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PASTOR’S PEN
At the end of May we paused for the summer from our Bible Study classes on Wednesdays. We will begin again in
September. Though we have paused from the classes, we do not want it to be a pause from reading, studying and
reflecting on God’s word and our faith. There are several things we will be doing during the summer designed to keep us
in tune with God’s word.
As an outgrowth from the Bible Study classes we are inviting all members and friends to share in reading three books.
They are Out of Solitude by Henri Nouwen, Hearing God by Dallas Willard and Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard
Thurman. This will be for your personal reading and spiritual reflection. For the convenience of the congregation we
have ordered the books and they should be available by Sunday, June 9. The cost for all three books together will be $35.
Individual copies will be $12 each.
Vacation Bible School will be June 10 – 14. The theme is “On Safari: Managing What Belongs to God” with Psalm 24:1
as the scriptural basis. We will start each evening with dinner at 5:00 p.m. and classes to begin at 6:00 p.m. We have
classes for all age groups.
In addition to this, our book club is reading the book, Becoming by Michelle Obama. We will set a time in the near future
for those who have read the book to come and discuss it.
There are other activities for our spiritual equipping that are still in the planning stages. Stay tuned to the Sunday bulletin
and emails announcing these events.
In addition to these Christian Education activities we will observe Children’s Sunday June 9. We will also have baptism
on that Sunday during the morning worship service. Scholars’ Sunday will be June 23. We will recognize those who
have graduated from one level to the next. Please contact the church office at 615-255-8757 if you or someone in family
who is a member of First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill has graduated during this commencement season.

Sunday, June 30 is Family and Friends Sunday. We hope you will make the special effort to invite others to come
and worship with us on that Sunday. Start with Sunday Morning Live! (Sunday School) at 8:45 a.m. and worship at
10:00 a.m.
Summer is the time of vacation and replenishing and relaxing. We should not equate that with not doing what needs to be
done to stay spiritually in tune to the blessings and nurturing from God (Hebrew 5:13 – 14). We hope that you don’t see
this as a chore but as an opportunity to strengthen our capacity as disciples of Jesus Christ. We are committed to building,
restoring and revitalizing lives for Jesus Christ.
Kelly M. Smith Jr.
Pastor
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DISCIPLESHIP
MOMENT
On Safari: Managing What Belongs to God
Theme Verse: “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”
On Safari: Managing What Belongs to God
~Psalm 24:1a
Theme Verse: “The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it.”
~Psalm 24:1a
Submitted by Rev. Joe Ella Darby, Assistant to the Pastor for Discipleship
Submitted by Rev. Joe Ella Darby, Assistant to the Pastor for Discipleship

Motto: I am a Steward4God!
I’m so excited about our FBCCH VBS co-directors,
Sis. Nicole Alexander and Sis. Kimberly Covington.
Let’s keep them in our prayers as they plan!
Our Vacation Bible School theme this year is On
Safari: Managing What Belongs to God. Just as God
created each animal of the wild unique, with great
purpose, God also created man and woman in His
own image. God has a unique plan for each of our
lives, and that includes entrusting us to be good
stewards. Psalm 24:1 tells us that the earth and
everything in the world, including everyone who
lives in it, belongs to God. Thus, if “everything”
belongs to God then we are responsible for God to
take care and manage what belongs to Him.
Knowing that we have been entrusted should allow
us to think differently about how we handle the
things of God. It is my hope that this summer’s VBS
curriculum will allow us to learn what it means to be
a good steward and will spark more intentionality as
we seek to be good stewards of God.
This series of studies are designed to engage
participants, as they understand more fully their role
as a Steward4God. Using the land of Zohannda as
our contemporary backdrop, we will introduce you
to Bomani, our safari guide for the week. The
Swahili word for safari means journey. We will
safari, or journey, with Bomani as he introduces us
to a village in Zohannda. We will meet key members
of Zohannda who will become teachers for us as we
become students of mother earth. We will draw from
the richness of African culture, learning the beauty
of stewardship. We will explore five areas of
stewardship, beginning with being stewards of the
earth.

