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PASTOR’S PEN
Each year during Black History Month we have highlighted the accomplishments of those persons of color have made
contributions to our society and world. First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill (FBCCH) has the distinct privilege of having
persons who have been members of our congregation, who have made a difference in Nashville (and beyond). There are
some who have had public places named after them. Though there are places in Nashville that bear my father’s name (and
our family is proud of it!), I want to mention a few others that you may or may not be aware of. I must confess that my fear
in writing this Pastor’s Pen is that I am going to miss some names beyond those listed below. If so, please count it to my
head and not my heart.
The Reverend Nelson Merry was the first pastor of First Baptist, then known as First Colored Baptist Church. He and
other people of color were allowed to leave the Nashville First Baptist Church and establish their own independent
congregation. There are at least two things named for Reverend Merry: The street adjacent to our main building is Nelson
Merry Street, and there is a park in Jefferson City TN that memorializes him by using his name.
Mrs. Juno Frankie Pierce started a school for girls in Nashville. She also was very instrumental in helping women get the
right to vote, and served as one of the principle speakers at one of the most significant rallies in Nashville on the matter of
women gaining the right to vote. There is a park a block away from the church building, as well as a statue in Centennial
Park memorializing her involvement in the women’s suffrage movement.
Mr. John Wesley Work was a musician who served on the faculty of Fisk University. He was born into a family of
musicians, and he and his siblings became musicians. He also directed the famed Jubilee Singers of Fisk University. He
also directed the choir at FBCCH. The John Work House in on the campus of Fisk.
Dr. Walter S. Davis was the second President of Tennessee State University from 1943 – 1968. He also previously served
as the head football coach. At FBCCH her served as a deacon. A street in north Nashville by the TSU campus, is named
Walter S. Davis Blvd. His son Deacon Ivan Davis, and family are still active members of FBCCH.
Mr. Howard C. Gentry Sr. was the Athletic Director (AD) at Tennessee State University. He initially came to TSU to
coach football before becoming the AD. Howard Gentry Sr. also served as a trustee at FBCCH, and Chairman of the Board
for First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill Homes. The multi-purpose complex on TSU’s campus is called the Gentry Center in
memory of him. His grandchildren Taylor and Ryan are still active members of FBCCH.
Dr. David B. Todd was the first African American cardiovascular surgeon in Nashville, serving on the staff at Hubbard
Hospital (now Nashville General Hospital). D. B. Todd Blvd, between the campuses of Fisk University and Meharry
Medical College is named for him. His daughter Vicki and son David are still active members of the church.
Dr. Lloyd C. Elam was the president of Meharry Medical College. Prior to serving as President was he had established the
Psychiatry department at Meharry. The Lloyd C. Elam Mental Health Center located on the Meharry Campus is named for
him. His widow, Clara is still an active member of FBCCH.
Attorney Coyness Ennix and Mr. Clinton E. Jones were both deacons at FBCCH. Attorney Ennix was one of the key
attorneys for the students who were involved in the Nashville Sit-ins. Clinton Jones set up the computer center at TSU and
later taught at Fisk University. The Ennix-Jones Center on the FBCCH campus is named for these two. Deacons Jones’s
children Robin, Jill and Jan are still active members of the FBCCH.
I must also say that we are exceptionally proud of all of our members even their works are acknowledged by other groups.
Well done, good and faithful servants (Matthew 25:23).
Kelly M. Smith Jr.
Pastor
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DISCIPLESHIP MOMENT
A Reminder to Bless God
“I will bless the Lord at all times; His praise shall continually be in my mouth.” ~Psalm 34:1
Submitted by Rev. Joe Ella Darby, Assistant to the Pastor for Discipleship

