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PASTOR’S PEN
What a great Holy Week we had. Holy Week, which is the week leading up to Easter, is the high point for Christians. It is
because of the events that happened during Holy Week that gave Christianity its meaning. As a matter of fact, Christmas
only has its importance because of what happened doing Holy Week. Holy Week is the week that God showed God’s
eternal love for us that God was willing to allow God’s son to be the sacrifice for all humanity. God’s son is Jesus Christ.
And his death on the cross paid the price for our sin and gave all of us salvation from the consequences of our sin (1 Peter
2:24).
Our observance this year was very significant for us. On the Wednesday of Holy Week we began the Stations of the
Cross (Matthew 27:31 – 33). Each year we have done it has been so spiritually and emotionally moving to go through it.
To read the stories, to pray, to reflect, to write out things that was requested and to just think about what Jesus had to
enduring on his way to the cross at Calvary just for us is a tremendous thing for us to experience. There were those who
went through the experience in our church building crying as they experienced the moment. Each person wrestled with
his/her emotions and spirituality during the experience. We are fully indebted to Sis. Marquentas Deaderick, who was the
principle coordinator of the Stations of the Cross, and all of the people who worked to set it up, to volunteer time and to
make sure the experience was fulfilling the expectation as intended. I am truly grateful.
Good Friday, the Friday before, we had a worship service focusing on women who Jesus encountered on during his last
week in the flesh. The four messages the four women brought were all exceptionally powerful and convicting. Each
preacher took us there to the place of which she was preaching. We truly felt as though “we were there.” They left us
reflecting on not only the biblical story but about our own place in the Christian faith. We thank The Reverend Shantell
Hinton, The Reverend Sondrea Tolbert, Elder Catina Parrish and The Reverend Dr. LaShante Walker for blessing us with
the Word. We also thank The Reverend Joe Ella Darby for the vision and her committee that pulled all of the pieces
together. It was no small task and we thank God for you. It exceeded expectations.
Now we continue to move forward. At our Ministry of Stewardship Management Council (MSM) meeting our financial
report indicated we are on target with our budget for the year, with our giving being just a little above what we had
budgeted for the first 6 months of the church year, and our expenses are much less than we had budgeted. Any member
who wishes to get a copy of the mid-year financial report can see Bro. Paul Luter. Also in the meeting I mentioned that
Bro. Bill McDaniel has requested to step away from being Chairman of Trustees. Bill has done a tremendous job as
chairman and said he will continue to do the projects he has been working on. He wants to be seen as “Disciple Bill”, still
engaged as all Christians should be. First Baptist’s buildings are where they are today largely in part to the commitment
of Bill McDaniel and his love for FBCCH. We thank him for his past and future service. I have asked Sis. Valerie Hayes
to service as Chairwoman of Trustees, and this was affirmed by the MSM Council. We ask that your prayers and support
will be with the new chairwoman and the Trustees as they continue to handle the building, grounds and property of
FBCCH.
Finally, our prayers and encouragement are with The Reverend Dr. Arrold Martin, who was recently elected to be
President of the American Baptist Churches of the South (ABCOTS). His tenure will begin in September. He will do a
fine job.
Kelly M. Smith Jr.
Pastor
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Something About a Name
“…‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 14 God said to Moses, “I AM who I AM…” ~Exodus 3:13b-14a

Submitted by Rev. Joe Ella Darby, Assistant to the Pastor for Discipleship

Growing up, I knew I was named Joe Ella (Ella
being my middle name) after my dad Joseph, but I
always wanted a cool nickname. Usually nicknames
are terms of endearment, but my name was simply
shortened to Joe. It was not until I was an adult that I
learned the meaning of my name and now like just
being called Joe. Names usually reveal something
about one’s personality or character as experienced
by the one giving the name. Joe is a derivative of
Joseph, and in Hebrew it means “God will
add/increase”. The name Joella, spelled slightly
different from mine, in Hebrew means “The Lord is
willing”. I want to have the character that my name
denotes and often pray that I will be a good addition
to whatever place I’m called to serve as God willing
uses my gifts.
Similarly, in the bible there are many names for God
that reveal God’s character based on one’s
experience of God. Hagar, in Genesis 16, fled to the
desert from Sarai’s mistreatment of her. She was
pregnant with Abram’s son. There in the desert, the
angel of the Lord found her, tells her what to do, and
makes a promise to bless her and her unborn child.
Because of that experience, Hagar gave God the
name, El Roi, which means “the God who sees”. In
that challenging experience she learned that God
indeed sees our afflictions and in turn, she was able
to see a glimpse of God’s character expressed in
mercy.
When the angel of the Lord visited Gideon, calling
him to the great work of delivering God’s people
from the Midianites (Judges 6), Gideon was sure he
was going to die because he had seen an angel. In
the midst of that fear, God spoke peace to him,
telling him not to be afraid. This led Gideon to build
an altar to God and there Gideon named God,

