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PASTOR’S PEN
During this month of Thanksgiving there are many things that I am thankful for the list is longer than this page can contain.
But I would like to share a few.
• I am thankful for my parents (Exodus 20:12). My mother will be 90 November 11. She has been and still is the
backbone of my existence and that of my sisters as well. We are so grateful to her, not just because she birthed us,
but also because of the nurture throughout life. Thanks mom. I thank God for the memory of my dad, who would
have been 99 last month. It is strange to think that chronologically he has been gone since 1984, but emotionally he
is still very much present, and we still eat the fruit of his contribution to our lives.
• I am grateful to others in my family (Psalm 127:3 – 5). Three children, seven grandchildren and a host of other
relatives and extended family continue to remind me of the blessings of God for what they mean to me. We don’t
always agree on everything (I don’t even always agree with myself!) and are not perfect by any stretch of the
imagination. But there is a cohesive love that permeates our relationship that helps us to stay connected and strong.
• I thank God for First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill (FBCCH) whose spirit runs so deeply in me (Ephesians 4:1 – 13).
So much of the good that has happened in my life has been because of my connection to this church. It has been an
honor to serve the church as pastor for 9 years (Vickie Stubbs pointed out to me the parallel of all of these “9’s” of
my mom and dad’s births and my years of service as pastor of FBCCH). We have traveled a good journey in these 9
years. We were $1.85 million in debt due to our building issues. We have since paid off the debt, committed to the
church tithing (setting aside 10% of our budget) for the purpose of mission, and are now using some of the money
from that mission set-aside to help build a church building in Longido Tanzania. We have come from “woes” to
“wows” watching how God continues to bless us and allows us to be a blessing to others. We are committed to
being a discipleship church, meaning that our focus is on how we can truly follow Jesus Christ and help others to do
the same. Our vision and mission statements reflect on what we are aiming to do and be.
• I give thanksgiving for opportunity (Colossians 4:5). Life cannot be enjoyed by living a cookie cutter existence. I
have been places in the world that people only read about. I have met people that have been instrumental in shaping
the course of human history, as well as the lives of individuals. Many friends and associates have made a difference
in my life. I have been in positions and places where I can help give positive influence to the lives of people. I have
made some mistakes, but hope that the good that I do and have done outweighs the impact of the mistakes. I am
grateful to God to be alive.
One final note. Our 154th church anniversary will be observed December 8, 2019. As a part of that observance we will join
with the city and dedicate the Frankie Pierce Park, located one block from our building and is named for one of our
members who was instrumental in fighting for the right of women to vote here in Tennessee. We will also share in the
unveiling of the Nelson Merry historical marker at that time as well, who was our first pastor and for whom one of the
streets adjacent to our building is named. This is a tremendous honor to our congregation.
Kelly M. Smith Jr.
Pastor

DISCIPLESHIP MOMENT
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Growing in Love for God and God’s Word (Part 5)
“Test me, LORD, and try me, examine my heart and my mind.” ~Psalm 26:2 (NIV)
Submitted by Rev. Joe Ella Darby, Assistant to the Pastor for Discipleship
The past four months, we walked through the Inducive
Bible Study Method: Observation, Interpretation, and
Application. I hope you have an idea of how this
method allows you to enjoy studying and growing in
love with God and God’s Word. Before we end this
series, I wanted to highlight another nugget to employ
while using this method, and that is reading and
interpreting the text from the perspective of all the
characters present, whether explicit or implicit.
Looking at the text from the perspective of each
character is helpful on many levels, as it broadens how
we interpret and apply scripture to our lives.
Consider Genesis 3, we usually do not look at Genesis
3 from the perspective of the serpent, nor do we
identify ourselves with it. However, this month, I want
us to put ourselves in the place of the serpent. As we
know, God created the serpent good (Genesis 2).
Though it is a little odd that we see the serpent walking
and talking, nothing in the text says that the serpent
was evil or possessed. So, if God created the serpent
good, yet more crafty than any other beast of the field
God created, I wonder did the serpent simply choose to
be who it was created to be, thus exercising its ability
to be more crafty, or was he perhaps indeed intentional
in his ill motives to be cunning. Unfortunately, the text
doesn’t say, and neither can we.
Like the serpent, has there been a time when you
allowed how you were created to be a stumbling block
for someone else? Do you use your gifts to your
advantage and not in service to others? Are you
persuasive or charismatic by nature but tempted to use
that gift to manipulate others? Are you more
knowledgeable about an area of study than others and
tempted to use it to your advantage, making others feel
less than? Have you ever inserted yourself into
someone’s established friendship or relationship,
planting seeds of doubt in their minds and hearts
toward the other, which led to division between the
two? If so, sadly, we have been serpents.
Furthermore, looking at this figuratively, what if the
serpent represents a manifestation of what is in our
heads and hearts.