A couple of years ago, I had the joy of leading
a bible study with women in transition with
homelessness. As we went through our study of Psalm
34, I realized that it was indeed a gift to share in that
moment. For days to follow, I kept thinking about that
psalm through their eyes and experience being
dislocated. They did not shy away from their real-life
challenges, yet they entered in and engaged the text
and its meaning for their lives.
We studied the passages by focusing on the
verbs and the action of the psalm. We began to wrestle
with what it means to “bless” God at all times and the
importance to doing so in community. Within the first
three verses, the psalmist exclaims, “I will bless the
Lord” and “my soul shall make its boast in the Lord”,
followed by a call for others to join him by
“magnifying” and “exalting” God’s name together.
Next we considered how the psalmist
encourages us to seek God, look to God, call and cry
out to God, taste and see God, trust in God, keep our
tongue and depart from evil, as well as seek and pursue
peace. These are all actions we can take no matter our
situations. One lady shared how she’s trusting God to
get her children back, another is crying out to God to
deliver her from certain addictions, and yet another one
is learning how to pursue and be at peace with how
God has been transforming her life since she first
arrived at the shelter.
After looking at the action of the psalmist, we
took comfort in the God who listens, hears, saves,
delivers, protects, redeems, teaches, guards, has his
eyes on us, is always near, and does not condemn.
Wow! As we shared how we were actually living this
passage, God revealed God self and there were
countless reasons to bless God for who God IS,
regardless of what is going on in our lives. That night,
I learned a lot about faith and trust.

Although I did not share their same
experiences, I have had my fair share of challenges that
almost knocked the wind out of me. What was
refreshing about our time was the focus on who God
IS and why we need to bless God at all times. The
psalmist was declaring that he “will bless” God, almost
like an affirmation of God being worthy of being
blessed. The psalmist was stating that he would not
withhold from God praise that was due to God. I was
glad I was able to share in that experience with them,
learning from them, as we tasted God's goodness
together in community.
When was the last time you were intentional in
blessing God, especially when you did not feel like it
or could not see a reason because of life’s challenges?
How did you feel afterwards? Even if your situation
didn’t change, how did your choice to bless God
change you? Making a choice to bless God and affirm
who God IS even when things are hard is not dishonest.
I enjoy telling God all of how I feel, whether anger,
frustrated, mad, fearful, confused, etc. and still make a
choice to bless God, as it helps me worship God is
spirit AND truth.
Take a moment and read Psalm 34. Pay
attention to the verbs and action of the text. Ask what
verbs stand out to you and consider why that particular
verb stands out. Ponder it. Make a list of the reasons
you can bless God. Consider God’s character
expressed in your life and around you. Next, write
down an action of God to remind you of God’s
goodness and faithfulness towards you. Breathe in
God’s peace and release to God all that worries or
concerns you. Take comfort in God’s presence in and
around you. Thank God for being near. And
remember, as I used to hear my campus minister say,
“when you can’t see God’s hands, always trust God’s
character.” Trust God’s unseen work!

MISSION AT YOUR DOORSTEP
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“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.” Matt 25:40
Submitted by Dr. Arrold N. Martin, President, American Churches of the South, Assistant to the Pastor

How our mission dollars reach around the world. FBCCH Annually contributes
between $850-$1000 to the One Great Hour of Sharing Mission Offering.

IM Responds with Relief for Outbreak of Coronavirus
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 1/29/20)—The outbreak of the Coronavirus in Mainland China has been
followed by reports of cases of infection in places from Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan to the US, Canada,
France, Japan, Singapore, Nepal, and South Korea. As of January 27, close to 20 cities in China are being
closed to travelers to prevent the spread of the virus. Confirmed cases of the Coronavirus have increased to
2,744 with more than 30,000 suspected cases under observation. The death toll as of this writing has
increased to 80, including a medical professional who died of infection.
Rev. Dr. Benjamin Chan, IM’s Area Director for East and South Asia, shares, “There is an urgent need to
provide medical-grade protection masks, coveralls, and other medical supplies for hospitals and patients in
Wuhan province.”
International Ministries (IM) is responding on behalf of American Baptist Churches USA with a $12,250
One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) emergency relief grant to Amity Foundation, a Christian-initiated NGO
and IM partner in China and others are encouraged to join in support by making a gift today to OGHS-China
Coronavirus fund. 100% of gifts for emergency relief go directly to this need.
With your help, IM seeks to provide $50,000 of medical supplies in January and another $50,000 of medical
supplies in February.
Donations can be made online designated to “OGHS-China Coronavirus” or via your church or check with
the same designation made payable to “International Ministries” and mailed to:
International Ministries
Attn: Gifts Processing
1003 W 9th Avenue, Ste A
King of Prussia, PA 19406

