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PASTOR’S PEN

We are preparing again to send another mission group to Tanzania East Africa. Three years ago we sent persons to
Tanzania and shared with another group as a part of their mission team. This will be our second year going as a group
consisting just of members of First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill (FBCCH). This year our team consists of 9 people, two
who are new to the mission team. We will have to take three different airplanes on two different airlines and almost 22
hours of traveling to get there.
Each day we are there we will travel 2 hours each way to and from the site where will be doing our mission work in
Osiligi, Tanzania. The place it is the middle of an undeveloped field that is about two miles off the road. Though our
vehicles can drive to the site, they are following which amounts to foot paths, with landmarks being trees, bushes and
anthills. Everything we do will be outside, and there are no “facilities” out there. We will refresh and relieve in the
wilderness!
We are taking with us over 150 very beautiful dresses made by women at FBCCH. It is wonderful seeing what they
are doing with their hands and helping us to share joy in the lives of families there in Tanzania. We are also taking
soccer balls, which is their game of choice. We will take some other supplies as well. We have been blessed by others
who have contributed money and in other ways.
While we are there this year we will do some of what we did last year. We will teach classes to the women, to the men
and to the children. We will also have daily worship services.
One of the greatest needs they have stated and that we have witnessed it for the church to build a building. Currently,
they worship and have activities under a tin roof shed with no walls. Last year, because of the number of persons who
came, we worshipped under a tree. We going to help them with building their building. They have raised money for
the building and we will contribute to it as well. We are also planning to share in the groundbreaking for the building
the first day we are there. In addition to that some who are a part of our team (me included!) will physically helped to
dig the foundation for the building and to assist in whatever else we can while we are there. It will take a few months
to complete the building.
One additional person to our team is a woman who is a Tanzanian. She has been a valuable asset to us each time we
have gone. She helps us not only with translating the language, but with understanding the culture there and knowing
what is appropriate or inappropriate for us. She is an architect by trade and has been our point person in helping to
develop the plans for the church building. She is going to supervise the project until it is completed. She is a Godsend
for us in this work we are doing there. What a blessing.
Ephesians 6:18 reminds us of the importance of praying through the Spirit for all occasions for all kinds of prayers and
requests, and praying for the Lord’s people. We are confident that while we are gone you will be praying for our travel,
our health, our safety and the work we will be doing there. And pray that we will let God’s glory shine through us and
our efforts there. Pray that we will build a spiritual bridge between the community there and ours here in Nashville that
will continue to be a blessing to each of us. We thank God for the opportunity.
Kelly M. Smith Jr., Pastor

