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PASTOR’S PEN
My daughter Valerie and her family decided they wanted to go skiing in Canada during the Christmas holiday season and
asked me to come along with them. Though with a full measure of reservations, I agreed to go. My reservations were, at
first, based on the thought of my flying down a mountainside into who knows where. My fear (at least to me) was not
completely unwarranted. I have worked hard in my life to not allow my phobias to control me. In many cases I have been
able to conquer them, or at least manage them. Skiing is not (yet) on the conquered list. I had hoped that skiing would be
as simple as slapping on the skis and everything else takes common sense to figure it out. NOT. Fortunately, I am still alive
to write this “Pen” and to share some learnings from the experience that can actually be good life lessons for us as we face a
new year and/or new life experiences.
• Beauty can be dangerous (Genesis 3:6). The beauty of snow-capped mountains is breathtaking. The danger of
snow-capped mountains can be breath takers. There are beautiful things that are a part of God’s creation that have
danger hidden in their beauty. There are some things where we should only precede with caution.
• Mountains are not conquered in a day (or maybe not days, weeks or months) (Philippians 4:6). Determination is
important, but don’t let it be the death of you. Mountains can be unforgiving if we don’t respect their capacity. We
must learn to be patient.
• Must makes sure you have the right equipment (Ephesians 6:11). The equipment is the difference between freezing
to death or breaking something you may need later on in life. The Bible tells us about spiritual equipment to stand
against the devil’s schemes.
• Learning from lessons is crucial (Proverbs 14:15). Not everything we do can be instinctive. Taking lessons is a
must. I found it interesting, after I had bought my ski lift tickets and was on my way UP to tackle the mountain, that
everyone else in our group had taken skiing lessons. Even my four-year-old grandson Lance was taking lessons.
Why wasn’t this told to me BEFORE we got there?? The wise seek knowledge to make the most of their life
experiences. We study the Bible in order to learn the lessons from God through the experiences of others.
• Learn the most important lessons FIRST (Luke 10:27). In skiing the most important lesson is knowing how to stop.
In life that first lesson is loving God and loving each other.
• Understand the importance of navigation (Romans 16:17). Know when to turn. There are always obstacles in the
way. Some find them fun to see them and to navigate around them. Others (present company include) find it a
harrowing thought. Yet whether we like them or not they are there and the difference maker for us is how we
choose to handle them.
• Don’t be deceived by what others can do with ease (Acts 19:11 - 16). What may be to the delight of some is to the
chagrin of others. It was quite embarrassing holding on to a pole in the middle of a slope while others were zipping
by. It was hard walking back up the hill, with my skis on my shoulder. Too often we step out there doing things
that are not in our capacity to do simply because we saw someone else do it. There is often failure that could have
been avoided by just knowing what our own gifts are, and maximizing that, instead of mimicking others.
• You’ll find people who will by sympathetic to you and encourage you (1 Thessalonians 5:11). No matter your
success or failure, there will be friends and strangers who are on your side. Don’t feel you are facing your
challenges alone. Look around; you’ll be surprised to see there are those who are willing to stand with you.
Yes, this year the mountain won the battle. I still plan to win the war.
Kelly M. Smith Jr.
Pastor
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DISCIPLESHIP MOMENT
Reflections from Pastor Smith’s sermon, When the World Comes to Our Door (Luke 16:19-31)
Submitted by Rev. Joe Ella Darby, Assistant to the Pastor for Discipleship
On Sunday, November 25, 2018, like many members, I
learned that Wayne Whitfield, who had been homeless,
died on the church porch. That Sunday, Pastor Smith
preached a sermon entitled, When the World Comes to
Our Door (Luke 16:19-31). I felt sad hearing of the
news and felt intrigued by the sermon. It would be a
couple of weeks later, when I attended noonday Bible
study, that I was convicted. Yes, a delayed response.
The lesson “Demonstrating Compassion: Love’s
Evidence” arrested me as a comment was made
concerning the gentleman’s death on our porch not
causing us to be outraged. The core truth of the lesson
states: Jesus has made our love for our neighbor
inseparable from our love for God. We cannot say that
we love God if we don’t love our neighbor. Thus, the
evidence that we do love God is the observable
demonstration of compassion. Compassion combines
merciful identification with the needs of our neighbor
with outrage against the forces of injustice that have
degraded the quality of a human life.
As it was also mentioned that there is conversation of
how we should respond to persons struggling with
homelessness, someone else brought up the issue of
prayer. And that’s when I was sorely convicted…I was
cut to heart. I had been privy to conversations
regarding what FBCCH should do about homeless
persons finding refuge on our porch and the liability
issues surrounding that, but was convicted because I
did not recall a time when I stopped to pray, asking
God to speak to us, and intentionally wrestling in
prayer with how we as a church should respond.
I wrestled for a few weeks and talked to Pastor Smith
about it. Later I was reminded of his sermon where he
shared, when the world comes to our door it should
cause us 1) to wrestle with what we see; 2) to wrestle
with what we value; and 3) to wrestle with how we
respond. I had heard the sermon and was intrigued, but
I was too busy and preoccupied with other ministry
matters that I did not create space to wrestle.

