing in preparing Him to fulfill His purpose.
Wow! I’ve always wondered if she knew her act of
worship was preparing His body for burial.
Mark 14:9 says, “Truly I tell you, wherever the
gospel is preached throughout the world, what she
has done will also be told, in memory of her.” The
Bible says that what this woman did, in pouring out
costly oil on Jesus, will be told in memory of her!

This woman’s story took place during Holy Week,
making her so significant to the Holy Week
narrative that her story made the canon. For more
than 2000 years, many men and women have been
preaching and sharing her story ever since she took
those bold actions. Her story has a meaningful
message and though she was never named, she is
still remembered.
This year, FBCCH will host a Good Friday Service.
Instead of having a traditional 7 Last Words service,
we have chosen to include women in the Holy Week
narrative because like the woman with the alabaster
box, we want to remember the women whom Jesus
encountered during this time. We have identified
four accounts of women whose stories were
mentioned during Holy Week, starting with the
narrative of Jesus watching a widow with two mites
(small Roman coins). This encounter was a new
discovery for me and I’m excited to hear this
narrative in light of Holy Week. Next, we will hear
of the woman with the alabaster box, then hear the
message Jesus is speaking to us through his words to
the Daughters of Jerusalem. Lastly, we will learn
about the significance of the women who stood with
Jesus at the cross, at His darkest hour, when most of
His disciples deserted Him. The women remained.
Pray for our four preachers who will share the
stories of these women. I’m so excited to hear what
God desires to reveal through these women who
were there during Holy Week. May their stories give
us new meaning as we reflect during Holy Week.
May their stories interpret differently for us Jesus’s
sacrifice, as we find our place in the Holy Week
narrative. As we remember, may we be faithful to
share their stories in honor of them.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Prayer Labyrinth Walk at Scarritt Bennett-Vanderbilt. To
advance our “40 days of wellness” journey, 12 FBCCH
members completed a prayer reflection at the Scarrit-Bennett
labyrinth on April 10th. A labyrinth is a geometrically
designed walking pattern that leads to a central point. As one
proceeds to the center, prayers, praises or exhortations can be
uttered to create a deeper connection to God. As one exits the
labyrinth, God responds, burdens can be shed, and energy and
focus can be increased to meet the day ahead. This prayer
labyrinth walk can introduce the regular practice of
contemplation and prayer into a person’s life.
Pi Night On April 14, 2019 FBCCH hosted a "Pi Night"
featuring Pizza Pies, and a competitive round of Bible
Knowledge Questions. Over 30 persons participated and
were divided into 7 teams. Everyone came away full of
pizza but also hungry for more Bible Knowledge - as there
were no perfect scores! Our objective is to host these events
with more frequency moving forward as they check many
boxes for our church. Fellowship. Outreach. Spiritual
Growth. Congregational Care. Please be on the lookout for
the next event and plan to come join us for fun, food and
fellowship!

Christian Education
Mental Health First Aid To increase
awareness of mental health issues and
challenges, 17 FBCCH members completed
the Mental Health First Aid Course (MHFA).
This course is designed to not only increase
awareness of mental health issues, but also
demystify mental illness, reduce the stigma
associated with mental illness, and equip a
person to support someone experiencing a
mental health crisis. As a result of this course
FBCCH now has newly certified Mental
Health First Aiders!
Mark Your Calendar for VBS 2019: June 10 – 14
On Volunteer Meeting, Sunday April 28
(immediately following service). If you want to be
apart of the VBS Team, contact Co-Directors Sis.
Kimberly Covington (615-566-3196 or
kimberly.bass@comcast.net ) or Sis Nicole
Alexander (317-488-0738 or
nicolereneealex@hotmail.com). There are many
opportunities to serve.
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Prayer Request/Sick & Shut-in List
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In order to keep our prayer list current, please let the church office know if you (or someone you know) have changed
address or if someone should be added to or removed from the prayer list.
Sis. Quinester Calloway
Sis. Jan Jones Carter
Sis. Rosa Mimms
Major Alicia R. Bodie

Bro. Derrick McDaniel
Christian Care Center Nursing Home
202 Enon Springs Rd., E.
Smyrna, TN 37167