As a part of our Black History Profiles, we will
introduce you to five organizations and ministries
who are stewarding and managing well what belongs
to God.
This VBS will be an awakening of sorts, as we say
yes to being intentional about our stewardship. I
want everyone, from child to seasoned saint, to take
more seriously our commitment to managing well
what belongs to God. Being entrusted to be a
Steward4God is a sacred trust that I do not want us
to take lightly. Together, in our commitment to
being good stewards for God, we not only glorify
God, but we make this world a better place in which
to live.
We are excited about growing in whole-life
stewardship. We look to see you June 10-14! Dinner
at 5:00 pm and Classes at 6:00 p.m. Below, is a
glimpse of our VBS daily curriculum.
DAY
1
2
3

4

5

I am a Steward

Biblical Text

STEWARDS OF THE
Genesis 1:26-31; 2:15
EARTH
STEWARDS OF
OUR LIVES
STEWARDS OF
OUR RESOURCES
STEWARDS OF
OUR
RELATIONSHIPS
STEWARDS OF THE
GOSPEL

Romans 12:1-8
Acts 4:32-37
Colossians 3:12-17
(children)
Colossians 3:12-25
(adults)
Matthew 28:18-20;
1 Corinthians 4:1-2

Ministry Announcements
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VBS 2019: June 10 – 14 Dinner will be served at 5:00 p.m. and
Classes start at 6:00 p.m. If you have questions or want to be a
part of the VBS Team, contact Co-Directors: Sis. Kimberly
Covington (615-566-3196 or kimberly.bass@comcast.net ) or
Sis Nicole Alexander (317-488-0738 or
nicolereneealex@hotmail.com). There are many opportunities to
serve.
Adult Book Club for a discussion of
Michelle Obama’s Becoming. The book
club will meet June 29th from 12 noon to 2
p.m. at FBCCH on the lower level. And
this isn’t just for the ladies!
See Sis. Mary Pleas for more information.

Women’s Life Group beginning June 29th. The
group will meet every other month from 9:00
a.m. – 11:00 a.m. at the Farmer’s Market.
Contact Sis. Chandra Pleas (pleas1@aol.com)
for more information.

SAVE THE DATE

Deacons of the Week for June
Week Deacon
Pamela Wood

Phone#
(615) 259-0623

9

Carol Boone

(615) 851-1527

16th

Beverly Brown

(615) 885-5334

23rd
30th

Martin Currie
Ernest Dismuke

(615) 832-9662
(615) 876-3552

2nd
th

Deacons of the Week

Children’s Praise Dance Rehearsal
The Children’s Praise Dance class meets
Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m. on the lower level of
the sanctuary.

Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Handbell Rehearsal takes place on Saturdays,
June 8th from 12:00 PM to 1:00 PM.

Prayer Request/Sick & Shut-in List
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In order to keep our prayer list current, please let the church office know if you (or someone you know) have changed
address or if someone should be added to or removed from the prayer list.
Sis. Quinester Calloway
Sis. Jan Jones Carter
Sis. Rosa Mimms
Major Alicia R. Bodie

Bro. Derrick McDaniel
Christian Care Center Nursing Home
202 Enon Springs Rd., E.
Smyrna, TN 37167

Sis. Elizabeth Backus
Wesley Common
1110 Marshall Road #6220
Greenwood, SC 29646

Sis. Rose McDonald
111 N. Carolina Ave. #204
Lexington, NC 27292

Sis. Bertha Taylor and
Bro. Willie Taylor
105 Valley Green Dr.
Antioch, TN 37013

Deacon Ernest Rhodes
Bethany Healthcare Center
Deacon Jean Lambert
755 S. Rogers Street, Apt. 1101 421 Ocala Drive
Nashville, TN 37211
Pooler, GA 31322

Bro. Walter Vincent
4824 Fairmeade Court
Nashville, TN 37218

Bro. J.D. Martin
1650 Pine Tree Pass Lane
Lilburn, GA 30047

Sis. Maggie Roper
732 Garrison Drive
Nashville, TN 37207

Bro. Thomas Swanson
2500 Riverside Dr.
Nashville, TN 37216

Sis. Leslie Williams
2929 Old Franklin Road
Nashville, TN 37013

Ms. Ella Matambo
Macon, GA
(Friend of the Currie Family)