So, over the Christmas break, it came to me again that
I needed to pause and pray for how God may want me,
as well as maybe FBCCH to respond. I was struck by
the story in Esther 4 where Mordecai challenges Esther
with why she had been made queen and how to use her
royal position for save the life of her people. The
homeless persons who find their way to our church
door are not “my people” but then I thought about the
noonday Bible study lesson on compassion and was
reminded that they are our neighbors. Jesus speaks
very clearly as to how we should treat our neighbors.
As I wrestled and talked more with Pastor Smith, we
did want to be intentionally to pray. As disciples of
Jesus Christ, when we are uncertain of what to do, we
should always pause and pray for wisdom and
guidance. This is what we want to do for the next 21
days. We want to pause and pray for God to show us
how to respond when the world comes to our door! For
21 days, starting January 7, we ask that you join the
ministry team leaders in reading and meditating on a
weekly scripture passage and pausing at 4:00 a.m. and
4:00 p.m. every day to pray. Why 4:00? It’s not
magical, but I chose it because of Esther chapter 4,
where Esther hears the cries of Mordecai, responds to
his cry by calling everyone to fast and pray with her
concerning what she should do, and her deciding to
respond by using her position of power to save others.
Though we are asking everyone to pause at 4:00 a.m.
and 4:00 p.m., a few members of our ministry team
will join on the prayer call every morning at 4:00 a.m.
for prayer (Dial in: (712) 775-8967; Code: 342779).
Praying at 4:00 a.m. is a sacrifice, but we believe the
intentional pause of surrender and focused prayer will
bear much fruit. If you cannot pray at 4:00 a.m. or 4:00
p.m. just choose two times, morning and evening, to
pause and pray wherever you are. Be open to how God
may speak and please feel free to share with us what
you may hear in response. Let’s trust that as we pause,
God will speak. As we are clear on a path, may we
respond in obedience.
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21 Days of Pause and Prayer
Monday, January 7-Sunday, January 27
Pausing For Such a Time as This (Esther 4)
Week 1: When the World Comes to our Door
Read and Meditate on Matthew 25:35-40 and Luke 16:19-31
☐ Day 1: Pray that we will hear the cries and see the hurts of our neighbors who are struggling with
homelessness, praying God’s protection and provision
☐ Day 2: Pray for the organizations, initiatives, and community leaders already working to address the issue of
homelessness
☐ Day 3: Pray for FBCCH and our existing initiative Room in the Inn - May it/we continue to be a blessing.
Show us ways to enhance and/or expand.
☐ Day 4: Pray for church leadership (pastor, trustees, deacons, etc.) for God’s guidance in balancing the practical
aspects such as liability with compassion for our homeless neighbors
☐ Day 5: Praying for guidance on if/how God might want FBCCH to partner with other organizations/churches
to maximize impact/effectiveness
☐ Day 6: Pray for discernment on next steps and that as a church we’ll be united to progressing forward on this
issue
☐ Day 7: Pray for yourself. Ask: God, How would you have me to respond? What are you calling me to do?
Week 2: Meeting at the Gate
Read and Meditate on Acts 3:1-10
☐ Day 8: Pray for our neighbors who are begging for money and looking to receive something from us
☐ Day 9: Pray for discernment on how to respond to each request for money/assistance
☐ Day 10: Pray that you have God’s heart to see each person as God sees them, not judging
☐ Day 11: Pray your real fears and concerns around helping men and women on the street
☐ Day 12: Pray for courage to give what we do have by speaking a word of life even when one is asking for
money we don’t have
☐ Day 13: Pray for God to intervene in our neighbor’s lives without judging how they arrived at their point of
need
☐ Day 14: Pray that we can identify with the beggar realizing that we all are beggars in need of God’s grace
Week 3: For Such a Time as This
Read and Meditate on Esther 4
☐ Day 15: Pray for ears to hear the anguish of those around us who fear for their lives
☐ Day 16: Pray for a desire to want to know what is hurting those around us, learning their stories and what is
troubling them
☐ Day 17: Pray for humility that we don’t neglect the pain of others, whether or not we are directly affected. Pray
that we will be in solidarity with those around us.
☐ Day 18: Pray for guidance in joining God where God is already at work, knowing that we cannot remain silent
☐ Day 19: Pray that we will know our position in the community and in wisdom use our influence to save others
☐ Day 20: Pray for others to support and encourage you as you seek to be used by God to make a difference
☐ Day 21: Pray for favor, courage, and boldness to be of God’s solution, for such a time as this, to deliver
others from systems of power meant to destroy one’s life