2

MISSION AT YOUR DOORSTEP
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine,
you did for me.” Matt 25:40
American Baptist Churches USA response to Hurricane Dorian
Hurricane Dorian, which over the Labor Day weekend was one of the most powerful Atlantic hurricanes on record, pounded
Grand Bahama Island for more than an entire day, killing at least twenty people. Floodwater inundated homes in the Abaco
Islands in the northern Bahamas ahead of its advance on the U.S. East Coast. Bahamian officials cite the destruction in the
northern Bahamas as a “historic tragedy.” The president of the Caribbean Baptist Fellowship, Rev. Dr. William Thompson, who
lives in Nassau, Bahamas advised that a comprehensive assessment will be done as soon as possible. In the meantime, the
immediate response requires water, food, flashlights, mattresses and medical supplies. International Ministries has sent a
$15,000 One Great Hour of Sharing emergency relief grant to the Caribbean Baptist Fellowship as an initial response. The
magnitude of the destruction we can see already shows devastation that will require not just immediate relief, but also the longterm rebuilding of homes, lives, and livelihoods. International Ministries has no global servants or volunteers serving in the
Bahama islands. Gutierrez-Lee requests prayer for all the people affected by the hurricane, and particularly to lift up Baptist
leaders and members as they mourn their own losses, while at the same time seeking to provide leadership in relief and recovery
efforts from this devastating event. FBCCH will be sending $1,000 in support the relief efforts under One Great Hour of Sharing.
How Your Mission Dollars to American Baptist Churches USA Are Distributed
UNITED MISSION supports the work of National Ministries. 62% is returned to the region.
FIVE ANNUAL OFFERINGS
1. The America for Christ (AFC) offering is divided into two-thirds for the work of National Ministries, and one-third for the work
of the American Baptist Churches of the South. (Usually given in March)
2. The One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering supports disaster relief and development around the world. (Usually given
in June, it may be given throughout the year –especially in times of disaster)
3. The World Mission Offering (WMO) goes entirely for the work of International Ministries [missionaries, support of partners] in
countries beyond the borders of the United States. (usually given in October)
4. The Retired Ministers & Missionaries Offering (RMMO) is administered by the M & M Board to provide emergency relief and
a “thank you” to retired minister and missionaries. (Usually given in December)
5. The Region Offering provides needed assistance for the day to administrative needs of the Region of the South well as
numerous mission projects of the region (Usually given in July)
OTHER AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSION SUPPORT OPPORTUNITIES
1.INSTITUTIONAL SUPPORT. Gifts to American Baptist-related institutions in the United States, which participate in the
Institutional Support Process (ISP), are for their operating expenses. These institutions include seminaries, colleges, campus
ministries, student aid for colleges and seminaries, ministry development centers, retirement homes, hospitals, children’s homes,
and our national conference/training center (ABC) at Green Lake, Wisconsin.
2.SPECIFICS.Specifics are contributions to budget participants to provide extra money for special needs not provided for in the
participants’ budgets. Contributions for the National Council of Churches and validated local ministries are also included inthis
category. Gifts for a missionary’s personal use are NOT included here, but should be listed below as Miscellaneous Objectives.
3.TARGETED GIVING Gifts as results of special appeals by American Baptist covenantal partners., usually for special programs
and/or projects.
FBCCH will contribute $3,000 over three years to support the following seminaries: Morehouse School of Religion, Shaw Divinity
School, and Samuel Dewitt Proctor School of Theology at Virginia Union. All funds to ABC-USA are sent annually as a part of our
annual budget.
Submitted by Dr. Arrold N. Martin, Assistant to the Pastor
President, American Baptist Churches of the South

DISCIPLESHIP MOMENT
Growing in Love for God and God’s Word (Part 4)
“… rightly dividing the word of truth” –2 Timothy 2:15b (NKJV)
Submitted by Rev. Joe Ella Darby, Assistant to the Pastor for Discipleship
We move to the final phase of the OIA Inductive
Bible Study method. APPLICATION: How does
the text apply to life? During this phase, we reflect
on the meaning of the text, intentionally applying it
to our life and living by it. Be open to hear how God
is asking you to respond. Also, pay attention to any
verses that seem to linger in your heart. Talk to God
and do a follow-up study. Review your answers to
the questions posed last month. Was there a central
theme or meaning in scripture that spoke to you? Jot
that down and reflect. For me, the themes of trust,
relationship, and protection spoke to me. There is so
much here that I will probably continue next month.
Honestly, I wrestle with the primary interpretation of
this passage as original sin and fall of man due to
disobedience. My primary reason behind my
struggle is that the word “sin” is not stated in this
text and is not mentioned until Genesis 4 with Cain
and Able. We read the idea of sin into Genesis 3,
which prompts me to ask how is sin being defined
here and what is the sin? Is the sin eating the piece
of forbidden fruit, thus disobeying God? Remember
the man and woman did not have knowledge of
good and evil until they ate the forbidden fruit.
Seeing this primarily as the original sin, we are
tempted with the distraction of blaming the woman
and/or the man, which has been a source of poor
teaching and preaching that oppress women.
Whether we look at this text as literal or figurative, I
contend that if we only see this passage as the
original sin, then we have missed some prominent
truths about God and why we were created. The man
and woman were created by God for relationship.
This was never a transactional relationship nor
conditional one, but one of closeness and fellowship.
They were walking around in the garden with God,
unashamed and naked before each other, and
entrusted to care for God’s creation, including the
animals.