Sis. Elizabeth Backus
Wesley Common
1110 Marshall Road #6220
Greenwood, SC 29646

Sis. Rose McDonald
111 N. Carolina Ave. #204
Lexington, NC 27292

Sis. Bertha Taylor and
Bro. Willie Taylor
105 Valley Green Dr.
Antioch, TN 37013

Deacon Ernest Rhodes
Bethany Healthcare Center
Deacon Jean Lambert
755 S. Rogers Street, Apt. 1101 421 Ocala Drive
Nashville, TN 37211
Pooler, GA 31322

Bro. Walter Vincent
4824 Fairmeade Court
Nashville, TN 37218

Bro. J.D. Martin
1650 Pine Tree Pass Lane
Lilburn, GA 30047

Bro. Roosevelt & Sis. Maggie Roper
732 Garrison Drive
Nashville, TN 37207

Bro. Thomas Swanson
2500 Riverside Dr.
Nashville, TN 37216

Sis. Leslie Williams
2929 Old Franklin Road
Nashville, TN 37013

Ms. Ella Matambo
Macon, GA
(Friend of the Currie Family)

B I R T H D A Y S
1
2
4
5
6
7
8
10
12
13
15
16
17
18
19
22
23
16
29
30

APRIL
Valerie S. Hayes
Ronald D. Collier
Erica Collier
Tavon McKnight
Paul Robertson
Kristopher Currie
Elizabeth M. Backus
Gwendolyn H. Vincent
Robert Boone Jr.
Jimmie Franklin
Myah Lipscomb
Derek W. Howard
Leonia Lawrence
Ida Swanson Corbett
Francene A. Barbour
Dorothy Vassall
Marquentas S. Deaderick
Thomas Wood
Vanessa Collier Robinson
Quinester K. Calloway
Wanda Payne
Tiara Boothe
Maggie J. Roper
Patrick Slay
Jeffrey B. Wood Jr.
Esther Wright

2
3
4
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
21
22
23
25
27
29
30

MAY
Cody Sims
Charles Williams
Kristin Daniel
Ian Dinkins
Fred Jones Jr.
Edith Kimbrough
Emmitt Hayes
Conra Collier
Keyonce Shaw
Kendra Speigner
Jillian Duke
Regina Morrow
Elsie Swanson
Sunny Owunnah
Denzel Williams
Larry Baker
Melanie R. Knight
Aerin Washington
Suanne Padgett
Marcia Mitchell
Carlton Crutchfield
Antonio Stacker
Ta’naisha Hillman
Allison Johnson
Dainon Sidney

4
5
6
11
15
16
18
19
20
21
23
25
28
29

JUNE
Shalone Sampson
Kyndal R. Christion
Anaya Campbell
Courtney Greene
Weldon B. Kidd
Gretchen Perkins
Jamar M. Ritch
Joy M. Sims
Walter Vincent Jr.
Desiree’ Robertson
Jewel M. Burks
Ronald Jones
Kerry Schrader
Ernest C. Rhodes
Ryan M. Gentry
Kenya McDaniel
Anita Greene
John Donaldson
Laquilla Robertson

TO MY CHURCH FAMILY
I am highly appreciative of the prayers, calls, visits, cards, and gifts of support that I received
in recent months during my illness. “The fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much” Your thoughtfulness love and kindness is instrumental in my consistent progress
toward recovery. Thank God for my Church Family and my love goes out to each of you.

Weldon B. Kidd
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April 2019 - 40 Days of Wellness Calendar
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday
1

People who run 1218 miles a week have
a stronger immune
system.

7

Getting lost in
a book can
lower levels of
cortisol, or
other
unhealthy
stress
hormones, by
67 percent.

Wednesday
2

Drink enough
water to ensure
you’re always at
your best.

9

8

Volunteer at
Nashville Rescue
Mission
4:30 pm- 7:00 pm

(Only 14 slots)
To sign-up contact
Kathy Harrell

Juicing Class
6:00 pm
MLK
To signup email
Sharanda Smith
Sharandasmith
@msn.com

Thursday
3

Chewing gum
makes you
more alert,
relieves stress
and reduces
anxiety levels.
10

Drinking at
least five
glasses of
water a day
can reduce
your chances
of suffering
from a heart
attack by 40%.