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
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Young Adults Second Harvest Project
As a result of studying Rick Warren’s “Purpose Driven
Life”, the Young Adult Bible Study Class challenged
themselves to be more intentional with outreach as
disciples of Christ. What better way to demonstrate this
commitment than to be the hands and feet of Christ in
feeding those without. Shared Harvest was their first
stop. Next month they will work with “Room in the
Inn”.

Notes of Thanks
To Our FBCCH Family;
A huge THANK YOU to everyone for showing your
support in multiple ways while I and family
experienced the transition of my mother to her
heavenly home. There was food, prayers, cards, calls,
etc. Your “pouring- out” blessed us beyond measure
as you were/are certainly “there for us”!! A special
thanks to Trustees Zelma Ewing and Paul Luter,
Deacon Brown, and Rev Darby who traveled four
hours to attend the funeral, immensely surprising us!
All our love,
The Johnsons
(Vernoris, Felecia, Allison, Katelyn, Christopher)
Dear First Baptist Capitol Hill Family;
I wanted to extend my sincere thanks to Reverend
Smith, the ministerial staff, and members of FBCCH.
We appreciate the outpouring of love, prayers, cards
and other acts of kindness during the illness of my
husband, Dr. James E. McGriff Jr. my daughters and
I appreciate your friendship and unwavering support
during this difficult time. May god continue to bless
you all.
Yours in Christ,
Mrs. Ruth C. McGriff

Youth Service Project The youth ministry
participated again this year in the 32nd annual
Searcy Memorial Thanksgiving Dinner. They
enjoyed waking up early in the morning to
prepare meals for the elderly.

New To Our Family

On Sunday, December 30th we welcomed the
newest edition to the FBCCH family with the
dedication of Luke Omar Molette. Luke is the
son of Valerie Smith Hayes and Lee Molette,
and the grandson of Pastor Smith.

Prayer Request/Sick & Shut-in List
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In order to keep our prayer list current, please let the church office know if you (or someone you know) have changed
address or if someone should be added to or removed from the prayer list.
Sis. Quinester Calloway
Sis. Jan Jones Carter
Sis. Mary Caudle
Sis. Rosa Mimms
Major Alicia R. Bodie
Sis. Elizabeth Backus
Wesley Common
1110 Marshall Road #6220
Greenwood, SC 29646
Major Alicia R. Bodie
US Army

Ms. Ella Matambo
Macon, GA
(Friend of the Currie Family)

Bro. Thomas Swanson
2500 Riverside Dr.
Nashville, TN 37216

Bro. Derrick McDaniel
Christian Care Center Nursing Home
202 Enon Springs Rd., E.
Smyrna, TN 37167