What if the serpent mirrors what may be at the root in
our hearts, which is a desire to be like God? I know
there are times on my journey with God, that I am
tempted to allow my own desire to be like God to
distract me from God. I want to know what God knows
so I can be in control of my life. I am tempted to listen
to outer voices that do not have God’s best interest in
mind yet feed my inner desire to control my destiny.
In this text, we learn that there is some knowledge that
God does not want us to know because that knowledge
separates us from Him as God. There was a healthy
boundary that reminded us that we are not God. This
boundary was crossed because of a desire to be like
God, not simply because the fruit was good for food.
There are some things God wants to protect us from,
but we don’t trust that God’s protection is good and
right. We don’t factor in the consequences of our
desires. What have been some consequences of our
following the reason and logic of others rather than
God? Do you know how to discern God’s voice? Are
you okay with God being all-knowing and us not?
We are all created as complex beings, made in the
image and likeness of God, created good and very
good. This is the starting point of our existence. The
serpent’s reasoning planted seeds of doubt that God
was withholding something that the woman and man
had a right to; they were entitled to know what God
knew, knowing good and evil. One of the things that I
see today is a continued spirit of entitlement, even
within Christian communities. We feel entitled to
“what God promised”, entitled to the American dream
that has replaced the cross, and entitled to live our
lives the way we want with God’s blessings. Like the
serpent, we sometimes manipulate situations to get
what we want even if it is not God’s will or time. As
we take time to study scripture, the Holy Spirit leads
us to truth as the Word of God serves as a discerner of
the thoughts and intents of our heart (Hebrews 4:12).
From Psalm 139:23-24, may our prayer be, “Search
me, God, and know my heart; test me and know my
anxious thoughts. 24 See if there is any offensive
way in me and lead me in the way everlasting.”

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Children's Church will resume this month on the
2nd & 4th Sunday; from September through
May for children ages 5 - 12. Hope to see you
there!!!!
Deacons of the Week for November
Week Deacon

Phone#

3rd

Pamela Wood

(615) 259-0623

10th

Carol Boone

(615) 851-1527

17th

Beverly Brown

(615) 391-3737
(615) 832-9662

24th
Martin Currie
Deacons of the Week
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Thank You! We, the family of Mrs. Clarice Thompson
Butler are grateful for the comforting expressions of
love shown through your presence, prayers, calls, food
and gifts. Special thanks to Pastor Kelly M. Smith, Jr.
and Reverend Arrold Martin who provided spiritual
comfort as well as our First Baptist family. Please know
that we love you and thank you from the depths of our
hearts.
Carol and Robert Boone
Sincere Thanks. We would like to extend our heartfelt
gratitude to our First Baptist church, Capitol Hill
Family. We sincerely appreciate all of the prayers,
cards, phone calls, and gifts of support that we received
during the illness and passing of our father, grandfather
and great grandfather Richard Brown, as well as during
the loss of our cousin, Ophelia Massey.
Sincerely, The McDaniel Family
(Bill, Vonda, Valinda, Jewel and Myles)