Jehovah Shalom, which means “God is my Peace”.
Gideon learned that peace is not absence of war,
strife, conflict, or fear; nor is peace something that
cannot be grasped. Gideon took ownership of that
encounter with God and named God “his” peace
despite and in the face of “his” fear”.
When God met Moses at the burning bush and called
him to lead his people out of Egypt (Exodus 3),
frightened Moses asked God for a name to tell the
Israelites if they were to ask who sent him. God told
him to tell them I AM sent him. God is indeed the
unchangeable and self-existent God who still longs
to reveal Himself to His people as often as we want
to experience Him. Later, after Moses successfully
crossed the Red Sea, the Israelites were attacked by
the Amalekites at Rephidim (Exodus 17:8-16). God
told Moses to write down what happened and to
ensure that Joshua would hear it. Instead of raising a
flag, Moses built an altar and there called God
Jehovah Nissi, which means, “The Lord is my
banner”. Later in scripture, the writer in Song of
Solomon 2:4 reminds us that God’s banner over us is
always love!
I encourage you to research the names of God.
There are many websites such as,
http://www.compellingtruth.org/names-of-God.html
that will be a good start. As you read a different
name of God, pay attention to what names connect
with you. Incorporate those names into your prayers
as you go to God in prayer. You can also go to
https://www.navigators.org and search for 30 Days
of Praying the Names and Attributes of God. You
will be amazed at the richness of your intimacy with
God as you address God by various names that
reveal truth about God’s nature and character.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
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Marques Jawon Robinson

Kyra Hayes

Tennessee State University
College of Business Administration
Bachelor of Business Administration Degree

Hampton University
College of Business
Bachelor of Business Management Degree
Minor in Leadership

Christian Education
If you enjoyed reading The Hate U Give, join us as we read the second
novel by Angie Thomas,
On the Come Up
Sundays @ 8:45 a.m.
MLK Fellowship Hall
Minister Candice Nunn will reframe the story from a spiritual perspective.
To participate, you must have
• Written permission from a parent or guardian
• Possess a copy of the book
• Commit to attend the class

Mark Your Calendar for VBS 2019: June 10 – 14
If you want to be a part of the VBS Team, contact
Co-Directors Sis. Kimberly Covington (615-5663196 or kimberly.bass@comcast.net ) or Sis Nicole
Alexander (317-488-0738 or
nicolereneealex@hotmail.com). There are many
opportunities to serve.

Prayer Request/Sick & Shut-in List

4

In order to keep our prayer list current, please let the church office know if you (or someone you know) have changed
address or if someone should be added to or removed from the prayer list.
Sis. Quinester Calloway
Sis. Jan Jones Carter
Sis. Rosa Mimms
Major Alicia R. Bodie

Bro. Derrick McDaniel
Christian Care Center Nursing Home
202 Enon Springs Rd., E.
Smyrna, TN 37167

Sis. Elizabeth Backus
Wesley Common
1110 Marshall Road #6220
Greenwood, SC 29646

Sis. Rose McDonald
111 N. Carolina Ave. #204
Lexington, NC 27292

Sis. Bertha Taylor and
Bro. Willie Taylor
105 Valley Green Dr.
Antioch, TN 37013

Deacon Ernest Rhodes
Bethany Healthcare Center
Deacon Jean Lambert
755 S. Rogers Street, Apt. 1101 421 Ocala Drive
Nashville, TN 37211
Pooler, GA 31322

Bro. Walter Vincent
4824 Fairmeade Court
Nashville, TN 37218

Bro. J.D. Martin
1650 Pine Tree Pass Lane
Lilburn, GA 30047

Bro. Roosevelt & Sis. Maggie Roper
732 Garrison Drive
Nashville, TN 37207

Bro. Thomas Swanson
2500 Riverside Dr.
Nashville, TN 37216

Sis. Leslie Williams
2929 Old Franklin Road
Nashville, TN 37013

Ms. Ella Matambo
Macon, GA
(Friend of the Currie Family)