Sis. Bertha Taylor and
Bro. Willie Taylor
105 Valley Green Dr.
Antioch, TN 37013

Sis. Rose McDonald
111 N. Carolina Ave. #204
Lexington, NC 27292

Bro. Walter Vincent
4824 Fairmeade Court
Nashville, TN 37218

Deacon Ernest Rhodes
Bethany Healthcare Center
Deacon Jean Lambert
755 S. Rogers Street, Apt. 1101 421 Ocala Drive
Nashville, TN 37211
Pooler, GA 31322

Sis. Leslie Williams
2929 Old Franklin Road
Nashville, TN 37013

Bro. Roosevelt & Sis. Maggie Roper
732 Garrison Drive
Nashville, TN 37207

Bro. J.D. Martin
1650 Pine Tree Pass Lane
Lilburn, GA 30047

B I R T H D A Y S

1
6
7
9
13
14
15
20

21
24
24
26
27
29
31

JANUARY
Elizabeth Davis
Tamia C. McKnight
Diane Robertson
Timarion J. Smith
Kelando Townsend
Betty Wilson
Bobby Lovett
Karan J. Brown
Kathy Harrell
Becky Swanson Hindman
Ronald McFarland Sr.
Nina Lockert
Brooke McFarland
Jesse O. Carter III
Carl Crutchfield
Jessica Powell
Sean Wood
Myles Sidney
Inez Crutchfield
Diantay Powe Westbrook
Robert Greene
Lueatrice Lovett
Carole McDaniel
James Trey Lowe III
April Johnson
Hortense P. Jones
Virginia McClain
Tracey Perkins
Evan Smith-Erving

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
10
11
12
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
25
27
28

FEBRUARY
Maia Payne
Valinda Burks-Sidney
Geri Easley
Sabrina Daughtdrill
Wesley Currie
Jeffrey Wood Sr.
Thomas Swanson
Billie Jo Calloway
Christopher Demonbreum
Richard Ewing
Constantine Fenderson
Benita Lynch
Golda B. Franklin
Antionette Bridges
David Pace
George Timothy Haynes
Stephen Daniel
Edward Risby Jr.
Lolita Slay
Cornelia Cruson
Gary M. Faulcon II
Hortensia McFarland
Tammye Hawkins
George Hill
Kalibe Lockert
Kendra Brown Deas
Andreana Boothe
Patricia Rowe-Lane
Kenneth Cory
Syelah Chyann Haskins
Bertha Taylor
Rachel Walker
Naomi Blair

1
3
5
6
9
10
11
12
13
14
18
20
22
23
24
25
26
27
29
30

MARCH
Dwight H. Lewis
Jamal Robinson
DeJuan Foster
Kathlyn Pillow
Valerie Calloway
Vernoris Johnson
Gerald Schrader
Sebastian Daughtdrill
Taura McKnight-Cheatham
Susan Howard
Taylor D. Gentry
Doris Dismuke
Mai Olive Lusk
Phillis Sheppard
Kyrah Cruson
Willie M. Magee
Taylor McFarland
J.D. Martin
Sharanda N. Smith
Dejuan Hamilton
Scotty Robinson
Michelle Lenox
Miriam Currie
Frankie Jackson
Lyndsey Bass-Covington
Retha Barbee Buchannan
Tequila Johnson
Esther M. Caudle
James H. Chandler Jr.
Rosa Mimms
David S.Ewing
William B. Ewing
Erica McFarland Adderly
John T. Howse
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Christian Education
Winter Bible Study

The winter session of bible study will begin on Wednesday, January 9th. The noonday class will be studying
“God of Justice”. In addition to “God of Justice” the 6:00 p.m. students will also have the option of studying
“The Essential Commandment”.

CONNECTION is our 4-week New Member and Member Refresher Course designed to help
us understand our connection to God, each other as members, and our purpose to advance the body of
Christ. Our next Connection Class will take place each Sunday from February 3rd through February
24th. The classes begin promptly at 8:45 a.m. and last an hour. RSVP
to fbcchdiscipleship@gmail.com by Monday, January 28th.