B I R T H D A Y S
4
5
6
11
15
16
18
19
20
21
23
25
28
29

JUNE
Shalone Sampson
Kyndal R. Christion
Anaya Campbell
Courtney Greene
Weldon B. Kidd
Gretchen Perkins
Jamar M. Ritch
Joy M. Sims
Walter Vincent Jr.
Desiree’ Robertson
Jewel M. Burks
Ronald Jones
Kerry Schrader
Ernest C. Rhodes
Ryan M. Gentry
Kenya McDaniel
Anita Greene
John Donaldson
Laquilla Robertson

JULY
1 Darrell Hayes
Ruth McGriff
DJ Wootson
2 Nannette Lacy
Tiana McKnight
6 Herman Jackson
Simon Morrow
7 Rosetta Perry
9 Rev. Dr. Arrold Martin
10 Lanny Babb
Chandra Lipscomb
Gary Rowe
11 Pastor Kelly Smith
12 Evelyn Fancher
14 Candace Cosey
Mona Hayes
15 Tamarah Daniel
John Knight Jr.
Sheila Littleton
17 Maribeth Crutchfield White
Roosevelt Roper
Makala Sampson
20 Keenan Robinson
22 Ryann O. King
23 John Alexander
Vincent Baker
25 Sue Hall Smith
Erma Todd
Robert Wood II
27 James Collier
Ernest Dismuke Sr.
Beverly A. Scott
31 Harvey Doughty
Cassandra Teague Walker

AUGUST
1 Dorothy Jarrett
Benny Perry
2 Zuri Walker Dinkins
Gearldean Johnson
Carl E. Jones Jr.
3 Ilene White
4 Helen P. Anderson
Robin Jones Battle
Ivan R. Davis Sr.
Delores D. Grimes
5 Augustus Bankhead
Cynthia F. Jones
7 John Fenderson
David O. Jones
8 William “Woody” Baron
9 Mary O. Pleas
10 Shirley Bass
12 Danielle Anderson
15 Sharon Dixon Gentry
Deborah Howse
Paul Luter
Elisha Richardson
16 Pamela Wood
18 Whitley Campbell
21 Sylvia Burton
22 Shanell L. McGoy
24 Monica Carter
25 Terrance Hurd
27 Jane Fort
Barbara Mines Baxter
29 Shirley Cody
30 Richard Dinkins
Emma Jean Lambert
Sherika Lynch

Christian Education
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An Overview of the Bible Study Series on “Study & Meditation”
The most recent Bible Study series focused on the spiritual practice of studying and meditating on God’s Word. When
we study and meditate on God’s Word, we are focusing on communing with God, listening to His voice through the Holy
Spirit, learning how to respond to scripture and therefore deepening our connection to Him.
The class used a text entitled “Study & Meditation” by J. Johnson (2019), which outlines this study in a series of 6
chapters:
Immersing Yourself in God’s Thoughts The introduction of this text and chapter 1 reminds us that we were created to
have an interpersonal relationship with our Heavenly Father. A perfect model of how to develop this relationship can be
seen in Jesus Christ. During His time on earth, we repeatedly see Jesus spending time with the Father in prayer, study and
listening to the voice of God. By using spiritual disciplines (prayer, meditation, fasting, giving thanks and serving) we
can draw near to our Father, learn to hear His voice, savor (treasure, taste) His word and begin to obey and be guided by
it.
Reading and Responding to Scripture uses the worship service led by Ezra (Nehemiah 8:1-18) as an example of multimodal activity of reading and responding to God’s word. It highlights how the people put “all of themselves into it, and
they responded with all of themselves” – raising of hands, shouts of “amen”, weeping, celebrating. This came as a result
of not just reading and hearing the word, but processing and understanding. But even more importantly, they engaged in
the hearing of God’s word expecting He would speak to them.
Comprehending God’s Truth shares a method for engaging in “genuine study” of Scripture. It suggests that we should
ask questions of the text; questions that 1) help us to collect facts/context, 2) help us to connect the dots between what we
know and the new information; and 3) help us to reflect on the significance of the passage AND ask God to show us how
to put it into practice in our own lives.
Meditation and Obedience emphasizes reading the Bible with our mind and heart; this is the core of meditating on the
Word. Meditation is the work of reflection, consideration, listening to the Holy Spirit speak to you, pondering what one
has heard or read, and applying its truth to the issues of life. The cycle outlined below demonstrates this process.
A Biblical Model
A powerful Biblical model for studying God’s Word is presented in Chapter 5, Lectio Divina. Again, we see Jesus
demonstrating the perfect way to engage in this practice. Mark 1:35 states that early in the morning, Jesus spends time
with the Father. This alone time with Goad is critical. In this chapter it also shows us the power of knowing God’s Word
in a study of Mary and Hannah. These women demonstrate the power of faith, prayer and knowing the Word of God. We
learn from their lives that using the process of lectio divina to meditate on the scriptures, we can discern what the Word
has to say to us about our lives.
Entering the Gospel Scene provides another method for meditating on scripture – using our imagination. And in using
this approach, every word, every aspect of the scene matter. Using this approach, we put ourselves in the place of the
various characters and imagine what we would see, hear, smell, touch, or taste if we had been present. This can be very
powerful.
So, we invite you to spend time alone, praying, engaging with the Word in deeper ways, meditating on the Word and
allowing the Holy Spirit to bring the Word alive in your life daily. We recommend a few books (besides this one) that
might help with this process.
Henri Nouwen’s “Out of Solitude” 2004 Ava Maria Press.
Dallas Willard’s “Hearing God”. 2012 InterVarsity Press.
Howard Thurman’s “Jesus and the Disinherited” 1949 Abingdon Press.
Study Resources:
Matthew Henry’s commentary https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/
Strong’s Concordance https://www.biblestudytools.com/concordances/strongs-exhaustive-concordance/