Everything was seemingly great, then the plot twists
when one of the beasts, that Adam would have
named, entered the scene. Along came a fellow
created being who was more crafty, which in the
Hebrew means more shrewd and cunning, than any
other beast God created. This serpent engaged the
woman in conversation and cunningly used the word
“really” to ask what God said regarding what was
acceptable to eat. After she responded by saying if
they eat or touch the tree in the middle of the garden
they will die, the serpent continued by telling her
that this is not true. And not only is this not true, the
serpent says God knows if they do eat their eyes will
be open and they will be like God knowing good and
evil. Buying into what the serpent said, they eat and
indeed their eyes were opened, they realized they
were naked, and they covered themselves. Hmmm…
Instead of the fall of man, I started to reframe this
text through the lens of trust as the awakening of
man. In what is considered a great failure, that led to
a chasm between man and God, I see as a very
costly teachable moment on trust in Creator God. Up
until this point, there was no reason to even question
God’s character. The text doesn’t say why the
serpent chose to use the way he was created against
his creator; we just know he did. Again, whether we
look at this text as literal or figurative, the order of
God’s questions can help us see what is important to
God. God asks: where are you? who told you? Did
you eat? Man and woman were close to God, not
just in proximity, but in fellowship and relationship.
God had not told them they were naked, they just
knew no shame. Don’t forget, we were created for
relationship with God just because!
Reflect: When was the last time you felt close to
God? Describe what “close to God” means for you.
When was the last time you were naked before God
and others, feeling no shame? Describe this freedom.
Join us next month for more….
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COMMUNITY CARE
Do you know a rising Junior
or Senior in high school?
Now is the time for them to
begin preparing to
successfully take the ACT
exam.
This fall, ACT Prep Workshops are being hosted
here at The Hill on
November 2, 2019
See Bill or Carole McDaniel for more information.
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Join the Women’s Ministry as we continue collecting
supplies for “ditty bags” for the Tennessee Prison for
Women and now the Women’s Nashville Rescue Mission.
Below is a list of needs from their wish list. Please bring
them and place them in the receptacles located in the lobby
and basement of our church. For more information or
questions, please contact Mona Hayes.
Shampoo, soap, deodorant
Toothpaste, toothbrush
Envelopes
Writing Paper
Folder
Greeting cards
Dictionaries for GED Program
Kleenex
Shower Shoes
Socks and panties (sizes 6-13)
Miniature flashlights/umbrellas
African-American hair products, including heavier combs
and hair oil

Children's Church will resume this month on the
2nd & 4th Sunday; from September through
May
for children ages 5 - 12. Hope to see you
there!!!!
Deacons of the Week for October
Week Deacon
th

Phone#
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Beverly Brown

13th

Ronald McFarland (615) 331-0564

20th

Sunny Owunnah

27th

Brian Wood

Deacons of the Week

(615) 391-3737
(615) 708-1893
(615) 259-0623
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CONGREGATIONAL CARE
2nd Annual Womanist Ethnography and Black Women's Vocation: Public, Local,
and Global Conversations
Vanderbilt Divinity School 411 21st Avenue South Nashville, TN 37240
October 26, 2019 8:45 a.m. -3:00 p.m.

This year we bring to the table women from the
United States, the Caribbean, Puerto Rico,
Mexico, as well as women whose vocation takes
form in (the combination of) congregational
ministry, social justice activism, theological
education, chaplaincy, and public spirituality and
care. Some are professors, graduate students, and
pastors; some are artists, poets, lawyers, painters,
and all are radical change agents in her/their own
way. Some identify as straight, lesbian, queer;
black, brown, Afro-Puerto-Rican, Afro-Latina,
African American, African Caribbean, Mexican,
southern, northern, rural, urban. And more. We
are a diverse group of black, brown, women
ethnographers who know our stories/our lives
matter.
This event is free, but does require registration.
For more information, contact Dr. Phillis
Sheppard at womanist.ethnography@gmail.com.