Christian Education
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January 2019 Readings and Sunday School Lessons
Theme: “Loving God by Trusting Christ”
Hold Fast to God’s Love
DAY
TOPIC
SCRIPTURE
st
Tuesday, January 1
“Live in Love Light”
1 John 2:7-11
Wednesday, January 2nd
“Live by the Truth”
1 John 2:20-27
Thursday, January 3rd
“Support Coworkers”
3 John 2-8
th
Friday, January 4
“Stand Firm in the Faith”
2 Thessalonians 2:13-17
Saturday, January 5th
“Do What is Right”
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Sunday, January 6th
“Love God and One Another”
2 Thessalonians 3:1-5; 2 John 4-11
Adult Topic: Steadfast Love
Youth Topic: Steadfast Love
Children Topic: Desire God
Submit to God’s Love
DAY
TOPIC
SCRIPTURE
th
Monday, January 7
“One Teacher, Many Students
Matthew 23:1-11
Tuesday, January 8th
“Members Depend on Each Other”
1 Corinthians 12:19-26
Wednesday, January 9th
“Solve Conflicts with One Another”
Matthew 5:21-26
th
Thursday, January 10
“Longing for God’s Help”
Psalm 42
Friday, January 11th
“Walk in Newness of Life”
Romans 6:1-14
Saturday, January 12th
“Boasting an Insult God”
James 4:13-17
Sunday, January 13th
“A Godly Approach to Worldliness”
James 4:1-10
Adult Topic: Humility in Love
Youth Topic: Come Near
Children Topic: Love and Obey
Submit to God in Christ
DAY
TOPIC
SCRIPTURE
Monday, January 14th
“God Sent Me to Preserve You”
Genesis 45:1-8
Tuesday, January 15th
“The Spirit Rested on the Elders”
Numbers 11:24:30
Wednesday, January 16th
“Apostles Are Fools for Christ”
1 Corinthians 4:8-13
Thursday, January 17th
“Sharing Life in Christ Now”
Philippians 1:22-26
Friday, January 18th
“Believing in and Suffering for Christ
Philippians 1:27-30
Saturday, January 19th
“Sharing God’s Grace”
Philippians 1:3-11
th
Sunday, January 20
“Telling the Good News”
Philippians 1:12-21
Adult Topic: Good from Bad
Youth Topic: Facing
Children Topic: Share Joy
Challenges
Devote All to Christ
DAY
TOPIC
SCRIPTURE
st
Monday, January 21
“The Suffering Servant”
Isaiah 52:13-53:9
Tuesday, January 22nd
“Learning Godly Ways in Humility”
Psalm 119:65-72
Wednesday, January 23rd
“Message of the Good News”
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Thursday, January 24th
“Learning Obedience through Suffering”
Hebrews 5:1-10
th
Friday, January 25
“Serve and Work for God’s Pleasure”
Philippians 2:12-18
Saturday, January 26th
“Envoys of Ministry in Christ’s Mission”
Philippians 2:19-30
Sunday, January 27th
“Your Call to Unity and Humility”
Philippians 2:1-11
Adult Topic: Sacrificial Love

DAY
Monday, January 28th
Tuesday, January 29th
Wednesday, January 30th
Thursday, January 31st

Youth Topic: I Give Myself Away

Devote All to Christ
TOPIC
“A Matter of Heart”
“Persistent Faith”
“Paul’s Solid Credentials for Ministry”
“Boast in Christ Jesus”

Children Topic: Serving with
Joy

SCRIPTURE
Romans 2:25-29
Mark 7:24-30
2 Corinthians 11:21b-30
Philippians 3:1-6

COMMUNITY CARE
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Angel Tree Project: Robert Churchwell Elementary School This
Holiday Season members of our congregation participated in Angel
Tree with 38 students from Robert Churchwell Elementary. Angel
Tree is the second initiative the FBCCH Community Care Team has
sponsored with our adopted school, Churchwell Elementary. Members
of the congregation were provided a Christmas wish list from their
angel that included clothes and shoe sizes and a host of toys ranging
from dolls to bicycles. Through the generosity of our members were
able to fulfill the Christmas wishes to all 38 Angels with abundance.
On behalf of the Community Care Team, I would like to sincerely
thank our members for making this year’s Angel Tree a success.
Submitted by Ryann King