Christian Education

June 2019 Readings and Sunday School Lessons

Jesus Institutes the New Covenant
TOPIC
SCRIPTURE
“Clean Feet, Clean Hearts
John 13:2b-7
Mark 14:17-24; Hebrews 8:6-7,10-12)
“Jesus Institutes the New Covenant”
Youth: Better Promises
Children: Celebrate the New Promise
Jesus Seals the New Covenant
DAY
TOPIC
SCRIPTURE
Monday, June 3rd
“Turmoil at the Last Supper”
Mark 14:26-31
Tuesday, June 4th
“Jesus Prays while the Disciples Sleep”
Mark 1:32-42
Wednesday, June 5th
“Jesus Is Betrayed and Arrested”
Mark 14:43-50
Thursday, June 6th
“Jesus Is Crucified before Friends and Enemies”
Mark 15:16-24
th
Friday, June 7
“Two Criminals Are Crucified with Jesus”
Mark 15:27-32
Saturday, June 8th
“Faithful Women”
Mark 15:40-47
Sunday, June 9th
“New Covenant Sealed with Jesus’ Blood”
Hebrews 10:19-25
Adult: Restored Relationship
Youth: Restoring Relationships
Children: A Restored Relationship
The New Covenant’s Sacrifice
DAY
TOPIC
SCRIPTURE
Monday, June 10th
“The People Promise to Obey”
Exodus 1:3-8
Tuesday, June 11th
“Aaron Performs the Atoning Sin Sacrifice”
Leviticus 16:11-19
Wednesday, June 12th
“Redeemed and Purified”
Titus 2:11-15
Thursday, June 13th
“Entering the Sanctuary by Jesus’ Blood”
Hebrews 10:19-25
Friday, June 14th
“The Time Has Come”
Hebrews 9:1-10
Saturday, June 15th
“Christ, the Final Sacrifice for Sin”
Hebrews 9:23-28
Sunday, June 16th
“Christ, Mediator of the New Covenant”
Hebrews 9:11-22
Adult: Cleaning Up the Mess
Youth: The Gift of Second Chances
Children: A Special Offering
Hearts United in Love
DAY
TOPIC
SCRIPTURE
Monday, June 17th
“Christ, the Source of Life”
1 John 5:6-12
Tuesday, June 18th
“Pursue Unity in the Church”
1 Peter 3:8-12
Wednesday, June 19th
“All Peoples United in Christ”
Ephesians 2:11-22
Thursday, June 20th
“Christ, the Image of God”
Colossians 1:15-20
Friday, June 21st
“Paul’s Ministry in the Congregation”
Colossians 1:24-29
nd
Saturday, June 22
“Maintain Your Union with Christ”
Colossians 2:16-23
Sunday, June 23rd
“United with Christ and One Another”
Colossians 2:1-1
Adult Topic: Stronger Together
Youth Topic: Stronger Together
Children Topic: Team Strong!
Jesus Teaches about Right Attitudes
DAY
TOPIC
SCRIPTURE
th
Monday, June 24
“Living among Wrongdoers”
Psalm 57
Tuesday, June 25th
“Perfect God’s Love among You”
1 John 4:7-21
Wednesday, June 26th
“Great Rewards to Come”
Luke 6:17-23
Thursday, June 27th
“Apostles Chosen for Ministry”
Mark 3:7-12
Friday, June 28th
“Do Not Judge”
Luke 6:37-45
Saturday, June 29th
“A Life Pleasing to God”
1 Thessalonians 4:1-12
th
Sunday, June 30
“Right Attitudes for a Blessed Living”
Matthew 5:1-12
Adult Topic: Attitude Check
Youth Topic: Attitude Check
Children Topic: The Right Attitude
DAY
Saturday, June 1st
Sunday, June 2
Adult: Making Promises
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MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP MANAGEMENT