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Pastor Smith and FBCCH Family,
Thank you for the many expressions of kindness and
sympathy after the passing of my sister, Gwendolyn
Dunn. It really touched my heart to see so many of you
at the Galilee MB Church for her homegoing
celebration.
Your Sister in Christ,
Jacqueline Knight

Dear Church Family,
I am so very grateful for the many acts of kindness
that you extended to me following the death of my
niece, Patricia McPhearson Davis. The cards, calls,
prayers and words of inspiration have sustained and
comforted me during this difficult time. I am
humbled and blessed by your concern. May God
continue to bless us one and all.
Willie M. Magee
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Additional Rehearsal Times:
Saturday, February 15th @ 10 am | Wednesday, February 19th @ 5 pm | Saturday, February 22nd @ 10 am

FBCCH SUNDAY THEMES
nd

1st Sunday (2 ) - Celebrate and wear
your African Attire
th

2nd Sunday (9 ) - Wear paraphernalia to
represent your Historically Black
Colleges and University (HBCU) or
Greek organization

3rd Sunday (16th) - Wear your favorite First
Baptist Church, Capitol Hill Paraphernalia
rd

4th Sunday (23 ) – Mental Health Day (wear
some red); we will also have Business Expo Day.
Members interested in displaying their business
should contact Sis. Sharanda Smith by
th

sharandasmith@msn.com by February 16 .
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We are excited to officially launch our new youth ministry and hear from YOU on ways we can continued
to develop the next generation of disciples at First Baptist. Our vision for the youth at FBCCH is that every
student is a disciple of Christ, fully equipped to share the Gospel and make disciples across generations. We
need your help in order to do this! All parents of students in K-12 grade and anyone interested in
mentoring our youth we are asking that you join us for our kick off on Sunday, February 9th in the MLK
Fellowship Hall immediately following service. This is an opportunity to share your feedback, hear goals
from our Youth Council, learn how you can get involved and get a calendar of our Bible study curriculum
and upcoming events! We are excited about what God is doing and look forward to sharing more about 412
University with you on February 9th!
Submitted by Brittany Cole, Director of Children and Youth
Welcome Back Handbell Choir
Adults, youth and children are welcome to join. Rehearsals
are on Saturdays. Special rehearsals are available for new
members and solo ringers. Please note the following
scheduled rehearsal dates:
February 8th, 22nd, March 7th, 28th, April 11th, 25th, May 9th,
23rd, and June 6th, 13th.
Frankie Jackson, Director

Deacons of the Week for February 2020
Children's Church takes place every 2nd &
4th Sunday through May. All children ages 5
– 12 are welcome. Hope to see you there!!!

Week Deacon
nd

Phone#

2

Ernest Dismuke

615.876.3522

9th

Emmitt Hayes

615-790.7312

16th

Brian Wood

615.259.0623

23rd

Ronald McFarland 615.331.0564

Deacons of the Week
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Prayer Request/Sick & Shut-in List
In order to keep our prayer list current, please let the church office know if you (or someone you know) have
changed address or if someone should be added to or removed from the prayer list.
Sis. Maggie Roper
Sis. Leslie Williams
Ms. Ella Matambo
Sis. Jan Jones Carter
Green Hills Health &
Macon, GA
2929 Old Franklin
Sis. Rosa Mimms
Road
(Friend of the Currie Family) Rehab
Major Alicia R. Bodie
3939 Hillsboro Circle
Nashville, TN 37013
Nashville, TN 37215
Bro. Derrick McDaniel
Sis. Elizabeth Backus
Wesley Common
Good Samaritan Health & Rehab
Sis. Bertha Taylor and
1110 Marshall Road #6220
500 Hickory Hollow Terrace Bro. Willie Taylor
Greenwood, SC 29646
105 Valley Green Dr.
Antioch, TN 37013
Antioch, TN 37013
Deacon Jean Lambert
755 S. Rogers Street, Apt.
Sis. Rose McDonald
Sis. Dororthy Vassall
1101
111 N. Carolina Ave. #204
Pooler, GA 31322
Lexington, NC 27292
4646 Skylark St NE
Lacey WA 98516
Bro. J.D. Martin
Deacon Ernest Rhodes
1650 Pine Tree Pass Lane
Bethany Healthcare Center
Lilburn, GA 30047
Bro. Walter Vincent
421 Ocala Drive
4824 Fairmeade Court
Nashville, TN 37211
Nashville, TN 37218