Friday

4
Breathe deeply in
moments of
stress or anytime
during the day to
decrease anxiety.

11

Maintaining
good
relationships
with family and
friends is good
for your health,
memory and
longevity.

Saturday
5

Laughing is
good for the
heart and can
increase blood
flow by 20
percent.

12
Adults need
between 7-9
hours of sleep a
night. Children
need between
9-13 hours,
while infants
need between
14-17 a day.

6
Paint or Candle
Class
11:00 am –
1:00 pm
To signup email
Sharanda Smith
Sharandasmith
@msn.com
13

Walking at a
fast pace for
three hours or
more at least
one time a week
can reduce your
risk of heart
disease by up to
65%.

kpharrell2@aol.com
14

Wild-caught
fish, grass-fed
meats and
free-range
eggs are
simple ways to
inject healthy
changes to
your diet
without
drastically
altering what
you eat.

15

Plan a vacation. Not
only will getting away
make you feel better,
but planning and
anticipating the
vacation will also give
you a happiness
boost.

16

The average
moderately
active person
walks
approximately
7,500 steps a
day, which is the
lifetime
equivalent of
walking around
the Earth five
times.

17

18

19

Stations of
The Cross
11:00 am7:00 pm

Stations of
The Cross
11:00 am7:00 pm

Stations of
The Cross
11:00 am7:00 pm

FBCCH
Lower Level

FBCCH
Lower Level

FBCCH
Lower Level
Good Friday
Service
Holy Week
Encounters:
She Was
There

Did you know
Jesus carried
His cross for
almost 700
yards or .37
miles down the
Via Dolorosa?

3:00 pm

20

Easter Egg Hunt
10:30 am12:30 pm
Kelly Miller Smith
Towers

Stations of
The Cross
11:00 am7:00 pm
4/20 Night
Location TBD

FBCCH
Sanctuary
Happy
Resurrection
Sunday!

22

23

24

“When Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this
condition for a long time, he asked him, “Do you want to get well?”
~ John 5:6 NIV
•

Commit to Being a Healthier You: Mind, Body, and Soul

•

Commit to walking 1Mile or 2,000 steps a Day for 40 Days

•

Commit to Christian Mindfulness

25

26

27

Christian Education
DAY
Monday, April 1st
Tuesday, April 2nd
Wednesday, April 3rd
Thursday, April 4th
Friday, April 5th
Saturday, April 6th
Sunday, April 7th
Adult Topic: Summoned for Service
DAY
Monday, April 8th
Tuesday, April 9th
Wednesday, April 10th
Thursday, April 11th
Friday, April 12th
Saturday, April 13th
Sunday, April 14th
Adult Topic: Remembering Good
Deeds

April 2019 Readings and Sunday School Lessons

Call and Mission
TOPIC
“Jeremiah: Prophet to the Nations”
“Ananias Welcomes and Baptizes Saul”
“Paul Called by a Vision”
“Jesus Sends Out the Twelve”
“A Great Harvest, but Few Workers”
“Handling and Surviving Persecution”
“The Twelve-Chosen and Commissioned”
Youth Topic: Called for a Purpose
Called to Remember
TOPIC
“The Original Passover Celebration”
“Care for the Poor”
“Mary Anoints Jesus’ Body for Burial”
“One Must Die for the Nation”
“Judas Negotiates the Handover of Jesus”
“Jesus Celebrates the Last Passover Meal”
“Jesus Defends the Woman’s
Beautiful Act”
Youth Topic: Remember This

DAY
Monday, April 15th
Tuesday, April 16th
Wednesday, April 17th
Thursday, April 18th
Friday, April 19th
Saturday, April 20th
Sunday, April 21st
Adult Topic: Go and Tell

Called to Proclaim the Resurrection
TOPIC
“I Am the Resurrection and the Life”
“Judas Returns Money; Hangs Himself”
“Jesus Crucified”
“Guards Secure the Tomb”
“Mary Meets Jesus Outside the Tomb”
“Reigning Triumphant with Christ”
“’Meet Me in Galilee!’”
Youth Topic: Proclaiming Good News