B I R T H D A Y S
2
3
4
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
21
22
23
25
27
29
30

MAY
Cody Sims
Charles Williams
Kristin Daniel
Ian Dinkins
Fred Jones Jr.
Edith Kimbrough
Emmitt Hayes
Conra Collier
Keyonce Shaw
Kendra Speigner
Jillian Duke
Regina Morrow
Elsie Swanson
Sunny Owunnah
Denzel Williams
Larry Baker
Melanie R. Knight
Aerin Washington
Suanne Padgett
Marcia Mitchell
Carlton Crutchfield
Antonio Stacker
Ta’naisha Hillman
Allison Johnson
Dainon Sidney

4
5
6
11
15
16
18
19
20
21
23
25
28
29

JUNE
Shalone Sampson
Kyndal R. Christion
Anaya Campbell
Courtney Greene
Weldon B. Kidd
Gretchen Perkins
Jamar M. Ritch
Joy M. Sims
Walter Vincent Jr.
Desiree’ Robertson
Jewel M. Burks
Ronald Jones
Kerry Schrader
Ernest C. Rhodes
Ryan M. Gentry
Kenya McDaniel
Anita Greene
John Donaldson
Laquilla Robertson

JULY
1 Darrell Hayes
Ruth McGriff
DJ Wootson
2 Nannette Lacy
Tiana McKnight
6 Herman Jackson
Simon Morrow
7 Rosetta Perry
9 Rev. Dr. Arrold Martin
10 Lanny Babb
Chandra Lipscomb
Gary Rowe
11 Pastor Kelly Smith
12 Evelyn Fancher
14 Candace Cosey
Mona Hayes
15 Tamarah Daniel
John Knight Jr.
Sheila Littleton
17 Maribeth Crutchfield White
Roosevelt Roper
Makala Sampson
20 Keenan Robinson
22 Ryann O. King
23 John Alexander
Vincent Baker
25 Sue Hall Smith
Erma Todd
Robert Wood II
27 James Collier
Ernest Dismuke Sr.
Beverly A. Scott
31 Harvey Doughty
Cassandra Teague Walker
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Ministry Announcements

Volunteering at The NRM The Hill’s Community Care Team of Volunteers served 487 dinners at the
Nashville Rescue Mission Men’s Campus on April 8th. Such amazing Blessings were shared among
patrons and visitors!

Children’s Praise Dance Rehearsal
The Children’s Praise Dance class meets
Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m. on the lower level of
the sanctuary.

Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Handbell Rehearsal takes place on the
following Saturdays from 12:00 PM to 1:00
PM: May 4th, 18th, and June 8th.

Deacons of the Week
Week Deacon
5th

Emmitt Hayes

Phone#
(615) 876-3522

12th

Ronald McFarland Jr.

(615) 331-0564

19th

Sunny Owunnah

(615) 708-1893

Brian Wood

(615) 259-0623

th

26

Deacons of the Week

Youth Mental Health First Aid Training
Saturday, June 1
8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
MLK Fellowship Hall
Training fee of $25 includes book, MHFA
Certification, and a light lunch. Contact Susan
Howard (suehow309@gmail.com) to register by
May 27th.

Christian Education

May 2019 Readings and Sunday School Lessons

DAY
Wednesday, May 1st
Thursday, May 2nd
Friday, May 3rd
Saturday, May 4th
Sunday, May 5th
Adult: Putting the Past Behind Us

Called to Righteousness
TOPIC
“The Value of the Law”
“The Purpose of the Law”
“God is Faithful and Fair”
“Jesus Brings True Justice”
“All Called to Righteousness”
Youth: Do What’s Right

DAY
Monday, May 6th
Tuesday, May 7th
Wednesday, May 8th
Thursday, May 9th
Friday, May 10th
Saturday, May 11th
Sunday, May 12th
Adult: Life Without Guilt

Called to Live in the Spirit
TOPIC
“Believers in Jesus Have Eternal Life”
“Spirit of Christ in Our Hearts”
“The Resurrection of the Dead”
“Seeing Others through Christ”
“An Eager Longing”
“Sustained and Led by the Spirit”
“No Condemnation in Christ Jesus”
Youth: Walking Right