B I R T H D A Y S
FEBRUARY
1 Maia Payne
2 Valinda Burks-Sidney
Geri Easley
3 Sabrina Daughtdrill
Wesley Currie
Jeffrey Wood Sr.
5 Thomas Swanson
6 Billie Jo Calloway
7 Richard Ewing
Constantine Fenderson
8 Benita Lynch
10 Golda B. Franklin
11 Antoinette Bridges
12 George Timothy Haynes II
14 Stephen Daniel
15 Edward Risby Jr
Lolita Slay
16 Cornelia Cruson
Gary M. Faulcon II
17 Hortensia McFarland
18 Tammye Hawkins
19 George Hill
20 Kalibe Lockert
21 Kendra Brown Deas
22 Andreanna Dismuke Boothe
Patricia Rowe-Lane
23 Kenneth W. Cory
Syelah Chyann Hawkins
25 Bertha O. Taylor
27 Christopher Demonbreun
Rachel Walker
Naomi S. Blair

MARCH
1 Dwight Lewis
Jamal Robinson
3 DeJuan Foster
Candice Nunn
Kathlyn Pillow
4 Tondreona Chandler
5 Valerie Calloway
Vernoris Johnson
Gerald Schrader
6 Sebastian Daughtdrill
Taura McKnight-Cheatham
Lynn Stewart
9 Susan Howard
10 Taylor Gentry
11 Doris Dismuke
12 Mai Olive Lusk
Phillis Sheppard
13 Kyrah Cruson
14 Willie M. Magee
Taylor McFarland
18 J.D. Martin
20 Sharanda Smith
21 Ikeshia Wright
22 Dejaun Hamilton
Scotty Robinson
23 Kimberly Alexander
Michelle Lenox
24 Miriam Currie
Frankie Jackson
25 Retha Barbee Buchanan
Lyndsey Bass-Covington
26 Tequila Johnson
27 Esther M. Caudle
Rosa Mimms
29 William B. Ewing
30 Erica McFarland Adderly
John T. Howse

APRIL
1 Valerie Hayes
2 Derek Collier
Ronald Collier
Geraldine Pitts
4 Erika Collier
Tavon McKnight
5 Paul E. Robertson
6 Kristopher Currie
7 Elizabeth Backus
8 Reginald Etheridge
Gwendolyn Vincent
10 Robert Boone Jr.
12 Kevin Carter
Myah Lipscomb
13 Derek Howard
17 Francene Barbour
Dorothy Vassall
18 Marquentas Deaderick
George Nichols
April Robinson
19 Thomas M. Wood
22 Vanessa Collier
26 Tiana Boothe
27 James Chandler
29 Patrick Slay
30 Esther Wright
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Community Care
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Nashville’s First Museum
Magnet Elementary School
1625 Dr. D. B. Todd, Jr. Boulevard
Nashville, Tennessee 37208
Telephone: 615-687-4024
FAX: 615-329-8186
January 8, 2020
First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill
Attn: Rev. Dr. Kelly Miller Smith Jr.
460 10th Circle North
Nashville, TN 37203
Dear Pastor & Parishioners;
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your generosity and donation of hosting our Staff
Christmas Dinner and Christmas gifts for students and families of Robert Churchwell Museum Magnet
Elementary School. Your outpouring of support has greatly impacted the work we set out to
accomplish, not only for our students and families, but for the entire faculty and staff. Although “thank
you” is such a small gesture to your acts of kindness, I want to say it over and over again. On behalf of
the administrative team, students, faculty & staff of Robert Churchwell Museum Magnet Elementary
School we sincerely appreciate and thank you!
Sincerely,
Tiffany Rhodes, Community Achieves Site Manager
tiffany.rhodes@mnps.org
Robert Churchwell Museum Magnet Elementary School
(615) 687-4024, ext. 105375
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Christian Education
DAY
Saturday, February 1st
Sunday, February 2nd
Adult: Passing the Tests
DAY
Monday, February 3rd
Tuesday, February 4th
Wednesday, February 5th
Thursday, February 6th
Friday, February 7th
Saturday, February 8th
Sunday, February 9th
Adult: The Pitfalls of
Showing Off