DAY
Monday, April 22nd
Tuesday, April 23rd

Call and Commissioning
TOPIC
“A Place of Renewal”
“Body Building for Baptized Believers”

Wednesday, April 24th
Thursday, April 25th
Friday, April 26th
Saturday, April 27th
Sunday, April 28th

“Lydia and Her Household Are Baptized”
“Jailer and His Household Are Baptized”
“Reaching New People”
“Matthias Chosen to Replace Judas”
“Disciples: Called and
Commissioned”

Adult Topic: A Job to Do

Youth Topic: Someone is Calling You to Go

DAY
Monday, April 29th
Tuesday, April 30th

Called to Righteousness
TOPIC
“A God-given Task for Workers”
“The Shepherd Lays Down His Life”

SCRIPTURE
Jeremiah 1:4-10
Acts 9:10-19
Acts 16:6-10
Mark 6:7-13
Matthew 9:35-38
Matthew 10:16-25
Matthew 10:1-15
Children Topic: Be
Helpful to Others
SCRIPTURE
Exodus 12:1-14
Luke 16:19-31
John 12:1-8
John 11:47-53
Matthew 26:17-29
Matthew 26:17-29
Matthew 26:1-13
Children Topic: Be Kind
to Others
SCRIPTURE
John 11:17-27
Matthew 27:3-10
Matthew 27:32-44
Matthew 27:62-66
John 20:11-18
Revelation 20:1-6
Matthew 28:1-15
Children Topic: Share
Good News with Others
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 2:1-4
1 Corinthians 12:12-13;
Colossians 3:12-17
Acts 16:11-15
Acts 16:25-34
Acts 18:5-11
Acts 1:12-17, 21-26
Matthew 25:16-20; Acts 1:6-8
Children Topic: Going on
a Mission
SCRIPTURE
Ecclesiastes 3:9-17
John 10:11-18
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COMMUNITY CARE
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Missions at Your Door Step
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.”Matt 25:40
Submitted by Rev. Dr. Arrold N. Martin, Assistant to the Pastor and Community Care Team

Join the Inn Crowd: Room in the Inn
More than just a cot and a hot meal.
Hope University: Education & Workforce Development
At Room In The Inn, we believe each individual deserves opportunities for lifelong learning and selfempowerment. In addition to direct support, Hope University provides a variety of daily education and
workforce development programming to help participants along their journey. Many of these
opportunities are led by volunteers and other community partners.
Education Incentive Program
Class attendance at Hope University is recognized through a rewards system. Participants receive 40
points for each class they attend. They can redeem these points at a store in our Education Center, where
they can purchase personal care items, bus passes, identification applications, and vouchers for services at
our campus (i.e. laundry, storage, and tickets for special programs).
Drug & Alcohol Recovery
Participants seeking or in the process of receiving recovery from addiction can attend daily group support
sessions.
Last year, over 3,100 people took part in Hope
University’s Education and Workforce Development Programming. 2,300 hours
of job training was offered, and 150 people found meaningful employment.
If you are interested in teaching a class at Hope University contact Room in the Inn. 615.251.9791

Ministry Announcements
Children’s Praise Dance Rehearsal
The Children’s Praise Dance class meets
Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m. on the lower level of
the sanctuary.

Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Handbell Rehearsal takes place on the
following Saturdays from 12:00 PM to 1:00
PM: April 6th, 20th; May 4th, 18th, and June 8th.

Deacons of the Week
Week of Deacon
7

Richard Dinkins

Phone#
(615) 202-5213

14th

Martin Currie

(615) 832-9662

21st

Ernest Dismuke

(615) 876-3522

28th

Carol Boone

(615) 851-1527

th
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MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP MANAGEMENT

Sermon Digests
February
3

“The God Who is Present”
Pastor Smith
Habakkuk 2:20
Submitted by: Deborah Luter

The foundation of our faith is that God is present. It is
just knowing that God is there. This is the message of
Habakkuk. We hear this dialogue back and forth between
God and Habakkuk. There is great concern raised by
Habakkuk of God sitting passively by while all of the
injustices and evil of the world are going on. But there in
the middle of all of Habakkuk’s complaints there is this
epiphany-But the Lord is in his holy Temple, let all the
earth be silent before him.
There are issues in the world around us. Yet even in the
midst of whatever we are going through, something in us
must remind us that the Lord is still present among us.
Point 1- God’s presence is about synergy
The word synergy means “working together” (Romans
8:28). What can we do together is greater than what we
can do alone. God is a part of our team and we are
connected because of his presence.