DAY
Monday, May 13th
Tuesday, May 14th
Wednesday, May 15th
Thursday, May 16th
Friday, May 17th
Saturday, May 18th
Sunday, May 19th
Adult: Surrendering Pride
DAY
Monday, May 20th
Tuesday, May 21st
Wednesday, May 22nd
Thursday, May 23rd
Friday, May 24th
Saturday, May 25th
Sunday, May 26th
Adult Topic: A Job to Do
DAY
Monday, May 27th
Tuesday, May 28th
Wednesday, May 29th
Thursday, May 30th
Friday, May 31st

The Call of the Gentiles
TOPIC
“The Heritage Keepers”
“A Light for the Gentiles”
“Life in Christ Jesus”
“Testimony of God’s Grace”
“Israel’s Rejection is Not Final”
“All Peoples Saved by Faith”
“Salvation of the Gentiles”
Youth: Called to Be Included
Called to New Life in Christ
TOPIC
“Trust and Honor God”
“The Gift of Love”
“Lifestyle of Christian Believers”
“Seek Peace and Pursue It”
“Genuine Love for Each Other”
“Living Together in Harmony”
“A Living Sacrifice”
Youth Topic: Someone is Calling You to
Go
Called to Righteousness
TOPIC
“The Original Passover Celebration”
“Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem”
“Preparation for the Passover Meal”
“The Heart-centered New Covenant”
“The Lord’s Supper Shared with Disciples”

SCRIPTURE
Romans 7:7-12
Galatians 3:19-29
Romans 3:1-8
Romans 3:9-20
Romans 3:21-31
Children: Telling the Good
News
SCRIPTURE
John 5:19-24
Galatians 4:1-7
1 Corinthians 15:12-28
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Romans 8:18-25
Romans 8:26-30
Romans 8:1-14
Children: Doing Things a New
Way
SCRIPTURE
Romans 9:1-5, 14-17
Acts 13:44-49
Colossians 2:1-10
Acts 20:17-24, 32
Romans 11:1-10
Romans 11:25-36
Romans 11:11-24
Children: Everyone is Welcome
SCRIPTURE
Proverbs 3:1-12
1 Corinthians 13
Luke 6:27-36
Psalm 34:1-14
Romans 12:9-15
Romans 12:16-21
Romans 12:1-8
Children Topic: Going on a
Mission
SCRIPTURE
Deuteronomy 16:1-8
Mark 11:1-10
Mark 14:12-16
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Luke 22:14-23
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Missions at Your Door Step

“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.”Matt 25:40
Submitted by Rev. Dr. Arrold N. Martin, Assistant to the Pastor and Community Care Team
May 19, 2019
Dear Friends at First Baptist Church Capitol Hill,
As our community celebrates Room In The Inn Volunteer Weekend on May 27 and 28, we ask that you
share this letter of thanks with your congregation.
We are writing to express our profound gratitude for your congregation’s participation in the Room In The
Inn shelter program this past winter season. Your volunteers offered a place of refuge from the cold and
danger of the streets, an effort that surely saved lives. During the 2018-2019 season, more than 7,000
volunteers in 199 congregations provided 29,200 shelter beds, served over 86,900 meals, and gave over
137,000 hours of volunteer service.
Specifically, during the 2018-2019 season, First Baptist Church Capitol Hill:
• Provided 170 shelter beds
• Served 340 meals
• Gave 952 volunteer hours
• Drove 44 miles
These numbers only begin to reflect your congregation’s deep commitment to serving those who are most
vulnerable in our community. We recognize the many hours that go into planning for and hosting Room In
The Inn guest. The power of one listening ear, one conversation, one warm smile, and one person learning a
name and a story has an impact that extends beyond the walls of your congregation. When guest return to
our downtown campus in the morning, they have the energy they need to face the challenges that are in
front of them. Thanks to the efforts of you and other congregations, more than 700 individuals have moved
into housing and over 1,000 individuals have found meaningful employment over the past five years.
More than three decades ago, the power of one person reaching out in love to his neighbor with nothing
more than a peanut butter and jelly sandwich and an open door built the foundation that fuels the mission of
Room In The Inn. That mission can only succeed alongside congregations, community partners,
organization, and individuals who are willing to do whatever one thing they can do to help build a city that
accounts for all its neighbors.
On behalf of our board of directors, staff, and guest, thank you for your gift of service.
Sincerely,