Caroling at the Knowles Home Music filled the air on December 15th, as
the Community Care Team joined the Music Ministry of First Baptist
Church Capitol Hill in a shared praise and worship service with the
residents of the Knowles Assisted Living Center. First Baptist, with Rev.
Arrold Martin taking the lead, shared heavenly blessings through giving
Christmas Gift Bags to everyone! Submitted by Kathy Harrell

Room in the Inn – A Testimony
It’s very difficult trying to find purpose when you are lost trying to find
love. Over the years, I have experienced different hopes, different pains
and different joys. It’s then meeting someone with absolutely nothing
materially and they continue to smile and have faith. It is that which
teaches me to never forget and never take for granted that this could be me,
this is me and they are me. This lets me know I won’t be a lost boy
forever.” Submitted by Scotty Robinson

Missions at Your Door Step
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“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.”Matt 25:40
Submitted by Rev. Dr. Arrold N. Martin, Assistant to the Pastor and Community Care Team
Room in the Inn The first month is behind us as we gear up for the coldest months of the winter season in
Nashville. Forty men have experienced your kindness through the month of December. One down and three to
go – months that is. We are truly blessed to have Gabriel Bryson volunteer to be an Inn Keeper for the entire
four months. He did get Christmas day off to travel. Thank you to all who have made December successful.
Join the Inn Crowd There are opening for: Inn Keepers in February and March; Laundry in January, February
and March; Hosts in January, February and March. Please see Rev Arrold Martin or Sis. Mona Hayes to
sign-up as a volunteer.
Koats for Kids
On Saturday December 1, 2018 the community care group sponsored Open Closet and Koats for Kids. Through
your generous donations and the large monetary contributions of Jan Jones Carter and Mai Olive Lusk 96
children will have new coats for the winter. 19 coats were given on that Saturday, 5 coats for Angel Tree
children, 15 coats to Robert Churchwell Elementary School, 25 coats to Nashville Rescue Mission for Women
with Children, and 32 coats to Alex Green Elementary School. Thank you for making this a huge success.
Submitted by Deborah Howse & Retha Buchanan

Ministry Announcements
Praise Dancers Rehearsal
Praise Dance class meets Wednesdays at 4:30
p.m. on the lower level of the sanctuary. For
those interested in participating please contact
Ms. Frankie Jackson to receive an information.
Please note that when MNPS is out, there will
be no practice. The rehearsal dates for January
are 9th, 16th, 23rd, and 30th Please remember to
wear comfortable clothes! And thank you for
joining in expressing God’s word through
movement.

Save the Date
We are hosting a baby shower for
Sis. Nia Tolbert!
Saturday, February 16, 2019
12:00 p.m.
MLK Fellowship Hall

Deacons of the Week for January
Week of
Deacon
Phone #
6
Carol Boone
(615) 851-1527
13

Beverly M. Brown

(615) 885-5334

20

Martin Currie

(615) 932-9662

27

Richard Dinkins

(615) 202-5213

Scheduling Access to Church Buildings
To all groups needing entry and use of the church,
sanctuary, and Ennix-Jones Center during the week,
please call the church office at 615-255-8757 in
advance of your event. This is to ensure personnel are
available to allow entry and to have a record for
security purposes. Your cooperation is highly
appreciated.
Please send all electronic correspondence to:
fbcch13@gmail.com.
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Sermon Digests
November
4

“Church Assets”
Pastor Smith
Matthew 5:13-16
Submitted by: Conra Collier

The sermon on the Mount shows Jesus teaching His
disciples; the 'Beatitudes are the blessings. What are the
disciples charged to do?
Although our being debt-free is an asset, the real assets of
the church are its members and friends. All are blessed,
even those who are poor in Spirit, who are advancing God's
kingdom. Pastors, other leaders are also assets.
1) How God made us. We are disciples of Jesus Christ.
Commit yourself to be a follower. Be who He wants you to
be.
2) What we mean to the lives of others. How do we make
a difference in the lives of others? When we identify as
Christ's disciples, we are like light shining in dark places.
3) What it means to the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. Salt
and light have effects in difficult places. We give hope to
others. As we do good for others, we honor Jesus. We, as
Jesus' disciples, are the salt of the earth and the light of the
world.