Welcome Brittany Cole, our Director of Children and Youth
I would like to introduce to First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill Brittany Cole, who will be
serving on our staff as Director of Children and Youth. She began October 1, 2019.
Brittany Cole believes God’s strength and grace has molded her into who she is today. A
native of Nashville, TN, Brittany grew up the youngest and only girl of three children. Her
parents, Pastor Kenneth & LaBrenda Johnson, planted seeds of faith and fortitude; its fruit
blesses those around her personally and professionally.
Brittany earned a full academic scholarship to the University of Tennessee, Knoxville and
graduated with a BA in Political Science and Communications. Widely recognized as an
enthusiastic, innovative and visionary leader, Brittany spent 12 years in pharmaceutical
sales and marketing at Pfizer. Her career as a sales and marketing leader has taken her from Nashville to
Chattanooga to New York and now back to Nashville. While in Chattanooga, TN she served as the Youth Leader
for the growing ministry at Orchard Knob Baptist Church with Pastor Carlos Williams.
In addition to her corporate successes, Brittany has built a leadership development firm – Career Thrivers, LLC –
where she partners with corporations, organizations, colleges and churches to help emerging and established
leaders with intergenerational leadership development that cultivates an inclusive culture!
When Brittany is not working on her career or with clients, she enjoys traveling with her husband, Joseph,
spending time with family, serving in her community and finishing her first book on resilient leadership. Brittany
is looking forward to getting to know and learn from the First Baptist Capitol Hill Church family. We welcome
her to our staff. Please let her know how much we appreciate her joining us as she works to help shape the hearts,
minds, and souls of our children and youth through this ministry.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Join the Women’s Ministry as we continue
collecting supplies for “ditty bags” for the
Tennessee Prison for Women and now the
Women’s Nashville Rescue Mission. Below
is a list of needs from their wish list. Please
bring them and place them in the receptacles
located in the lobby and basement of our
church. For more information or questions,
please contact Mona Hayes.
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Requested Supplies
Shampoo, soap, deodorant
Toothpaste, toothbrush
Envelopes
Writing Paper
Folders
Greeting cards
Dictionaries for GED Program
Kleenex
Shower Shoes
Socks and panties (sizes 6-13)
Miniature flashlights/umbrellas
African-American hair products, including heavier combs
and hair oil

COMMUNITY CARE

ACT Prep Workshop October workshop
participants hosted here at The Hill. See Bill
or Carole McDaniel for more information.

Room in the Inn 2019 – 2020 Winter is right around
the corner. Room In The Inn 2019-2020 begins
Tuesday December 3rd 2019 and will end on Tuesday
March 31st 2020. Sign-ups will be every Sunday in
November. Help our neighbors in their time of need.
As a reminder, we are in need of your support in the
following areas: Meal Prep, Van Drivers; Hosts;
Laundry; Bible Study Leaders; Innkeepers (Men
Only)
Submitted by Dr. Arrold N. Martin, Assistant to the Pastor
President, American Baptist Churches of the South
Volunteer with FBCCH at the Nashville
Rescue Mission (NRM) on Monday, December
9th, (4:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m), serving the dinner
meal. We have 15 spaces! Click on the following
link to sign up:
http://fbccapitalhill.nashvillerescuemission.volu
nteerhub.com/. See Kathy Harrell and David
Jones for more information.

OUTREACH
NFL Outreach Kick-Off ~ Sunday, October 20
Our kick-off to our NFL Outreach was blessed, as more
people know about God's grace and mercy, and FBCCH.
After service, we reached about 50+/- people, who were
personally touched or impacted as we served fans/security
as they loaded buses. The security staff partnered with us
to reach fans in an effort to make FBCCH part of the pregame experience. We walked around the parking areas
periodically in pairs, offering refreshments as well as
prayer opportunities for those who shared prayer requests.
Several fans and security staff expressed appreciation for
our church to be intentional about praying with and
serving our community. We will serve our neighbors
again on November 10th. Thank you for your prayers!
~ Submitted by Derek Howard, co-chair of Outreach
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Prayer Request/Sick & Shut-in List