Bob Cooper,
Board President
Room In The Inn
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Sermon Digests
“Mary & Martha: Christian Hospitality”
Pastor Smith
Luke 10:37-42
Submitted by: Deborah Luter
Being hospitable is important. In the biblical concept of
hospitality to share hospitality is to share life. It is more
than just providing food or refreshment. There is
intimacy, fellowship, support and love. At the time of this
story, Jesus was making his way to Jerusalem, to the
place of his death. As they traveled just outside of the
city of Jerusalem was the village of Bethany, the place
where his friends Martha, Mary and Lazarus lived.
Martha invited Jesus over. One can understand Martha’s
point when you consider that Jesus didn’t travel alone.
There are an additional 12 people that showed up on
Martha’s doorstep. You can only imagine the anxiety she
had to feel. And yet her sister Mary was just sitting at the
feet of Jesus. The dispute from Martha caused Jesus to
rebuke her to understand that Mary in this context has
chosen the better part. Both were offering hospitality, but
in their own individual way.
March
3

Point 1- We need to have the Marys and the Marthas
of the world
We have to be careful to be so quick to judge Martha
based on a surface reading of what Jesus said to her. Not
only do we need the Mary’s of the world, we need the
Martha’s too. Part of our challenge is that we too often
try to squeeze the Mary’s into the Martha roles, and vice
versa.
Point 2-We need to take full advantage of the Christ
moment
Every time this Mary is mentioned in the Bible she is
sitting at the feet of Jesus.
When her brother Lazarus died and Jesus came to see
about them she was at Jesus’s feet. When Jesus came to
dinner once Mary took some oil and anointed the feet of
Jesus. And then there is this passage where she is sitting
at the feet of Jesus. Wouldn’t it be a blessing if someone
were to say that every time they saw us we were sitting at
the feet of Jesus?
Point 3 – We need to choose not what is good, but
what is better and best
Not every situation is between right and wrong, good and
bad. Sometimes it is between good and better. And
better and best. Often we settle for good when the best is
still an option for us. Jesus likely knew his statement
would create an awkward moment for all of them. It was
not made out of a lack of appreciation; however, more of
a call to choose what is best.

“Vashti & Esther: Finding Our Voice”
Pastor Smith
March
Esther 1:1, 4-5, 9-12, 15-18, 2:17-18, 3:1,
17
5-7, 4:12-16
Submitted by: Adrienne Fancher
Vashti, Queen to King Xerxes, had position, wealth, status,
and power within the kingdom. Esther was
poor,
unprivileged, orphaned (reared by a cousin), and
considered to be a minority within the kingdom. Even with
these stark differences of backgrounds, both women lived
in a culture that did not respect women. Women were
exploited, demoralized, and looked upon as objects.
Vashti and Esther prove that courage comes in different
shapes, sizes, and colors. Just as these women found their
voice to challenge injustice, we too must find our voice
when we encounter inequality.
Point 1. Finding our voice is to have a different voice
than others.
We are all different, distinct, and unique in the ways we
express our experiences, logic, and integrity. Queen
Vashti expressed a voice of defiance by refusing to
‘openly’ promenade before the King and other intoxicated
men. Queen Esther was hesitant and reluctant to go speak
to the King because he had not summoned her. However,
with encouragement, Esther risked her life to go speak to
the King after realizing that her voice must be heard in
order to save the Jewish people from annihilation. We do
not need to express ourselves in the same way as anyone
else; the importance is that each one of us use our voice to
speak (respond) to cruelty and indignity against everyone.
Point 2. Finding our voice is speaking truth to power.
It is our challenge and charge to speak life! Doing so
means that we must stand against things that contradict
life-demoralization, discrimination, manipulation, and
degradation. In speaking truth, our intent is to oppose the
corrupt power structures that seek to deny life’s basic
fairness. Our speaking up is not simply for the sake of
challenging power; it is to restore the core dignity of life.
We may not always win our cause, but we cannot afford
to be silent.
Point 3. Finding our voice is risky business.
It takes courage to act on what we believe. When we stand
against powers and principalities, we may lose popularity,
finances, status, and relationships. Nevertheless, it is
crucial to understand the importance and value inherent in
taking risks. Each one of us should stand for that which is
right and just. Different voices, used in different ways; we
must find our voice, whatever it is, and then let it be heard.
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“Today, Tomorrow and the Next Day”
Minister Candice Nunn
Luke 13:31-35
Submitted by: Sheila Littleton
We encounter warnings on a regular basis especially
those relating to natural disasters. Warnings allow us
to negotiate appropriate actions of safety. We should
listen to warnings and utilize appropriate actions. The
Pharisees warn Jesus of danger from Herold as they
report Herod’s desire to kill him. The Pharisees
motives though are questionable with their warning, as
they are not really interested in his welfare. As a
result, Jesus’ responds to their warning by filtering it
through the perspective of his purpose. He does not
comply with their warning, as they don’t understand
his purpose. His purpose involved driving out demons
and healing persons today and tomorrow and reaching
his goal on the third day.
March
31