“The Power of Love”
Pastor Smith
1 Peter 4:8
Submitted by: Adrienne Fancher
Love must be the foundation of a church. We should be a
community of Love. Ask yourself: “Are my thoughts and
actions an expression of Love?” Don’t be afraid of a
challenging conclusion: being a disciple means you have
chosen God. Love your friends deeply, and always be a
student of Love.
February
10

Peter wants to foster stronger cohesion within the
Christian community. He advises that no matter what is
happening, “love one another deeply because love covers
over a multitude of sins.”
Point 1 - Love is powerful when we allow it to go high.
The verse begins “Above all” – as in, above all things.
From 1 Corinthians 13:1-3, we know that without love,
we are nothing.
There are many ways to deal with situations as they arise.
We want to define our position as right, yet there are
many levels of how one may interact with another – do
not stop at any level until you reach the level of love.

Point 2- God’s presence is about sacredness
The opposite of sacredness is the word profane. That is
the root word of profanity. The word “profane” means
“before the temple”, meaning things done outside of the
Temple/presence of God. The challenge is there is no
place outside of the presence of God. Sacredness is a part
of what we feel on the inside.

Point 2 - Love is powerful when we allow it to go deep.
We learn to love in “small containers” – with limits and
constraints. Learn to love in deep ways: don’t be small
and tight in how we approach Life! We must give
ourselves the capacity to expand and take more… and do
more… and love whatever it is that God wants us to love.

Point 3 – God’s presence is about silence
Habakkuk says let all of the earth be silent before the
Lord. That sounds like a contrast to what we so often
hear about praising God in God’s sanctuary. But
Habakkuk says let all the earth be silent before the Lord.

Point 3 - Love is powerful when we allow it to go wide.
Let your love be expansive enough to cover whatever
needs love. Don’t make an excuse for wrongdoing: have
an expansive love to cover sin. Learn to have the capacity
to cover a multitude of sins because everyone’s sins are
different.

We get uncomfortable in silence. Even when we pray, we
get uncomfortable when there is silence. To be silent is to
be in awe of God. It is the point we realize that there are
no words, sounds or utterances that can express what we
feel about God.

In life, we often receive warnings to avoid dangers, but
when we don’t pay attention to the warnings, “First
Responders” still try to help save us. Usually we get what
we deserve, but we need someone with the capacity to
cover us with love. We are going to make mistakes over
and over; Jesus came to rescue us in the midst of our
sickness and sin. The power of love rescued us!
We are all called to practice that same kind of love to go
high, deep, and wide!
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“Healing for Silent Sufferers”
Pastor Smith
Mark 5:21-35
Submitted by: Kathy Harrell
Everyone wants to be well in all aspects of our lives,
emotionally, physically, spiritually, and psychologically.
Many people suffer in silence because of the
embarrassment of their condition(s) and suppress what is
going on with them.
February
17

Churches are guilty of creating silent sufferers because of
the things we say, and the positions we take, causing
people to internalize their issues and shy away from
voicing their pain and suffering. Jesus, as he was on his
way to heal Jairus’ daughter, a woman, who was a silent
suffering came up and touched the hem of his robe. That
touch healed her from her suffering.
In this day we have to ask where is the healing for Silent
Sufferers?
Point 1. There is healing through family.
Everyone needs to have a sense of belonging and
attachment to a family. Healing starts when family
members know they are not alone and they do not have to
carry their burdens in silence. We call our church
members brother and sister, which comforts us in having
that compassionate and relational bond that is inherent
with all nurturing families.
Point 2. There is healing through faith.
Part of the greatest challenge to our healing is that we give
up. We must have the kind of faith that will make a
difference. Faith restores us, and no matter how hopeless
things may seem, we keep going, we keep trying, and we
never, never give up!
Point 3. There is healing through freedom.
Jesus gives us freedom from anything that holds us
captive. Freedom from physical pain is only one aspect in
our lives that needs healing. We struggle against
bureaucratic systems, discriminations, phobias, and
prejudices. When we truly free ourselves, we can be sure
that we are living and moving by the Hand of God, not by
the will of others.

