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PASTOR’S PEN
Happy New Year! During this year of 2020 you are going to hear a lot of people play on the numbers, talking about
2020 is the year for 20/20 vision. It has already become so much of a cliché that people may already be fed up with
hearing it. So, I know I am in risky territory by offering one more to the list.
When I was in college, I applied to be a flight attendant with Delta Airlines. They rejected my application because I
didn’t have 20/20 vision, uncorrected, nor 20/40 vision with glasses. I met all of the other expectations with that
exception. I had looked for the possibility of traveling the world and seeing the many things that God has not only
created but has allowed as a part of the earth. But because my vision was not strong enough it dashed those hopes.
Though we may not have the level of physical vision to do some of the things our heart desires, we should still have
the 20/20 vision of our spirits to see the direction we need to go. The future sometimes may appear to be murky, but
when we vision the possibilities then our chance of reaching our vision becomes a greater possibility.
20/20 vision is the standard for normal vision. It technically means that a person can clearly see things at 20 feet as
well as others with “normal” vision. (Deacon McFarland I am sure can give a much better explanation than I can on
this!). There is no need for glasses, contacts or surgery to correct the vision. If it is 20/20, it is as good as one would
desire. We can see clearly.
As we face the year 2020 it should be our desire to see clearly. We should ask ourselves the question what the clear
vision for me is (20/20) as we begin this new year. The vision for each is as different as each of is different. But there
are some things we should keep in mind as you think about our 20/20 vision for the future.
• Will it have a positive impact on our life and the life of others?
• Is it something we feel passionate about?
• Is it consistent with God’s plan for our life?
• Regardless of where it ends, is the starting point obtainable?
• Where can we physically place this vision so that we are constantly reminded of it?
• Does it honor God?
What is interesting is, had I become a flight attendant how might I have handled my calling to ministry? To put it
another way, because I didn’t have 20/20 physical vision, that kept me focused on the vision to following the calling to
ministry. What does that mean? It means that what God wants us to see is more than what meets the eye!!! God’s
desire is for us to see the vision God has for us (Jeremiah 29:11).
Kelly M. Smith Jr.
Pastor
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DISCIPLESHIP MOMENT
Prayer: An Invitation to Draw Nearer
“Prayer is putting oneself in the HANDS OF GOD.” ~Mother Teresa
Submitted by Rev. Joe Ella Darby, Assistant to the Pastor for Discipleship

Have you ever looked forward to a conversation
with a dear friend, regardless of the time you last
spoke with him or her? Have you ever left a
conversation with someone having experienced
connectedness, joy, belonging, and/or peace? Have
had a conversation where you received sound
wisdom and advice on how to handle a situation?
Have you ever had a hard conversation with
someone who challenged, disciplined, corrected,
and/or spoke truth to you, and you were able to
receive it because you trusted him or her?
If you answered yes to any of the above questions,
then you have a good understanding of the heart of
prayer, even if you feel insecure about its practice.
One may ask, so what is prayer? Prayer is simply a
conversation, albeit this conversation implies twoway communication of speaking and listening.
Prayer is an open invitation to talk, listen, and
commune with God and others in shared intimacy
(into-me-you-see). As we accept this invitation to
draw nearer to God, in intentional prayer, we align
our will with God’s will; thus, putting ourselves in
God’s hand.
This invitation to pray is for everyone; however,
learning to pray well (not meaning well for others to
hear) and with power takes desire, intentionality,
sacrificed time, and commitment. Even the disciples,
as they saw Jesus pray in private and experienced his
ministry in public, understood that learning to pray
well was something they were willing to ask Jesus to
teach them (Luke 11:1). We would do well to follow
their wisdom and ask of Jesus, “Lord, teach us to
pray!” not just for ourselves, but for others, for our
church and the universal Church, for our
community, for our nation, and for our world.
One significant practice in learning how to pray with
power is to pray the scriptures. The Bible is full of
prayers spoken by everyday men and women, with
real needs, just like you and me.

Hebrews 4:12NKJV tells us that, “God’s Word is
living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged
sword, piercing even to the soul and spirit, and of
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts
and intents of the heart.” Praying God’s Word aligns
us with God’s will as we discern God’s acceptable
and perfect will for our lives and our personal
ministry assignments (Romans 12:2).
The Bible contains various types of prayers to
include: Prayer of Praise and Adoration (I
Chronicles 29:10-13); Prayer of Confession (Psalm
51); Prayer of Petition (Phil. 4:6; Eph. 6:18; Heb.
5:7); Prayer of Thanksgiving (Ezra 7:27-28; 1 Tim.
4:4-5; Col. 1:3-14); Prayer of Intercession (Luke
11:3-13); and Prayer of Remembrance (Neh. 1:511). I invite you to take time this month to begin
sifting through a few of these scriptures listed above
and turning them into prayers for yourself and our
church family. Feel free to begin writing the prayers
in your own words and journaling your thoughts.
Here at The Hill, God has called us to a greater work
of ministry, building on the legacy of those who
have passed onto us the ministerial baton, and we
need power and discernment as we forge ahead. As
we seek to be faithful in doing God’s will, let us
hear the reminder of Oswald Chamber, “Prayer does
not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater
work.” As we put our “hand to the plow” may we
first bow are heads in prayer, laying the foundation
for us to be in awe of how God will work in and
through us.
Additional Prayer Resources:
Lord, Teach Us To Pray by Andrew Murray
Face to Face: Praying the Scriptures for Intimate
Worship by Kenneth D. Boa
https://www.wycliffe.org/prayer/how-to-prayscripture-back-to-god