In order to keep our prayer list current, please let the church office know if you (or someone you know) have changed
address or if someone should be added to or removed from the prayer list.
Sis. Jan Jones Carter
Sis. Rosa Mimms
Major Alicia R. Bodie

Ms. Ella Matambo
Macon, GA
(Friend of the Currie Family)

Sis. Elizabeth Backus
Wesley Common
1110 Marshall Road #6220
Greenwood, SC 29646

Bro. Derrick McDaniel
Good Samaritan Health & Rehab
500 Hickory Hollow Terrace
Antioch, TN 37013

Sis. Florence Crawford
1350 Rte. 22 West #369
Mountainside, NJ 07092

Sis. Rose McDonald
111 N. Carolina Ave. #204
Lexington, NC 27292

Deacon Jean Lambert
755 S. Rogers Street, Apt. 1101 Deacon Ernest Rhodes
Bethany Healthcare Center
Pooler, GA 31322
421 Ocala Drive
Nashville, TN 37211
Bro. J.D. Martin
1650 Pine Tree Pass Lane
Lilburn, GA 30047

Sis. Maggie Roper
Green Hills Health & Rehab
3939 Hillsboro Circle
Nashville, TN 37215

Sis. Leslie Williams
2929 Old Franklin Road
Nashville, TN 37013

Sis. Bertha Taylor and
Bro. Willie Taylor
105 Valley Green Dr.
Antioch, TN 37013
Sis. Dororthy Vassall
4646 Skylark St NE
Lacey WA 98516
Bro. Walter Vincent
4824 Fairmeade Court
Nashville, TN 37218

B I R T H D A Y S

NOVEMBER
1 Jamal Buchanan
Victoria Knight
2 Kevin Copeland
3 Kamryn Cruson
Asalean Springfield
5 Terry Deas
8 Jesse O. Carter Jr.
9 Kevin Carter
10 Kimiya Beasley
Robert Boone
11 Alice Smith Risby
James Williams
14 Frances Baker
15 Lois Suttles
16 Clara Elam
James Ladd
Leaotha Williams
17 Dawann Westbrook
18 Jasmine Easley
Ruth K. Higginbotham
19 William McDaniel
20 Aaron J. Powell Jr.
Spencer Washington
Rita Williams-Seay
21 Titus J. Wootson
22 Carol Boone
Adrienne Fancher
23 Asia C. Adams
25 Ty’ki S. Beasley
Ty’kia Beasley
Jan Jones Carter
Melody Grace Neely
Allison Wootson
27 Dorothy Fort
30 Jeremy Suggs

DECEMBER
1 Gary M. Faulcon
2 Barbara Doughty
3 Kelly Copeland
Deborah Luter
Ilee Wade
4 Linda Thompson
Torrie Washington
5 Ashley Slay Glotta
7 Bernice Barnes
Tondrick Chandler
Vicki Todd-Stubbs
8 Corey Grimes
14 Brenda Duff
Nia Tolbert
15 Bettye Springfield
17 Leon A Deaderick
Barry Hobbs
Darryl Mason
18 Vonda McDaniel
19 Myles Sidney
22 Ivan Davis Jr.
23 Gloria Westbrook
24 Breanna Grimes
Cora Johnson
25 Valerie Lin Smith-Robinson
31 Jacqueline Knight

JANUARY
1 Elizabeth Davis
2 Gabriel Bryson
Noah Kirk
6 Tamia McKnight
Diane Robertson
7 Timarion Smith
Betty Wilson
9 Bobby Lovett
11 Marshawn Miller
13 Karen Brown
14 Kathy Harrell
Becky Hindman
Ronald McFarland Sr.
15 Nina Lockert
Brooke McFarland
20 Jesse Carter III
Carl Crutchfield
Jessica Powell
Sean Wood
21 M. Inez Crutchfield
D’Juan R. Johnson
22 Diantay P. Westbrook
24 Robert Greene
Lueatrice Lovett
26 Evelyn Guzman
Carole McDaniel
27 James Trey Lowe III
29 April Johnson
Hortense P. Jones
Lance Molette
31 Virginia McClain
Tracey Perkins
Evan Smith-Erving