“Modeling Our Faith”
Pastor Smith
Luke 6:27-38
Submitted by: Beverly M. Brown
We are to be an extension of God’s mercies. We are to
create community in faith. People of faith are to seek to
build community. To do that, mankind/womankind is to
show how one lives and conducts them self in
community. Jesus never perceived Himself to be better
than those he served; instead, He modeled proper
teachings and practices. New challenges and examples
were cited with persons in society that have been accused
of wrong doing such as the Jessie Smollett incident, hate
crimes toward homosexuals, R. Kelly’s personal intimate
encounters with younger/under age individuals, human
trafficking, Robert Craft and wife’s mistreatment/abuse
of their 13 children to name a few.
February
24

The three main points from the message are as follows:
Point 1 - To model our faith means we are to be an
extension of God’s mercies. No matter the situations,
God/Christ Jesus needs Christians to model doing the
right thing even when it does not same appropriate based
upon how one is treated. He expects the same grace and
mercies He extends to all persons. Christian’s are to turn
the other cheek and are to move by faith and principles.
We have all fallen short of the mercy God/Christ Jesus
has made available to all of humankind
Point 2 - To model our faith means we are to do.
God/Christ Jesus Children are to be intentional in making
a difference. All present were prodded to do and treat
each other as we would like to be treated and to be filled
with God/Christ Jesus Holy Spirit. We must all know that
we make difference. The question asked, do you show
love, kindness, and faithfulness to God/Christ Jesus and
society? One’s actions are to have merit and match
appropriate behaviors and just talk about doing the right
thing.
Point 3 - Modeling our faith means that we are to
leave all possibilities open. Human beings were
encouraged to leave or remove any bad habits that can
separate or interfere with one’s relationship with
God/Christ Jesus. He never sets limits on His blessings
and He gives more than what is needed because of His
love for all. Whatever is on your checklist for
improvement and to be better as God/Christ Jesus
expects, there has to room for expansion.
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A Piece of FBCCH History
(Part 2 of 3 Parts)
Race, Class and Recreation: What's in a Name? Hadley Park: A Historical Problem
The Globe reported that old timers said Frederick Douglass had spoken on that front porch. Indeed, that
was true: Douglass was featured speaker at the Annual Colored Agricultural and Mechanical Fair in
September 1873. A land owner in the area of today’s Hadley Park invited him to have dinner and speak to
the freedmen. Douglass had spoken that morning to the students gathered in Howard Chapel at the Fisk
campus on Church Street.
Douglass and his escort, William Prosser—Republican Post Master at Nashville, went across the
Charlotte Pike, up Salem St. (18th Ave. N.) to Jefferson Pike to see the construction of Jubilee Hall. The
spire was due for delivery from New York. They turned down (west) Jefferson Pike (another toll road)
that dead-ended at “Mrs. Elizabeth Harding’s Place.”
Civil District No. 13 included 49.6 percent black population (1,054 men and 1,191 women), and
1,166 white men and 1,111 white women. After Fisk University dedicated its new campus in January
1876, the district increasingly became increasingly predominantly black. By 1899, Realtors had
subdivided and sold the lots. Some old plantation mansions including the one used as Hadley Park center
disappeared by 1951.
At the Hadley Park July 4, 1912, dedication, the park board chairman said, "Its location, we think,
is ideal [for Negroes], being about midway between Fisk University on the east and the State Normal
Colored Normal on the west." Indeed Bransford Realty was selling the lots on the southern edge
(Buchanan St.) of the new State Normal (TSU).
The concept of a park for Negroes had started when the new city mayor (a Republican) and the
president of Fisk (a European American) decided to honor Ben Carr’s request that land not used by the
new Tennessee A& I State Normal School for Negroes (TSU) be purchased for a Negro park. Heretofore,
Negroes could use other city parks only on the weekly “Negro Day.” The Park Board's July 2, 1912,
minutes read "A committee from the Negro Board of Trade and Ben F. Carr came before the Board”
relative to the formal opening of Hadley Park.
The Realty Savings Bank gained 31.63 acres of property for $15,000 from John and Elizabeth
Harding Jr. The park board purchased it from Realty Savings on terms for payments of $20,000 for 31.65
acres of the “Harding subdivision,” giving the bank a 20 percent profit.
On May 7, the commissioners agreed that the mayor would request Nashville Rail and Light
Company to extend lights and water to the park. Incidentally, the streetcars stopped at Fisk, and streetcars
did not extend to Hadley Park and Tennessee A. & I until 1928.
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Nashville Park Commissioner Eugene C. Lewis made a motion "that the Harding place secured as
a park be named Hadley Park." Commissioner Benjamin Lindauer (Jewish businessman) seconded the
motion. No Negroes had membership on the Nashville park board.
Lewis was chairman of the board of directors for the Nashville, Chattanooga and St. Louis
Railroad Company, which included several Negro workers named Hadley. Lewis had offices at 1000
Broadway and lived at 119 16th Avenue South —not far from Mary Hadley Clare's apartment. Lewis had
gained his fame as director-general of the Tennessee Centennial Exposition in 1897. James C. Napier had
resigned from the Centennial’s Negro Committee when the European Americans (whites) insisted on old
plantation scenes with Negroes picking real cotton near the Exposition’s Negro Building (the building’s
cornerstone sits in the Fisk Library, today). Lewis' health forced him off the city park board in 1912. He
died in 1916, and was buried in Mount Olivet Cemetery with its famous “Confederate Circle”—on
Lebanon Rd.
On June 3, 1913, the commissioners awarded Ben Carr the contract for concessions, ice, and
security, and tools to hang lights on utility poles and build bridges across the creek in Hadley Park. On
July 18, they voted Carr the "caretaker of Hadley Park" at $10 a week.i
Did Negro leaders study the history of Lewis, Mary Hadley, and the naming of the park? Lewis
and other park commissioners never revealed anything; Negro leaders apparently never asked the right
questions.
Submitted by Bobby L. Lovett; BLL, The African American History of Nashville, Tennessee (University of
Arkansas Press, 1999), Amazon.com/books.
(Be sure to check the May 2019 Edition of The Torch for Part 3)