The power of our purpose should drive us. We can
only imagine the miracles that would not have
occurred if Jesus had responded to their warning in the
way they intended. We have a powerful purpose as
well, and must move forward today, tomorrow and the
next day.
We must follow our purpose and press on with
peace that is given by God. Though storms come and
may linger, we can have peace to sustain us. Having
peace allow us to be active and stay on purpose
regardless of the difficulties. Peace is not blind to the
status quo and to things that need to be said and done.
Jesus concludes with the promise of tomorrow. Our
purpose drives us with peace and the power of promise
is extended to us. We are blessed when we speak out
about Jesus regardless of what others think. We have
purpose, peace, and the promise. Jesus was not moved
by the warnings. We can reflect on warnings in our
lives and recall if there were any that stole our
aspirations in life. The warnings that need to be a
focus in our lives is that God is with us today,
tomorrow, and the next day. He is Immanuel (God
with us). In Christ, we have purpose as we navigate
with peace to get the promise.

“Handling Betrayal”
Pastor Smith
Matthew 26:20-25
Submitted by: Deborah Luter
One of the most difficult things for human beings to deal
with is betrayal. To be betrayed means that there was
initially a trust relationship, but trust is broken. Dealing
with betrayal is worse than dealing with known enemies.
You can see and identify your enemies. But those who
are on the inside hurt you worse because many times you
don’t see it coming.
April
7