November
11

“The Importance of Praise”
Pastor Smith
Psalm 150
Submitted by: Conra Collier

This sermon was given during the recent mission trip to
Tanzania. Watch how the people praise the Lord. See how
God blesses you. The book of Psalms is the resource of
worship. It is a book of praise. Praise is important; it
touches the heart.

November
18

“The Importance of Praise”
Pastor Smith
Hebrews 10:19-25
Submitted by: Kathy Harrell

Encouragement is the work of God. All of us are called to
share in the Ministry of Encouragement and God places us
here to fulfill our real purpose of helping one another move
from where we are to the place where God needs, wants, and
desires us to be. We cannot lean on just our own faith as our
only foundation of strength to see us through all of life’s
adversities. In those times when we stumble and falter, or
become discouraged and anxious, the encouragement of
others helps us persevere and hold firm to Jesus Christ.
We are able to encourage others because of who God is, not
because of who we are. We use what God has given us to
teach faith and hope, to love, and to do good deeds. We spur,
reassure, and inspire, so that others understand what it means
to be in a relationship with Jesus Christ.
What can see and understand about the Ministry of
Encouragement?
Point 1. We must believe what we profess to believe in
order to encourage others.
What we believe impacts how we behave. We must
demonstrate in our life and living, what we say we believe.
Encouragers have confidence of what we put our faith in; we
believe in the possibility of what we profess. There is no
doubt, hesitancy, or second-guessing in our encouragement.

Psalm 23 talks about the “valley of the shadow of death”.
Psalm 100 encourages us to make a joyful noise. Psalm 150
shows that no matter what the situation may be, we should
always praise the lord.

Point 2. We must do what we have to do in order to
encourage others.
Encouragement requires a deliberate, relentless, and
persistent intentional effort. Even as we demonstrate the
glory of God, continuous offers of encouragement may not
always be willingly accepted. Nonetheless, encouragers are
unwavering and unshakeable; we do what is necessary to
boost and revitalize others to stay the course of God’s Will!

Why is praise important?
1. Response to His present in our lives. God’s
presence is everywhere, not just the Sanctuary.
Psalm 24 says that we can find God everywhere;
Matthew 1 tells us that Emmanuel means that God
is with us…even to the end of the age.
2. What God does for us. Psalm 150 describes His
acts of power and greatness. He provides for our
daily needs including food, water and healing.
3. Whate we feel inside. Praise is aresponse to inne
feelings; what we feel for ourselves aswe hve been
saved from our sins. Praise His goodness to us.

Point 3. We must let our presence be our present in
order to encourage others.
We are Blessed to be a Blessing. Sharing time together
allows the spirit to move from person to person, where
mutual encouragement can easily happen. A kind word, a
warm embrace, a friendly greeting, a gentle smile, a firm
hand-shake, or a softly spoken prayer are just a few ways
that help (encourage) others when we come together. Our
physical presence is a Gift that we must share with each
other; it is by this connection that we can seek out and find
ways to help one another move from where we are to the
place where God needs each of us to be.
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“When the World Comes to Our
Door”
November
Pastor Smith
25
Luke 16:19-31
Submitted by: Beverly Brown
Sandra Parks, at the age of 11 wrote an essay for a
Martin Luther King contest about the dangers of gun
violence. Last week, at age 13, a stray bullet pierced her
bedroom room window and killed her. The world came
to her door and as a result, it brought unexpected grief,
pain, and agony to her home. The world comes to our
door in so many ways. Sometimes the world brings
grief, fear, tough choices; whatever it brings it never
stops coming. Moreover, Luke 16:19-21 is about a rich
man, who in death, wanted to trade places with a poor
man, Lazarus. In life, Lazarus was sickly and suffered
with sores over his body, but the rich man safe and
secure from all troubles. In death, the rich man was in
Hades and Lazarus at Abraham’s side. The rich man
wanted God to send Lazarus to warn his family to
respond differently in life, as to avoid ending up in
torment as he had.