Sermon Digests
“Naomi & Ruth: A Love Thicker than
Blood”
March
Pastor Smith
10
Ruth 1:1-18
Submitted by: Adrienne Fancher
The familiar saying, “blood is thicker than water,” is
commonly used to suggest that family ties are stronger
than other associations. However, the original phrase,
“The blood of the covenant is thicker than water of the
womb,” is a reference to bonds among soldiers in
combat. With Naomi and Ruth, we see a different
expression of this bond that characterizes their love.

Point 1. Their love was thickened by their choosing
each other.
Circumstances were beyond their control: their
husbands’ deaths left the daughters-in-law with no
obligation to Naomi. Ruth chose to stay with Naomi.
Naomi also chose to help Ruth get re-settled. We like
to be chosen! Sometimes we feel stuck in a situation.
We want to be chosen for ourselves, not for what we
have or can do.
Point 2. Their love was thickened by their making
room in their hearts.
There was no cultural reason for Ruth to stay with
Naomi because Israelites and Moabites were enemies.
They had to make room in their hearts to love each
other. Sometimes, to be in relationships, we have to declutter our hearts to make room for the relationships.
Hate, prejudice, jealousy, envy – keep us from letting
others in. We must make room.
3. Their love was thickened by their making good
come from bad.
Before we get to love, there is death as Naomi’s
husband and sons die. In their day, being a widow was
a very difficult situation because the community does
not always support widows. Even though the story
starts badly with death, it ends well in Ruth and Boaz’s
love story, who are the ancestors to Jesus!
We have to understand that sometimes there will be
rough experiences that will get us to the goal. Pure
gold is too soft to work into jewelry. It must be mixed
with something to make it strong. Good experiences
are mixed with trouble to make us strong enough to
handle Life.

“Euodia & Syntyche: Aiming for the
Greater Good”
March
Pastor Smith
24
Philippians 4:1-3
Submitted by: Beverly Brown
Pastor Smith shared a historical background of
Philippians 4. Those present were prodded to be in synch
with the Lord for a greater reward, healthy relationship in
church, and church people via prayer. Strengthen
fellowship can promote loving, supportive interactions,
and reduce conflicts that could arise. The reason being, it
reinforces an environment for the greater good and unity.
In this scripture Apostle Paul gives the principles of
working in unity and working as partners for best
outcome for all parties.
1. To aim for the greater good is which to have the
same mind in Christ. That means having the same mind
with Christ and working together to discover what is in
the best interest of the church. That does not mean, that
everyone will always have the same or accept a particular
opinion; but, it does mean that one is open to compromise
for all parties involved. Moreover, it is about what God
would have His Children to do through the understanding
of Jesus Christ.
2. To aim for the greater good is to be intentional
about conflict resolution. At times that may mean
saying less and listening more. Be aware of the larger
agenda that can promote greater fellowship among
members and the community as a whole.
3. To aim for the greater good is to maintain side-byside ministry. Avoid confusion, be proactive, be willing
to work out the situation as a team. Bring your best self
and strengths in all situations to promote greater
discipleship. The point is, humankind has many struggles
in doing God/Christ Jesus work; as a result, God/Christ
Jesus people need to avoid struggling with each other.
Amen, Amen, & Amen.
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“Handling Forgiveness”
Pastor Smith
Luke 23:32-34
Submitted by: Adrienne Fancher
Each of the Gospels has a story of Jesus’ death and
resurrection. Luke shares something not found in the
others: we hear from Jesus something more about Him.
With everything going on around the cross, Jesus’ first
words were about forgiveness. Forgiving is not an easy
thing. It does not flow easily. It is hard to understand how
to forgive when you’ve been hurt so badly.
April
14