We’re
Better
TOGETHER
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Prayer Request/Sick & Shut-in List
In order to keep our prayer list current, please let the church office know if you (or someone you know) have changed
address or if someone should be added to or removed from the prayer list.
Sis. Maggie Roper
Sis. Leslie Williams
Ms. Ella Matambo
Sis. Jan Jones Carter
Green Hills Health & Rehab 2929 Old Franklin Road
Macon, GA
Sis. Rosa Mimms
(Friend of the Currie Family)
3939 Hillsboro Circle
Nashville, TN 37013
Major Alicia R. Bodie
Nashville, TN 37215
Bro. Derrick McDaniel
Sis. Elizabeth Backus
Wesley Common
Good Samaritan Health & Rehab Sis. Bertha Taylor and
Bro. Willie Taylor
1110 Marshall Road #6220
500 Hickory Hollow Terrace
105 Valley Green Dr.
Greenwood, SC 29646
Antioch, TN 37013
Antioch, TN 37013
Deacon Jean Lambert
Sis. Dororthy Vassall
755 S. Rogers Street, Apt. 1101 Sis. Rose McDonald
111 N. Carolina Ave. #204
Pooler, GA 31322
4646 Skylark St NE
Lexington, NC 27292
Lacey WA 98516
Bro. J.D. Martin
Deacon Ernest Rhodes
1650 Pine Tree Pass Lane
Bethany Healthcare Center
Bro. Walter Vincent
Lilburn, GA 30047
4824 Fairmeade Court
421 Ocala Drive
Nashville, TN 37218
Nashville, TN 37211

B I R T H D A Y S
OCTOBER
1 Rose Busby
Zelma Ewing
Mercedes M. Faulcon
Mia Washington
4 Carmen Howse
Aisha Westbrook
Daisy Westbrook
5 Celeste Williams
11 Destiny Beasley
12 Rosa Gayles
13 Florence Crawford
Virginia P. Suggs
14 Carrie Gentry
15 Nicole Alexander
Chandra Pleas
17 Sheila Anderson
Sean-Michael Coleman
Vernell Neely
18 Gabriel Faulcon
Joyce Laster-Hayes
Brian J. Wood
19 Charles B. Fancher
22 Amari Beasley
Armani Beasley
Nastajionna Beasley
Darryl Doughty
Arianna Washington
23 Jeremiah Kirk
Skylar Washington
27 Una Fenderson
28 Ebony Robinson
Theresa Washington
29 Henry Caudle
Vincent C. Johnson
30 Martin B. Currie

NOVEMBER
1 Jamal Buchanan
Victoria Knight
2 Kevin Copeland
3 Kamryn Cruson
Asalean Springfield
5 Terry Deas
8 Jesse O. Carter Jr.
9 Kevin Carter
10 Kimiya Beasley
Robert Boone
11 Alice Smith Risby
James Williams
14 Frances Baker
15 Lois Suttles
16 Clara Elam
James Ladd
Leaotha Williams
17 Dawann Westbrook
18 Jasmine Easley
Ruth K. Higginbotham
19 William McDaniel
20 Aaron J. Powell Jr.
Spencer Washington
Rita Williams-Seay
21 Titus J. Wootson
22 Carol Boone
Adrienne Fancher
23 Asia C. Adams
25 Ty’ki S. Beasley
Ty’kia Beasley
Jan Jones Carter
Melody Grace Neely
Allison Wootson
27 Dorothy Fort
30 Jeremy Suggs

DECEMBER
1 Gary M. Faulcon
2 Barbara Doughty
3 Kelly Copeland
Deborah Luter
Ilee Wade
4 Linda Thompson
Torrie Washington
5 Ashley Slay Glotta
7 Bernice Barnes
Tondrick Chandler
Vicki Todd-Stubbs
8 Corey Grimes
14 Brenda Duff
Nia Tolbert
15 Bettye Springfield
17 Leon A Deaderick
Barry Hobbs
Darryl Mason
18 Vonda McDaniel
19 Myles Sidney
22 Ivan Davis Jr.
23 Gloria t. Westbrook
24 Breanna Grimes
Cora Johnson
25 Valerie Lin Smith-Robinson
31 Jacqueline Knight