Christian Education
DAY
Friday, November 1st
Saturday, November 2nd
Sunday, November 3rd
Adult: Look in the Mirror
DAY
Monday, November 4th
Tuesday, November 5th
Wednesday, November 6th
Thursday, November 7th
Friday, November 8th
Saturday, November 9th
Sunday, November 10th
Adult: Let it Shine
DAY
Monday, November 11th
Tuesday, November 12th
Wednesday, November 13th
Thursday, November 14th
Friday, November 15th
Saturday, November 16th
Sunday, November 17th
Adult Topic: Dare to be
Different

November 2019 Readings and Sunday School Lessons

Self-Examination
TOPIC
“Test the Spirits”
“Give Generously to Enrich Your Life”
“Examine Yourselves in Your Faith Living”
Youth: Check Yourself
Be Examples of Faith
TOPIC
“Suffering leads to Endurance, Character, Hope
“Reconciliation Through Jesus Christ”
“Be Ready for Christ’s Coming”
“Live Christ’s Mind and Character Daily”
“Under Persecution, Proclaim Jesus the Christ”
“In Facing Temptation, Stay Loyal to Christ”
“Examples of Faith to All Believers”
Youth: Follow My Example
Live Holy Lives
TOPIC
“God’s Word is True and Reliable”
“Jesus Enables Victory over Sin”
“Love One Another”
“New Life through the Spirit”
“Live by the Spirit”
“Rejoice in God’s Actions in Christ”
“Call to Holy Living”
Youth Topic: Living with Good Conduct

Stick to Your Faith
DAY
TOPIC
Monday, November 18th
“The Spirit and the Bride Say ‘Come’”
Tuesday, November 19th
“Our Dwelling Place”
Wednesday, November 20th
“One Day like One Thousand Years”
st
Thursday, November 21
“The Coming Day of the Lord”
Friday, November 22nd
“This Is My Son; Listen to Him!”
Saturday, November 23rd
“Solid Reasons for Hope”
Sunday, November 24th
“Always Keep the Faith”
Adult Topic: Believing Promises Youth Topic: Be Participants of
Doing What is Right
David Worships God in Jerusalem
DAY
TOPIC
Monday, November 25th
“Duties of the Levitical Priesthood”
Tuesday, November 26th
“David Delivers Ark to Obed-edom”
th
Wednesday, November 27
“Leader to Bring Ark to Jerusalem”
Thursday, November 28th
“Ark Placed in Tent in Jerusalem”
Friday, November 29th
“Regular Worship Services Resumed”
Saturday, November 30th
“Engaging in Spiritual Worship”

SCRIPTURE
1 John 4:1-8
2 Corinthians 9:10-15
2 Corinthians 13:1-11
Children: High Standards
SCRIPTURE
Romans 5:1-5
Romans 5:6-11
Matthew 24:36-44
Philippians 2:5-11
Acts 17:1-9
2 Thessalonians 2:1-12
1 Thessalonians 2:1-10
Children: Choosing the Best
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 40:6-90
Romans 7:14-25
Romans 13:8-10
Romans 8:1-11
Galatians 5:16-26
1 Peter 1:3-12
1 Peter 1:13-25
Children Topic: Ready to Take
Action
SCRIPTURE
Revelation 22:14-17
Psalm 90
2 Peter 3:8-10
2 Peter 3:11-15a, 17-18
Luke 9:28-36
2 Peter 1:16-21
2 Peter 1:16-21
Children Topic: I Won’t Change
SCRIPTURE
Deuteronomy 18:1-5
1 Chronicles 13:5-8, 13-14
1 Chronicles 15:4-13
1 Chronicles 16:1-6
1 Chronicles 16:37-43
Romans 12:1-8