1. We handle forgiveness through a spirit of prayer.
Jesus offers prayer for other people in the middle of all
the betrayal that brought him to the cross. Often when
people have hurt us, they don’t even realize what harm
they have done. We may be tempted to pray “against”
that person, but we should pray for them. How often do
we pray for others when they have betrayed us? No
matter what, pray for others.
2. We handle forgiveness through self-care.
People often confuse forgiveness with reconciliation.
Reconciliation is about making amends with the person
you have wronged. Forgiveness is to care for the self. We
don’t have to reconcile with someone to forgive them.
Forgiveness must be unconditional. You cannot base
your forgiving on another person’s action. Don’t let the
injury hold you back: sometimes you have to “let go” in
order to get what you want.
3. We handle forgiveness through a sincere heart.
We can’t be coerced into forgiving someone: if done only
as an obligation, it won’t work. Let it go with a sincere
heart. We don’t need to carry that burden.
The power of forgiveness is that the burden cannot be
carried on the sincere heart. Holding a grudge does not
restore anything or anyone. People have to work on
forgiveness; it makes us better people. God will help you
get where you need to go.

“The Big Comeback”
Pastor Smith
Mark 16:9-14
Submitted by: Kathy Harrell
We all like comeback stories. And there is no greater
comeback than what happened 2, 000 years ago in
Jerusalem when Jesus resurrected from the grave. Many
comebacks we hear about come from a range of
possibilities, and even during Jesus’ lifetime, His
comebacks were believable ‘almost’ to the very end. But
to come back from death was not something that we could
imagine. The challenges in our lives sometimes become
overpowering, causing us painful, long-term setbacks.
April
21

We’ve been counted ‘down and out’, faced
embarrassment, criticism, humiliation, and even rejection
from family or friends. Battling back against improbable
odds, returning to a place of success, redemption, and
good-standing is the way we have made our comeback.
Whatever the struggle or reason for our setback, each of us
can realize the blessings of our own comeback story.
1. It was the big comeback because it enables others to
comeback. Mary Magdalene’s comeback story was not
just because Jesus healed her from 7 demons, but also
because she was the first to tell others of Jesus’
resurrection. It is well and good that comeback stories
have an encouraging influence on others. But, when we
have lost all hope and are in our darkest moments, our
faith is grounded in the big comeback. Because of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, real comebacks are those
where lives are restored, hearts are mended, futures are
redirected, wounds are healed, and hope is reborn!
2. It was the big comeback because it wasn’t
sidetracked by naysayers. We will always be
challenged by those who are negative and critical of what
we are trying to accomplish. What God has Gifted us to
do does not fit within the realm of everyone’s
understanding. Although we may not succeed the first
time, we cannot let others discourage us from
accomplishing what God has destined us to do.
3. It was the big comeback because it will last. Many
comebacks have a short life span and all will eventually
end. We never know what the future holds or how long
we can maintain our comeback. But, no matter what the
circumstances may be, the comeback of Jesus Christ will
last.
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“Too Blessed to Complain”
Pastor Smith
Philippians 4:14-20
Submitted by: Beverly Brown
We do not live in a world that is perfect and neither do
we live in a world filled with perfect people. There are
human beings that complain both when blessings are
bountiful and when they do not perceive it as being
bountifully blessed. In His blessings and being blessed
God/Christ Jesus gives more than what is needed because
of His love for all of humankind.
April
28