February 2020 Readings and Sunday School Lessons

Single-minded Obedience
TOPIC
“The Kingdom of Heaven is Here”
“Jesus Rejects Satan’s Temptations”
Youth: Yield Not to Temptation
Piety that Honors God
TOPIC
“Listen and Act with Integrity”
“Work and Play Are God’s Gifts”
“Express Your Faith through Actions”
“A Doxology of Praise to God”
“Forgive from the Heart”
“God’s Will and Our Needs”
“Piety that God Expects of Us”
Youth: Being Real

The Prayer of Jesus
DAY
TOPIC
Monday, February 10th
“God’s Name is ‘Our Father’”
Tuesday, February 11th
“The Adopted Children of God”
Wednesday, February 12th
“Enticed by Temptation”
Thursday, February 13th
“Forgive the Sins of Fellow Believers”
Friday, February 14th
“Forgive the Offender”
Saturday, February 15th
“Forgive like God in Christ Forgives”
Sunday, February 16th
“Praying and Living the Lord’s Prayer”
Adult: Ask for What Really Matters
Youth: Special Instructions
Perseverance in Prayer
DAY
TOPIC
Monday, February 17th
“Daniel Prays despite Legal Prohibition”
Tuesday, February 18th
“God Forms the Holy Nation”
Wednesday, February 19th
“Jesus Prays for Future Believers”
Thursday, February 20th
“The Holy Spirit Empowers Believers”
Friday, February 21st
“Justice for Those Who Pray Fervently”
Saturday, February 22nd
“Ask and It is Yours!”
Sunday, February 23rd
“Ask, Search, and Knock!”
Adult: Making the Request
Youth: Be Persistent
Called to Accountability
DAY
TOPIC
Monday, February 24th
“The Coming Day of the Lord”
Tuesday, February 25th
“Judgment Coming to the Nation”
Wednesday, February 26th
“Seek the Lord; Establish Justice”
Thursday, February 27th
“Injustice Leads to Ruin”
Friday, February 28th
“Lord of Creation and Judgment”
Saturday, February 29th
“God Loves All Peoples”

SCRIPTURE
Matthew 4:12-17
Matthew 4:1-11
Children: Learning Whom to Worship
SCRIPTURE
Ecclesiastes 5:1-6
Ecclesiastes 5:18-20
Isaiah 1:11-17
1 Chronicles 29:10-13
Matthew 18:21-35
Matthew 6:16-21
Matthew 6:1-8
Children: The Meaning of Worship
SCRIPTURE
Isaiah 63:15-16; 64:8-9
Romans 8:12-17
James 1:12-15
Luke 17:1-4
2 Corinthians 2:5-11
Ephesians 4:25-5:2
Matthew 6:9-15
Children: A Model for Prayer
SCRIPTURE
Daniel 6:6-13
Ezekiel 36:22-28
John 17:20-26
Acts 1:6-11
Luke 18:1-8
Matthew 7:7-11
Luke 11:5-13
Children: Pray without Ceasing
SCRIPTURE
Zephaniah 1:14-18
Amos 5:1-3, 16-17
Amos 5:4-5, 14-15
Amos 5:6-7, 10-13
Genesis 1:4-9; Amos 5:8-9
Hosea 2:14-23
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Sermon Digests
“Keeping Christmas in Christ”
Pastor Smith
Luke 2:8-20
Submitted by: Beverly Brown
The history of Luke has two stories about the
birth of Jesus. It is about Jesus Christ as the title
suggests that Christmas is the time to keep Christ into
Christmas. Rather than just the material gifts. Those
present were prodded to know that Christ is bigger
than Christmas. The spirit of Christmas needs to be
year round and not just at Christmas time. The three
(3) takeaways are as follows:
December
22