6

7
MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP MANAGEMENT

Sermon Digests
“Overcomers”
Pastor Smith
John 5:1-15
Submitted by: Deborah Luter
Today’s scripture comes from the book of John, known
as the last gospel or the spiritual gospel. This scripture
tells the good news about Jesus Christ, often describing
his one on one consultations or interacting in small
groups. Every life has had to deal with adversity. But the
difference is what we do about it.
The conversation about overcoming comes with the
understanding that there are things that are keeping us
from being all that we are intended to be.
Jesus goes to Bethesda and heals a man by the Pool.
What needs to happen for us to overcome?
Point 1-We must overcome physically
Jesus asked the man, “Do you want to be well?’ The man
didn’t know who he was talking to. Instead of answering
Jesus’ question he responded based on his own
perspective. He said he just needed someone to push him
into the water before someone else gets in. But Jesus
knew that he had the power to do more than give him a
push. He told the man to get up and walk. There was a
collaboration of Jesus and this man. It took them both for
the man to walk.
Point 2-We must overcome psychologically
Perhaps a bigger challenge is not the physical
requirements. It may be the psychological one.
Remember this man was lame for 38 years. It surely was
not an easy transition from being lame to not being lame.
Everything else can be in place but we get tripped up
because we are not psychologically there.
September
15

Point 3-We must overcome communally
This man found himself confronted by the religious
authorities. It did not matter to them that this man, who
had been lame for 38 years was now healed. Their only
concern was that this man was carrying his mat on the
sabbath day.
Among the keys that can help people overcome is to find
a supportive community. Sometimes the community
around us is more of a detriment than an asset. People
are concerned about the declining membership in
churches. Maybe it is not that they don’t believe in Jesus.
Maybe they don’t believe in the church as a community
that seeks to encourage and help

Point 4-We must overcome spiritually

September
22

“What’s Your Superpower”
Pastor Smith

1 Thessalonians 1:1-5
Submitted by: Beverly M Brown
From a historical perspective, Thessalonica was a large
port city on the Aegean sea in the modern day Greece.
The city was filled with pagan worshippers of idols.
Thessalonica was loyal to Caesar, and he had granted its
citizen many privileges. The Apostle Paul in his greetings
to those who were in Thessalonica acknowledges the
superpowers of those who were a part of the church in
Thessalonica.
Pastor Smith prodded those present to recall some of their
superpowers witnessed in individuals such as superman,
batman, black panther, mighty mouse, avengers, etc.
Mankind’s powers are to be guided by a labor of love and
Christian principles. The Christian goal to is work
through faith, and not hide your religion, and show love
for human beings. Moreover, human superpowers for
each individual’s superpowers are the gifts and capacities
that offers a sense of accomplishment, worthiness, and
satisfaction. The three (3) take ways are as follows:
1.
Our superpower is doing what we do by
Christian principles. Paul was leading the people of
Thessalonica; not only what they did, but the character
displayed while doing so. God/Christ Jesus said they are
to work through faith, labor, love, and enduring hope.
Pastor Smith expressed that we live in a pluralistic, multiethnic, and multi-religious nation and that can create
difficulties for both believers and non-believers.
2.
Our superpower is doing what we do on behalf
of others. We are not to do it because you are looking for
something in return. People should always be the priority
for the church. Paul was writing to them because of his
care for them. God’s people can get caught up in
establishing systems that we forget that our purpose is to
help people.
3.
Our superpowers is doing what we go through
God’s Initiative. Long before humankind chose
God/Christ Jesus, He chose us and is reflected in the
song “Oh how I love Jesus, because he first loved us.”
Finally, God takes the initiatives in our lives not because
His people are good, but it is because we are His

Amen, Amen, & Amen.
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“Jesus Friended Me”
Pastor Smith
John 15:9-17
Submitted by: Sheila Littleton
In the gospel of John, Jesus’s spirituality and humanity
are both revealed. By chapter 15, Jesus is having his
final words with his disciples. He has informed them
already of his crucifixion and now discusses his loving
relationship with his Father and them. Jesus shares details
on what it means to be his disciples, as he no longer
considers them servants but friends. They didn’t choose
him, as He chose them.
September
29