The three (3) take aways are as follows:
1. We are too blessed to complain because of the
people God places in our pathway.
God/Christ Jesus puts every person and situation in an
individual’s life for a reason, whether that reason is
understood or not at the time. There are people that God
places in one’s pathway that have played an important
role in your life. Please know that everyone in your
pathway is not going to be a blessing; but, it is designed
to teach and for the person to learn a lesson that may not
have occurred without that particular encounter.
2. blessed to complain because God is still in the
supplying business.
One has to be able to appreciate what is provided in one’s
life personally and professionally, etc. even without
solicitation. God/Christ Jesus supplies both our needs and
wants when and where He deems it to be appropriate.
Maybe this is a tough season for you right now; but,
know that God is preparing blessings for you right now.
Sometimes, the blessings are right before one’s own eyes
and it is missed.
3. We are too blessed to complain because we see
things through the glory of God.
The aura and brilliant reflections can contribute to the
individual shining as only God/Christ Jesus can do.
Whatever is happening in one’s life, you must always be
open to seeing the glory of God/Christ Jesus. He can and
will see you through whatever your experiences may be
To give glory means to shine a brilliant light on
something. Therefore, stop complaining about what you
do not have and give God/Christ Jesus glory for what He
has done and will continue to do in your life. Amen,
Amen, Amen.

“The Other Sides of Faith”
Pastor Smith
Psalm 27
Submitted by: Deborah Luter
The foundation of our relationship with God is by faith.
Faith looks different for each person. It is the belief
system that helps us deal with ourselves and the
circumstances of life. But our faith will have its highs
and its lows. The opposite of faith is not doubt, it is fear.
We must realize that everyone goes through faith crises.
There are times when we each wonder if it is really going
to work out. Faith has to be flexible enough to manage
life’s circumstances.
1. There is the side of faith that expresses confidence
The phrasing of this Psalm says “the Lord IS my
light….The Lord Is the stronghold of my life.” It is
interesting some of the things people put their confidence
in. We trust things that are tangible and flawed. We trust
things that are temporary and transitory. And yet we fail
to trust God. That’s the kind of confidence we should
have in God. We walk through a lot of difficult
situations. We face great uncertainty. But we should still
trust that God will make a way somehow.
May
5

2. There is the side of faith that expresses concern
It is interesting that one of the things this Psalmist does is
that at verse 7 he shifts the psalm to a prayer. The first
six verses are testimonies about his confidence in God.
But now, as he reflects upon that God, he felt this was a
good time to just pray to God.
There has to be built into our faith a space for us to raise
concerns and even complaints. Some things in our lives
are handled just because we have the confidence that God
will handle it. But there are also some things that are
handled by just getting them off our chest.
3. There is the side of faith that expresses hope
Hope means that I am open to the possibilities of God. I
may not know how it is going to work out, but I know
that it will work out. The Psalmist said to wait on the
Lord . The waiting is not a passive waiting but an active
waiting. While we wait we still come to worship, still
come to bible study, still pray, still fellowship, still sing,
still help, still serve, still teach and still love.

Correction: The digest of the March 17th sermon,
“Vashti & Esther: Finding Our Voice”, posted in the
May 2019 edition of The Torch, was submitted by Sis.
Kathy Harrell. The Torch Staff apologizes for the
misprint.
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Our Mission
z

First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill is Building, Restoring, and Revitalizing lives through
Jesus Christ.

Our Vision

Love God, Make Disciples, Serve Community

Looking for a Church Home?
If you are looking for a church home, we encourage you to come and visit us! There are several ways to become
a member of FBCCH.
Baptism - when a person is willing to initially express a belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and is willing
to live one’s life according to His will. Baptism is the symbolic initiation into the Christian faith.
Christian Experience - when a person who has previously been a member of another church chooses to unite with
FBCCH, believing this to be the place for one’s spiritual nurturing. These people have already been baptized and
have committed a faith relationship with Jesus Christ.
Watchcare - when a person wishes to have his or her membership with FBCCH while he or she is temporarily
living in the city.
Associate - when a person who has a membership in another church wishes to have a membership in FBCCH.
Restoration - when a former member chooses to rejoin FBCCH.
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Scheduling Access to Church Buildings
To all groups needing entry and use of the church, sanctuary, and Ennix-Jones Center during the week, please
call the church office at 615-255-8757 in advance of your event. This is to ensure personnel are available to
allow entry and to have a record for security purposes. Your cooperation is highly appreciated.
Please send all electronic correspondence to: fbcch13@gmail.com.