Christian Education

October 2019 Readings and Sunday School Lessons

Obedient Faith
TOPIC
“Mediator of the New Covenant”
“God Made a Covenant with Us”
“Remember that You Were There”
“Make No Heavenly or Earthly Idols”
“God Will Not Abandon You”
“Commit to Covenant Obedience”
Youth: Be Obedient
Blessed for Faithfulness
DAY
TOPIC
th
Monday, October 7
“Keep God’s Commandments”
Tuesday, October 8th
“On the Mountain with Jesus”
Wednesday, October 9th
“Prophetic Examples of Faithfulness”
Thursday, October 10th
“Paul in Faithfulness Restores Life”
Friday, October 11th
“God-sent Ravens Feed Elijah”
th
Saturday, October 12
“Elijah Restores Life to Widow’s Son”
Sunday, October 13th
“The Widow’s Faithfulness Rewarded”
Adult: Doing Right Pays Off
Youth: Wait! Help is on the Way
Faith Can Heal
DAY
TOPIC
th
Monday, October 14
“The Prayer of Faith is Powerful”
Tuesday, October 15th
“Your Faith Has Made You Well”
Wednesday, October 16th
“Believers Are Blessed”
Thursday, October 17th
“Bartimaeus Healed by Faith”
Friday, October 18th
“Faith is Expressed Through Actions”
Saturday, October 19th
“Jesus Raises the Widow’s Son”
th
Sunday, October 20
“Jesus Heralds the Centurion’s Healing
Faith”
Youth Topic: Healing in an
Adult Topic: Just Say the Word
Unusual Manner
Faith Saves
DAY
TOPIC
Monday, October 21st
“God’s Salvation for All People”
Tuesday, October 22nd
“Your Sins Are Forgiven”
Wednesday, October 23rd
“Salvation Requires Enduring Witness”
Thursday, October 24th
“All Who Call Will Be Saved”
Friday, October 25th
“Treat Each Other like Jesus Does”
th
Saturday, October 26
“Leaders Reject God’s Messenger”
Sunday, October 27th
“Her Many Sins Have Been Forgiven”
Adult Topic: Extravagant Love
Youth Topic: Showing Love When
You Are Forgiven
Self-Examination
th
Monday, October 28
“Weigh the Evidence Carefully”
Tuesday, October 29th
“Building Up Your Faith Community”
Wednesday, October 30th
“Honor Your Elders”
DAY
Tuesday, October 1st
Wednesday, October 2nd
Thursday, October 3rd
Friday, October 4th
Saturday, October 5th
Sunday, September 6th
Adult: Do as You’re Told

SCRIPTURE
Hebrews 8:1-12
Deuteronomy 5:1-7
Deuteronomy 4:9-11
Deuteronomy 4:14-24
Deuteronomy 4:25-31
Deuteronomy 4:1-8, 12-13
Children: Following the Rules
SCRIPTURE
Proverbs 3:1-10
Matthew 17:1-7
Luke 4:24-30
Acts 20:7-12
1 Kings 17:1-7
1 Kings 17:17-24
1 Kings 17:8-16
Children: Speak the Truth
SCRIPTURE
James 5:13-18
Mark 5:25-34
Galatians 3:6-9
Mark 10:46-52
Luke 6:46-49
Luke 7:11-17
Luke 7:1-10
Children Topic: We Know You Can
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 52:7-10
Luke 5:20-26
Mark 13:9-13
Romans 10:5-13
John 13:12-20
Luke 7:24-30
Luke 7:37-48
Children Topic: A Dinner to
Remember
Deuteronomy 19:15-20
1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
1 Timothy 5:17-22
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MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP MANAGEMENT