Please join us for our 2019 Holy
Week activities. The Stations of
the Cross is free and open to the
public. This experience provides
an opportunity for greater reflection
on Jesus Christ’s sacrifice.
Our Good Friday service will focus
on the women who had powerful
encounters with Jesus during the
final week of his earthly life.
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Our Mission
z

First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill is Building, Restoring, and Revitalizing lives through
Jesus Christ.

Our Vision

Love God, Make Disciples, Serve Community

Looking for a Church Home?
If you are looking for a church home, we encourage you to come and visit us! There are several ways to become
a member of FBCCH.
Baptism - when a person is willing to initially express a belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and is willing
to live one’s life according to His will. Baptism is the symbolic initiation into the Christian faith.
Christian Experience - when a person who has previously been a member of another church chooses to unite with
FBCCH, believing this to be the place for one’s spiritual nurturing. These people have already been baptized and
have committed a faith relationship with Jesus Christ.
Watchcare - when a person wishes to have his or her membership with FBCCH while he or she is temporarily
living in the city.
Associate - when a person who has a membership in another church wishes to have a membership in FBCCH.
Restoration - when a former member chooses to rejoin FBCCH.
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Scheduling Access to Church Buildings
To all groups needing entry and use of the church, sanctuary, and Ennix-Jones Center during the week, please
call the church office at 615-255-8757 in advance of your event. This is to ensure personnel are available to
allow entry and to have a record for security purposes. Your cooperation is highly appreciated.
Please send all electronic correspondence to: fbcch13@gmail.com.