Jesus was betrayed by Judas. Almost every reference to
Judas in the Bible refers to him as the betrayer or traitor.
Point 1- We should handle betrayal by calling it out.
Jesus called it out. He told all of the disciples that one
would betray him. This is not only to identify the
betrayal, but to also identify the feelings you have from
it. To call it out is not necessarily to confront the person
but to confront the feeling itself. But our aim should be to
start a process of healing the feelings of broken trust.
Point 2-We should handle betrayal by staying focused
Jesus was able to remain focused. Although this betrayal
was going to cost him his life, he kept looking forward.
When we lose focus then the person who has betrayed us
has accomplished what they are trying to do.
Point 3 – We should handle betrayal by giving them
what they don’t deserve
When we are betrayed, we want the betrayer to
experience hurt, pain, failure, embarrassment and all of
the feelings we feel. But we must not forget that we are
Christians who do not conform to this world but are
transformed, and thus, we have to respond differently.
In the very next verse after Jesus calls out the betrayal, he
does the one thing that has become so common in the
community of faith, he establishes communion, the
Lord’s Supper. Judas, nor anyone else was dismissed,
put out or treated any differently. Though you may not
relate to the people in the same way, he tells us that even
in betrayal, denial, faithlessness and distrustfulness there
is still the desire for establishing community.
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A Piece of FBCCH History
(Part 3 of 3 Parts)
Race, Class and Recreation: What's in a Name? Hadley Park: A Historical Problem
By the late 1890s, Mary Hadley Clare was revered in Nashville because she helped start the Daughters of
the Sons of Confederate Veterans. The Confederate Army veterans held their largest reunion in Nashville
during the Tennessee Centennial Exposition. Unionists were not pleased that the US was not honored in
such great fashion, but the commissioners delayed an affair so the US President could travel to Nashville
and speak.
Commissioner Lewis admired Mary for work with the neo-Confederate celebrations and
organizations. Dr. John L. Hadley’s 18-year old Mary had slipped off from his home near the Hermitage,
traveled to John Overton's plantation mansion (today’s Travelers' Rest) to serve as a Rebel nurse during
the battle of Nashville. She and other young ladies evaded the Union Army guards during preparations for
the battle of Nashville. Confederate Gen. John Bell Hood established his headquarters in the Travelers
Rest mansion. The young nurses socialized with the officers and elite of the Confederacy.
Mary went down Franklin Pike (8th Ave. S.) to a small Episcopal Church chapel in nearby
Brentwood (a heavily Negro slave area) and married Major William Clare on Dec. 12, 1864. On
December 15-19, 1864, Gen. Hood’s Confederate Army suffered a humiliating defeat at the hands of
Gen. George H. Thomas and his Union Army including thousands of US Colored Troops. Nearly 600
USCT died during their assaults on Overton Hill (northwest corner of Harding & Franklin Rd.) As Hood
and the remnants of his army fled down to Alabama, First Colored Baptist Mission (FBCCH), among
others, held prayer meetings to give thanks.
After the war, Mary and her wounded husband settled in Nashville. Her father Dr. Hadley died in
1873. He owned the 1,171 acres slave plantation in Jones (Hadley) Bend near Andrew Jackson's
Hermitage. Dr. Hadley was benevolent toward some of his former slaves: he left $2,000 for Mary
Laurence [Lawrence], "a colored lady I educated for a teacher, [now] teaching in Nashville.” His heirs
sold his land near Jackson’s Hermitage to DuPont Chemical Co. in 1917. Indeed, the “Hadley plantation”
associated with Hadley Park was not his.
In 1870, Maj. William Clare, a partner in Claire and McClanahan law firm, gained possession of
an acre of land and added another three acres (site Hadley Park center) before his death from paralysis in
December 1873. The Davidson County map (1870) includes “Clare place” in District 13 (area of Fisk,
TSU, Meharry, and Hadley Park). The court assigned Widow Mary half the notes due her husbands’ law
partnership, including Andrew J. Harding’s promissory note. The Will gave her the farm produce stored
“at the Hadley [Clare] farm.”
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The Globe (July 12, 1912) said Mrs. Clare died "a few months ago." Really, the Nashville Banner
(March 11, 1911) announced: "Death of Mrs. Mary Clare, the widow of the late Major William Clare of
the Confederate Army, among the South's most lovable ladies, died this morning at 2 o'clock at her
apartments, 1501 Broadway to be celebrated Sunday at First Presbyterian Church [Church St.].” Her will
(June 8, 1905) specified she be buried in the Mount Olivet Cemetery and $500 be spent to erect a
monument there "in memory of my father and mother and husband and myself."
Whereas the Union created beautiful National Cemeteries including the ones in Chattanooga,
Cumberland, Knoxville, Memphis, and Nashville (one on Gallatin Rd.) to inter the remains of the Union
dead including US Colored Troops (USCT), nothing was done for the Rebel dead lying in graves on
abandoned battlefields.
Mary Hadley Clare was among leaders of the United Daughters of the Confederacy (founded by
Nashville women on Sept. 10, 1894), and she was part of the Tennessee Memorial Society of Nashville
that helped recover and rebury the Confederate dead. She headed the Presbyterian Church Boys’ Aid
Society. Her probated Will (March 15, 1911) left her properties to a grandson.
Clare Avenue remains today on the south boundary of Hadley Park—southwest corner of
Buchanan St. African American (black) Nashvillians nevertheless affectionately claim Hadley Park as
theirs.
Submitted by Bobby L. Lovett; BLL, The African American History of Nashville, Tennessee (University of
Arkansas Press, 1999), Amazon.com/books.
(Be sure to check the May 2019 Edition of The Torch for Part 3)
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Our Mission
z

First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill is Building, Restoring, and Revitalizing lives through
Jesus Christ.

Our Vision

Love God, Make Disciples, Serve Community

Looking for a Church Home?
If you are looking for a church home, we encourage you to come and visit us! There are several ways to become
a member of FBCCH.
Baptism - when a person is willing to initially express a belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and is willing
to live one’s life according to His will. Baptism is the symbolic initiation into the Christian faith.
Christian Experience - when a person who has previously been a member of another church chooses to unite with
FBCCH, believing this to be the place for one’s spiritual nurturing. These people have already been baptized and
have committed a faith relationship with Jesus Christ.
Watchcare - when a person wishes to have his or her membership with FBCCH while he or she is temporarily
living in the city.
Associate - when a person who has a membership in another church wishes to have a membership in FBCCH.
Restoration - when a former member chooses to rejoin FBCCH.
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Scheduling Access to Church Buildings
To all groups needing entry and use of the church, sanctuary, and Ennix-Jones Center during the week, please
call the church office at 615-255-8757 in advance of your event. This is to ensure personnel are available to
allow entry and to have a record for security purposes. Your cooperation is highly appreciated.
Please send all electronic correspondence to: fbcch13@gmail.com.