Sermon Digests
“Strange Fruit”
Minister Candice Nunn
Isaiah 5:1-7
Submitted by: Kathy Harrell
There are times when our expectations don’t always meet
the efforts of our thorough, rigorous labor. This is much
like those times when the meticulous, painstaking efforts
of a master gardener produce ‘strange fruit’, rather than
the lavish harvest that was expected. We often have to
confront the disparity between our expectations and the
heartbreak of reality.
August
18

While we may experience inequalities in some of our
personal goals and dreams, we must not accept the
systemic and institutional injustices that surround us.
God’s expectation in His gift of the ‘Garden’ was and is
that we would maintain a boundless harvest for all.
We are ensured of having enough resources, of every
kind, for everyone! The harvest is symbolic of life itself,
and we should expect to have lives of dignity, humanity,
and self-worth. When we encounter senseless imbalances
and inequities of lives, we must evaluate how we can
nurture and develop a healthy harvest for everyone.
1. We are the harvest. What will assure that all people
equally benefit from the cultivation of justice and
righteousness? What more could we do than what we
have done? The policies and procedures that govern how
we interact with one another is what determines the
quality of the fruit of our labor.
2. The fruit is never for the vine; it is for others. God’s
desire is that the fruit of life be nourishing to the souls of
all. Many people are in distress from being denied their
basic human, dignified rights. It is prevalent upon us to
grow and share our talents in ways that will help our
communities thrive and flourish.
3. We can and must reconnect to the true vine of Jesus
Christ. We must dismantle structures, systems and
institutions that operate on the basis of exclusion. Our
reconnection to the life giving Vine will guide us in
redirecting our actions, our energy and our resources.
‘Strange Fruit’ will always fall short of God’s intention
that we all have life’s harvest and have it more
abundantly.

August
25

“When God Sings”

Minister Kalyn Foster

Zephaniah 3:17-19
Submitted by: Beverly M Brown
Minister Foster shared a historical background of
Zephaniah. Judah because of their naughty rebellion,
God still thwarted their enemy oppressors out of His
love contributed to them being protected. She shared
that human beings are wired to respond to music as
therapy. For that reason, slave ancestors used it to
sooth and comfort them via songs such Precious Lord,
Amazing Grace, and music by Marvin Winan today.
Songs can transform the emotions of an individual.
History reveals that the judgement on Judea and as a
result they could have been cast out; but, again were
spared because of God/Christ Jesus love for them and
God/Christ Jesus people today.

God/Christ Jesus asked Judah to gather together and to
repent. Restorative justice is still possible even when
an individual may have messed up. Prayer, and
God/Christ Jesus is willing to give his another chance
out of God/Christ Jesus amazing grace. God/Christ
Jesus is still willing and does look beyond human’s
faults and sees each person’s needs. Minister Foster
shared that Marvin Winan is one of her favorite artist.
Finally, even when punishment for the remnant is
deserved, God/Christ Jesus save them with love; just,
as he continues to do for society today.
Amen, Amen, & Amen.

9
“Alone With God”
Pastor Smith
Genesis 32:22-32
Submitted by: Kathy Harrell
Our lives should never be so busy that we cannot find any
alone time with God. Alone time means just you and
God, person to person; a time of discovery about who
you are, but more importantly, about who God is.
September
1

Sometimes God allows challenging or painful situations
into our lives that will force us to decide if we are going
to spend time alone with Him or not. One such situation
occurred with the prophet Jacob, who had a prolonged,
one-on-one struggle with God; nevertheless, this struggle
did not shake Jacob’s faith, nor silence his prayer. Even
during the midst of his struggle with God, Jacob refused
to surrender until God blessed him.
God’s desire is for us to spend time with Him. There are
certain outcomes we should expect from being alone with
God.
Point 1. Expect Struggle
When God leads us to do certain things, it does not
necessarily mean that our journey will be easy. However,
we must be clear about the cause of our struggles. They
are not always because of someone else or something
else; often, we are struggling with our own selves
(character flaws, addictions, unhealthy relationships,
spiritual immaturity, poor stewardship, lack of faith…).
What is God trying to wrestle away from you, to free
within you? The true value of being alone with God is not
so God can hear you, but, so you can hear God.
Point 2. Expect Transformation
God does not punish us by letting us experience difficult
situations. Many times, God is just preparing us for what
He has in store for us. Being alone with God transforms
you, changes you into being the person God needs you to
be. Transformation moves you from chaos and disorder,
to balance and direction so that you are equipped to
follow God’s commands. Every time you are alone with
God, something should be changed within you.
Point 3. Expect Blessings
In every struggle with God, still, there is a blessing. All
blessings don’t come as you expect them; blessings come
in the form of God’s indescribable Grace. Whether you
face the darkest hour, loneliest night, heartache of
sorrow, or uncertainty of the future, the only blessing you
need, the only blessing you can rely on, is knowing that
the presence of God is with you every step of the way!
No matter what, until you get your blessing, Hold On!