The three (3) take home points are as follows:
1) When the word comes to our door it should cause us
to wrestle with what we see. It is easier sometimes to
ignore and not acknowledge a person that does not seem
important to society. In this parable, Lazarus received a
name (God helps), elevating our perspective of him.
How we see others determines how we treat them.
2) When the world comes to our door it should cause us
to wrestle with what we value. The rich man’s values
were selfish until his fortunes changed and he then had
concern for others. All of God’s people have value.
God’s people are to demonstrate the character and
actions like Jesus, no matter, a person’s status - rich or
poor. Behaviors such as care, concern, love, etc. are to
be shown before the world brings tragedy to one’s door.
3. When the world comes to our door it should cause us
to wrestle with how we respond. The rich man wanted to
warn his siblings that it matters how we treat others, but
the choice was theirs as to how to respond. God wants
each individual to put our faith into practice. Our
Christianity ought not be a routine or ritual. Again, a
disciple’s actions are to be actualized in a Christ-like
manner. That means we should do as Christ did and not
be so heavenly bound and no earthly good for others or
ourselves. Amen, Amen, & Amen.

“Hello, This is God Speaking”
December
Pastor Smith
2
Isaiah 40:1-5
Submitted by: Deborah Luter
Our scripture today comes from the Old Testament
written for the people of Israel. The people of Israel had a
proud heritage of what God was doing through them, but
they found themselves depressed and confused because
of their situation. They wondered why God let this
happen to them. In the midst of life with radical swings
of ups and downs, God is still speaking and acting. There
is comfort in knowing this is God speaking to us. We
who hear the message of God are charged to share that
message with others. When God speaks, part of the
message of God is:
God tells us to bring comfort to tough places: This
once proud people were now feeling as if the hand of
God was no longer with them, because they were now
slaves of Babylonians and also victims of their own sins.
They are in their wilderness. Our wilderness is wherever
it is difficult to hear the voice and see the hand of God.
There are many ways people end up in their wildernesses
and though it is easy to judge others who struggle in the
wildernesses, we all have to do wilderness work. God’s
desire is to bring comfort to the people. We have to help
salvage lives from their shipwrecks. We have to try to
bring comfort to shipwrecked lives.
God tells us to make pathways straight: Raising
valleys and lowering mountains are not easy things to do
in the lives of people. But sometimes that is what it takes
for people to see that God is at work. Part of the trick of
the enemy is to make difficult the pathways to
accomplish what we need to accomplish. Voting laws
established to make it difficult for people to practice their
civic duty. Pathways still need to be made straight. But
we must be intent on making the paths straight in our
minds. We have to believe these are the right things to
do.
God tells us to show God’s glory: The word “glory”
means light or brilliances, brightness. When we see the
glory of God it means we see the light that comes from
God. To give glory to God means that we shine a light
on God so others can see. Many times we just need to
move out of the way so others can see the Glory of God.
There are those who are looking to see the glory of God
but we become the obstacles by what we say, do, don’t
do, and don’t represent. It is not about the outward signs.
It is about genuine signs.
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Our Vision
\
First Baptist
Church, Capitol Hill is Building, Restoring, and Revitalizing lives through
Jesus Christ.

Our Mission
z

Love God, Make Disciples, Serve Community

Looking for a Church Home?
If you are looking for a church home, we encourage you to come and visit us! There are several ways to become
a member of FBCCH.
Baptism - when a person is willing to initially express a belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and is willing
to live one’s life according to His will. Baptism is the symbolic initiation into the Christian faith.
Christian Experience - when a person who has previously been a member of another church chooses to unite with
FBCCH, believing this to be the place for one’s spiritual nurturing. These people have already been baptized and
have committed a faith relationship with Jesus Christ.
Watchcare - when a person wishes to have his or her membership with FBCCH while he or she is temporarily
living in the city.
Associate - when a person who has a membership in another church wishes to have a membership in FBCCH.
Restoration - when a former member chooses to rejoin FBCCH.
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