1. Christmas should remind us that Christ values
everyone: Christian plays reveal the shepherds as
being very glamous; but, they were people of low
regard and respect. The information about Jesus birth
came to them because they were the ones taking care
of the sheep in the fields. They were not the owners of
the sheep. An example cited are the men that FBCCH
are servicing and serving from Room in The Inn.
Visitors, members, and friends were encouraged to
allow God/Christ Jesus to lead all decisions and actions
taken by human beings. The shepherds were the first to
see receive and tell the story of the location of the birth
of Jesus. This is God’s way of telling them and us that
God values all people; regardless of the social status.
2. Christmas should remind us that Jesus is Lord:
God’s people are to allow Him to help us to put aside
individual differences and allow Him to show
humankind the way in all their ways . Lord is included
four times in this passage. The word Lord means one
who has power or authority over another. God’s desire
is for us to allow Christmas to remind us that Jesus
desires to be Lord over all of our lives.
3. Christmas should remind us that we must keep
the spirit of Christ all year long: Christmas often
brings out the spirit of Christmas in society as a whole.
When Christmas trees, lights, decorations, etc, are
packed away; do not pack away Christ, which means
God’s people are not to see the value of Christ at
Christmas time. Instead, we are to find a way to keep
Him through all of life’s journey.
Amen, Amen, & Amen

“Amen”
Pastor Smith
Revelation 22:21
Submitted by: Sheila R. Littleton
In this last Sunday of the month and year, we study the
last book and verse of the Bible. John, the Revelator,
writes this book from the island of Patmos. The last word
“Amen” is the focus of this message. This word is one of
the most common words heard in churches today. We
hear it in songs, prayers, and scripture. Sometimes the
word is used spontaneously in response to something
happening in worship. The use of the word may be cited
when we do not know what else to say, because we may
not understand it biblically. “Amen” means “so be it” but
it can have other variations such as “verily” or “truly” as
affirmations of truth in the Bible. Although we go
through experiences in life that are not always good, we
understand that all can be part of God’s will. As John
comes to the end of the book, he wants everyone to know
that despite everything that occurs in our lives we can
still say “Amen”.
Point 1 Amen is about agreement.
In Amen (So Be It), there is agreement in what it is
occurring. We co-sign what God and should not worry
about God coming through with his end of the deal. We
can agree with what God has said.
Point 2 Amen is about affirmation.
We affirm what God has done and what He will do. It is
about sharing in the source. Sometimes Jesus would start
a statement with “Verily” or “Truly”. These statements
indicate that Jesus was speaking the truth. With Amen,
he is serving notice that he knows the truth. When we
hear truth, we need to declare it as truth. Sometimes it is
unpopular, and one may have to stand alone when
affirming the truth.
Point 3 Amen is about assurance.
When John wrote these words, it is at the end of the book
and he wants his audience to be assured that God is still
there. God, the creator of all, has been with humanity
through the high and low moments in history. We rest on
the assurance that God is still here with us. “The grace of
the Lord Jesus be with God’s people.” Despite all that
has happened, we can be assured of the grace of God.
God is still with us through sickness and health, through
good and bad times. Grace doesn’t go backward but
moves forward with us. Grace is the unmerited favor of
God. We can say Amen as we face our tomorrows and
uncertainties, as we are not alone.
December
29
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“Now a Word from Our Sponsor”
Pastor Smith
John 1:1-5
Submitted by: Deborah Luter
Today’s scripture comes from the book of John, who
was one of Jesus’ disciples. His writings were known
to help us see Jesus as the spiritual side of God.
Many of us are familiar with the line that was used on
television, and even now on radio as a segue to a
commercial: and now a word from our sponsor.
Sponsors are important. Many events live or die based
on the sponsorship. It may be a worthy cause. It may
have great significance. But unless there are those who
are willing to go on line to sponsor it, then it will
struggle to survive.
Now that we have entered the year 2020, and before
we go too much further, we need to hear a word from
our sponsor. We live in a world where people are
turning away from the sponsor. So, we ask, why do we
need to hear God, and who is our sponsor?
Point 1-Because God has the resources to make
things happen
The text tells us that in the beginning was the Word
and the Word was with God and the Word was God.
That word John is referring to is Jesus Christ.
We must learn how to trust the hand of God. The Bible
reminds us that “My God will supply all of my needs
according to his riches in glory by Jesus Christ”
(Philippians 4:19)
Point 2-Because God believes in the product.”
Sponsors agree to sponsor because they believe in the
product. But God sponsors us because God believes in
us. Strange for us to see that. With our faults, failures
and poor choices. What is man that God is mindful of
him? And yet he made him a little lower than the
angels and crowned him with glory and honor. Psalm
8:4-5
Point 3-Because God has truth in advertising
The federal government requires that there be truth in
advertising, which means that whatever companies say
in their ads needs to be true. Maybe that’s why people
seem not to trust God because they don’t believe that
things about God is true. Too many are not trusting
that God is doing what God said he would do. But after
4.45 BILLION years God still allows the same sun,
same moon to shine. Jesus Christ is still the light of the
world! We must continue to trust God’s hand.
January
5