We may be challenged in considering friendship with
God due to our sense of unworthiness. We tend to think
of God as our creator, sustainer, and healer instead of our
friend.
Why did he friend us?
1. Because he wants us to know that relationships
matter. Love is mentioned several times in
these verses with references to friendship. There
is value in friendship and connections.
Relationships are important with establishing
community. We need, identify, and relate to each
other in relationships. Our relationship with Him
and others matters. We abide in His love as we
relate to Him and His will.
2. Because he wants us to have complete joy.
He desires our joy to be made complete. To look
at the verses in context, it doesn’t seem to fit to
speak of joy. Jesus had told them he would be
betrayed and would leave them. We have
circumstances in our lives that don’t bring joy.
Joy is work in progress and is not be based on
materialistic things. It should be based on what is
going on inside of us. Jesus wants us to have
complete joy and our joy is complete in Him.
Even though we face difficult circumstances, we
can still have joy because Jesus friended us.
3. Because he wants us all up in God’s business.
Jesus no longer called his disciples servants,
because he shared his business with them. His
business is about love and making a difference in
the world. It is not always easy to love others or
but that is God’s business. When we are in His
business, we will have a loving spirit and heart
and bear fruit that will last until eternity.

“The Blessing of Grace”
Pastor Smith
Revelation 22:21
Submitted by: Beverly Brown
Pastor Smith shared a historical background of
Revelation 22 which is the last chapter of the bible.
The unmerited favor afforded human beings by Christ
Jesus/God cannot be earned. No credentials earned,
positions filled, and family affiliations are greater than
the charity/love demonstrated in how His grace is
shown over and over again toward everyone. The
Greek root word for grace is “charis” which means
kindness and favor. Dietrich Bonhoeffer stated the
following “the preaching of forgiveness requires
repentance and baptism without the church is not
discipline and communion without confession is cheap
grace.” Real grace and discipleship are made available
to those that seek and acknowledge God/Christ Jesus.
God/Jesus Christ’s grace is a call back to humankind
for accountability. The three main points were as
follows:
1. Grace is a blessing because it is a gift. Most
people love to get gifts and if that gift is something
that one really wants, one is even more excited.
Grace is the gift that you did not ask for it,
negotiate it, nor can we barter for it; but, it is a gift.
God in God’s love just wanted us to have it.
October
6

2. Grace is a blessing because it equips. God
expects human beings to bring all that they have
and all of their capacity to the table every time we
do something. God wants all of us to do our best
and God will take care of the rest.
3. Grace is a blessing because it covers. The reason
covering is important is because it protects people,
it warms, it insulates, it balances, and assists when
needed, etc. Finally, grace covers us when we are
guilty, afraid, and when we make mistakes, and
comforts when human beings run out of options.
Amen, Amen, Amen.
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“The Joy of Being Born Again”
Rev. Dr. Edith Kimbrough
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Submitted by: Adrienne Fancher
If anyone is in Christ, then all things become new! [v.17]
What does it mean to be Born Again, and why should
there be Joy? The definition of Born Again is a thorough
repentance of sin and complete faith in Jesus Christ. Joy
is a result of God’s gift of salvation, and all those who are
saved should experience joy.
October
13

Salvation and Joy belong together. Laughter is
contagious; so is Joy! When contagious joy comes into
your born-again experience, you have the will to hang on
and be encouraged.
God enters our hearts through the Spirit which gives us a
new spiritual life. Jesus came to give us a change of heart
to turn away from sin toward God’s direction. We don’t
hear much about sin and the doctrine of being born again
in church anymore because preachers like to preach feelgood sermons – a sermon is not to make you feel good, it
is to challenge you to be better! The church should insist
upon a born-again membership. Why is it hard to stay
charged up and excited about our born-again experience?
No other doctrine can substitute for New Birth!
Jesus did not acknowledge Nicodemus’ flattery. Instead,
Jesus said you must be born of water and the Spirit. [John
3:5] To be born of water, biological birth (mother’s
water) brings joy to the world even though the world is
cold and harsh. A person once-born will die; a person
twice-born will have eternal life. We enter this world
through natural Generation; we enter the spiritual world
through supernatural Regeneration.
Let’s always remain excited about being born again!
The whole person is made brand new. Mercy replaces
judgement. Honesty replaces dishonesty. Life replaces
death. Love even your enemies. We are all sinners saved
by Grace. To be saved, you must be born again.
Think about how the first people saved were so joyful,
they were mistaken for being drunk. We jump for joy for
many things [sports teams…], but we come to church and
sit still [???]. You must have the fire: it makes you move
and shout!
You must be born again!