“The Blessing of Broken Protocol”
Pastor Smith
Matthew 12:1-14
Submitted by: Adrienne Fancher
As Christians, we are charged to live as God desires. It is
important for us to have the highest reverence for God.
The importance of the Sabbath day is seen in the Creation
(God rested on the Sabbath day) and with Moses (God set
the 4th Commandment to honor the Sabbath). God
designed the Sabbath day for us to rest and reflect on
God’s blessings.
September
8

Jesus demonstrates that God desires mercy more than
sacrifice. Jesus broke protocol many times throughout
His life.
Some protocols, such as traffic laws, are necessary.
Sometimes protocol can be a barrier to discipleship. We
make barriers with economic status, race/ethnicity,
housing status, etc. However, Jesus was about breaking
barriers. We sometimes have to break protocols to
receive blessings.
1. The blessing of broken protocol is when it is about
people. The priority is the importance of people. It is
about helping people, making a difference in the lives of
people – not protecting institutions. The Church is
people, not buildings.
2. The blessing of broken protocol is when we do it for
good. Our motive is well-intentioned. We often don’t
want to do good unless there is some direct benefit for us.
God makes many opportunities for us to do good. Our
motive should be to make a difference.
3. The blessing of broken protocol is when we don’t
worry about the haters. Don’t worry about the people
who will criticize you. Matthew reminds us that Jesus’
good deed will not lead to a happy ending. You will
always have haters to stop you from doing good. Even
when you do the “Best Good” that you can do, there will
be haters who will criticize.
There is one protocol never to break: make sure to Praise
the Lord for all that He has done! Always take time to
praise God. When everyone congratulates you… When
everyone condemns you… Never break the protocol of
praising God!
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First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill
625 Rosa L. Parks Boulevard at Nelson Merry Street | Nashville, TN 37203
www.firstbaptistcapitolhill.org

Rev. Dr. Kelly M. Smith Jr., Pastor

Our Mission
z

First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill is Building, Restoring, and Revitalizing lives through
Jesus Christ.

Our Vision

Love God, Make Disciples, Serve Community

Looking for a Church Home?
If you are looking for a church home, we encourage you to come and visit us! There are several ways to become
a member of FBCCH.
Baptism - when a person is willing to initially express a belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and is willing
to live one’s life according to His will. Baptism is the symbolic initiation into the Christian faith.
Christian Experience - when a person who has previously been a member of another church chooses to unite with
FBCCH, believing this to be the place for one’s spiritual nurturing. These people have already been baptized and
have committed a faith relationship with Jesus Christ.
Watchcare - when a person wishes to have his or her membership with FBCCH while he or she is temporarily
living in the city.
Associate - when a person who has a membership in another church wishes to have a membership in FBCCH.
Restoration - when a former member chooses to rejoin FBCCH.
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Scheduling Access to Church Buildings
To all groups needing entry and use of the church, sanctuary, and Ennix-Jones Center during the week, please
call the church office at 615-255-8757 in advance of your event. This is to ensure personnel are available to
allow entry and to have a record for security purposes. Your cooperation is highly appreciated.
Please send all electronic correspondence to: fbcch13@gmail.com.