“Who Is The Christ?”
Rev. Arrold Martin
Mark 8:27-29
Submitted by: Adrienne Fancher
After performing miracles, Jesus asks, “Who do people
say I am?” Then He asks the disciples, “Who do you say
I am?” Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”
How many people in 2020 are looking for a messiah?
First century Jewish society was looking for a military
and political savior – which became a popular mistaken
concept of Jesus.
January
12

The Jesus for you
Ask yourself who Jesus is for you. Who is this
Immanuel? Who is Jesus: is He God? What is the
Trinity? Jesus’ name in Aramaic translates to “God is
salvation.” Jesus has many names or titles: Son of God,
Prince of Peace, Friend, Living Water. Titles reflect the
relationships between people. Why do you call yourself a
Christian?
The Jesus of miracles: fully human and fully divine
Jesus’ birth was miraculous. Joseph was perplexed until
the angel confirmed the miracle of Jesus. Jesus explains,
“The Father and I are One… Just as I am within you, you
are within Me.” There are theories about Jesus: that Jesus
only appeared to be human, that Jesus was a prophet but
not divine, that Jesus became divine through the Father’s
“adoption” at baptism or at the Resurrection, that Jesus
was neither fully human nor fully divine. How could
Jesus work miracles if not through divinity? Jesus is the
second part of the Trinity: all are equally divine. Have
faith in the name of Jesus – who was, is, and always will
be God.
The Jesus we need
We need a God who identifies with the least of society
and who understands our pain. We don’t need a prophet;
we need Jesus. We need a God who will never forsake us.
Jesus was tempted, but did not sin – just to save us. Jesus
is the Christ, the Light of the world, the Rose of Sharon.
Who is Jesus? He is God, and He is coming back to take
His saints with him!
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First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill
625 Rosa L. Parks Boulevard at Nelson Merry Street | Nashville, TN 37203
www.firstbaptistcapitolhill.org

Rev. Dr. Kelly M. Smith Jr., Pastor

Our Mission
z

First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill is Building, Restoring, and Revitalizing lives through
Jesus Christ.

Our Vision

Love God, Make Disciples, Serve Community

Looking for a Church Home?
If you are looking for a church home, we encourage you to come and visit us! There are several ways to become
a member of FBCCH.
Baptism - when a person is willing to initially express a belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and is willing
to live one’s life according to His will. Baptism is the symbolic initiation into the Christian faith.
Christian Experience - when a person who has previously been a member of another church chooses to unite with
FBCCH, believing this to be the place for one’s spiritual nurturing. These people have already been baptized and
have committed a faith relationship with Jesus Christ.
Watchcare - when a person wishes to have his or her membership with FBCCH while he or she is temporarily
living in the city.
Associate - when a person who has a membership in another church wishes to have a membership in FBCCH.
Restoration - when a former member chooses to rejoin FBCCH.
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Sermon Digest Reporters
Beverly M. Brown
Kathy Harrell
Adrienne Fancher

Susan Howard
Sheila Littleton
Deborah Luter

Alice Smith Risby
Bobby L. Lovett
Sharanda Smith
Carole McDaniel
Sharon Dixon Gentry

Emeritus Reporter – at Large
Charles Fancher
Bertha Taylor
Proofreaders
Evelyn Fancher
Jean Lambert
Lueatrice Green Lovett
Carole McDaniel

Scheduling Access to Church Buildings
To all groups needing entry and use of the church, sanctuary, and Ennix-Jones Center during the week, please
call the church office at 615-255-8757 in advance of your event. This is to ensure personnel are available to
allow entry and to have a record for security purposes. Your cooperation is highly appreciated.
Please send all electronic correspondence to: fbcch13@gmail.com.