“Christian Work Ethic”
Pastor Smith
Hebrews 6:9-12
Submitted by: Kathy Harrell
There is a clear distinction between doing “church work”
and doing “the work of the church”. Church work is
carrying out tasks and assignments in the context of the
church building or church business. The work of the
church, however, is being committed to doing what we
do because we are disciples of Jesus Christ.
We have good work ethics on our jobs, and we are
diligent in accomplishing our personal goals. But our
strongest commitment should be our devotion to our
Christian work ethic. The Christian work ethic is about
our relationship with Jesus Christ, and that our lives and
living are guided by our understanding the desires of
Christ. The scripture lesson encourages us that no matter
where we may be on our spiritual journey, we must not
become passive, light-hearted, or take for granted, our
faith commitment to the cause of Jesus Christ.
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What helps us to know a good Christian work ethic?
Point 1. The Christian work ethic commits to service.
Commitment to service is not self-motivated; it is serving
God by using what God has gifted us to do in serving
others for His glory. God honors our work in helping
ourselves, so that we can help others. Our service is our
personal mission for God. We serve, and serve devotedly,
because it is what God needs us to do. When we commit
to our Christian work ethic of service, we are not just
telling others about the love of Christ, we show them the
love of Jesus Christ.
Point 2. The Christian work ethic models faith.
Do others see in us what it means to be of faith? It is not
in our desire to be perfect, but in our imperfection, that
we strive to do what is right. In the midst of our
struggles, failures, heartbreaks, and shortcomings, our
lives should bear witness to our unwavering faith in God
and service to Him. Others are looking to us to see how
our lives exude faith, regardless of the challenges we may
face. Our lives should model why there is always a
reason to have faith in God!
Point 3. The Christian work ethic trusts the
faithfulness of God.
Salvation, justice, hope, and love are all characteristics of
the faithfulness of God. No matter how difficult odds
may seem, or how impossible the paths may be, we trust
God’s hand to provide for all our needs. We are not
overcome by that which is fearful, rather, we live in the
faithfulness of God’s new mercies every morning.
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Our Mission
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First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill is Building, Restoring, and Revitalizing lives through
Jesus Christ.

Our Vision

Love God, Make Disciples, Serve Community

Looking for a Church Home?
If you are looking for a church home, we encourage you to come and visit us! There are several ways to become
a member of FBCCH.
Baptism - when a person is willing to initially express a belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and is willing
to live one’s life according to His will. Baptism is the symbolic initiation into the Christian faith.
Christian Experience - when a person who has previously been a member of another church chooses to unite with
FBCCH, believing this to be the place for one’s spiritual nurturing. These people have already been baptized and
have committed a faith relationship with Jesus Christ.
Watchcare - when a person wishes to have his or her membership with FBCCH while he or she is temporarily
living in the city.
Associate - when a person who has a membership in another church wishes to have a membership in FBCCH.
Restoration - when a former member chooses to rejoin FBCCH.
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Scheduling Access to Church Buildings
To all groups needing entry and use of the church, sanctuary, and Ennix-Jones Center during the week, please
call the church office at 615-255-8757 in advance of your event. This is to ensure personnel are available to
allow entry and to have a record for security purposes. Your cooperation is highly appreciated.
Please send all electronic correspondence to: fbcch13@gmail.com.