MISSION AT YOUR DOORSTEP
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“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.” Matt 25:40
Submitted by Dr. Arrold N. Martin, President, American Churches of the South, Assistant to the Pastor
Winter is here. Room In The Inn, now through March.
Room In The Inn began in 1986 when founding director Charles Strobel, a priest at the time, offered peanut
butter and jelly sandwiches to those in need gathered near his East Nashville church. Today, nearly 200
congregations representing many faith traditions engage in this ministry, providing overnight shelter and
hospitality, inspired by God’s love.
The concept has become a model for programs in 36 other cities, from Calgary, Canada, to Charlotte, North
Carolina. In Nashville last year 31,000 warm beds were provided to our neighbors.
ABC-USA One Great Hour of Sharing Offering
American Baptist Home Mission Societies (ABHMS), on behalf of American Baptist Churches USA
(ABCUSA), has released $10,000 in One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) Disaster-relief Funds to
CrossWalk Community Church, Napa, Calif. CrossWalk—which has been a Red Cross evacuation site for
many years—has been providing shelter since Oct. 27 for those evacuated from their homes because of the
Kincade wildfire that began Oct. 23 in Sonoma County wine country. According to news reports, the fire has
burned 77,758 acres of both state and private land. The fire has destroyed 352 structures, including at least
94 homes. Another 55 structures have been damaged. Four confirmed injuries are of fire personnel and
civilians.
American Baptist Churches USA is one of the most
diverse Christian denominations today, with
approximately 5,000 congregations comprised of 1.3
million members, across the United States and Puerto
Rico, all engaged in God’s mission around the world.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE

There will be a Seasoned Saints reception in the Sasser Room
after service on Sunday, January 12, 2020. Refreshments will
be served. The goal of Seasoned Saints is to identify ways in
which we can be supportive of the spiritual and physical health
of senior members of First Baptist Church – Capitol Hill. The
purpose of the meeting will be to gain awareness and hear ideas
on activities that can be supportive, in what activities our
church family should be engaged and what steps should be
encouraged. We want to hear from you so we can implement
your ideas to initiate steps and identify goals to address as we
continue to support the mission of First Baptist Church Capitol Hill.

Children's Church takes place every 2nd &
4th Sunday through May. All children ages 5
– 12 are welcome. Hope to see you there!!!
Deacons of the Week for January
Week Deacon

Phone#

5th

Carol Boone

(615) 851-1527

We hope that you can join us the second Sunday of the new
year, January 12, 2020. Thank you.

12th

Adrienne Fancher

(615) 255-8033

19th

Martin Currie

(615) 832-9662

George C. Hill
Lynn Stewart

26

Richard Dinkins

(615) 299-8741

Deacons of the Week
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Members and Friends gathered in the MLK Fellowship Hall for
a Vision Board and Prayer Fellowship following service on
Sunday, December 29th.

.
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Prayer Request/Sick & Shut-in List
In order to keep our prayer list current, please let the church office know if you (or someone you know) have changed
address or if someone should be added to or removed from the prayer list.

Sis. Maggie Roper
Green Hills Health &
Rehab
3939 Hillsboro Circle
Nashville, TN 37215
Bro. Derrick McDaniel
Good Samaritan Health & Rehab
Sis. Bertha Taylor and
500 Hickory Hollow Terrace Bro. Willie Taylor
105 Valley Green Dr.
Antioch, TN 37013
Antioch, TN 37013
Sis. Rose McDonald
Sis. Dororthy Vassall
111 N. Carolina Ave. #204
Lexington, NC 27292
4646 Skylark St NE
Lacey WA 98516
Deacon Ernest Rhodes
Bethany Healthcare Center
Bro. Walter Vincent
421 Ocala Drive
4824 Fairmeade Court
Nashville, TN 37211
Nashville, TN 37218
Ms. Ella Matambo
Macon, GA
(Friend of the Currie Family)

Sis. Jan Jones Carter
Sis. Rosa Mimms
Major Alicia R. Bodie
Sis. Elizabeth Backus
Wesley Common
1110 Marshall Road #6220
Greenwood, SC 29646
Deacon Jean Lambert
755 S. Rogers Street, Apt.
1101
Pooler, GA 31322
Bro. J.D. Martin
1650 Pine Tree Pass Lane
Lilburn, GA 30047

B I R T H D A Y S

1
2
6
7
9
11
13
14
15
20

21
22
24
26
27
29
31

JANUARY
Elizabeth Davis
Gabriel Bryson
Noah Kirk
Tamia McKnight
Diane Robertson
Timarion Smith
Betty Wilson
Bobby Lovett
Marshawn Miller
Karen Brown
Kathy Harrell
Becky Hindman
Ronald McFarland Sr.
Nina Lockert
Brooke McFarland
Jesse Carter III
Carl Crutchfield
Jessica Powell
Sean Wood
M. Inez Crutchfield
D’Juan R. Johnson
Diantay P. Westbrook
Robert Greene
Lueatrice Lovett
Evelyn Guzman
Carole McDaniel
James Trey Lowe III
April Johnson
Hortense P. Jones
Lance Molette
Virginia McClain
Tracey Perkins
Evan Smith-Erving

FEBRUARY
1 Maia Payne
2 Valinda Burks-Sidney
Geri Easley
3 Sabrina Daughtdrill
Wesley Currie
Jeffrey Wood Sr.
5 Thomas Swanson
6 Billie Jo Calloway
7 Richard Ewing
Constantine Fenderson
8 Benita Lynch
10 Golda B. Franklin
11 Antoinette Bridges
12 George Timothy Haynes II
14 Stephen Daniel
15 Edward Risby Jr
Lolita Slay
16 Cornelia Cruson
Gary M. Faulcon II
17 Hortensia McFarland
18 Tammye Hawkins
19 George Hill
20 Kalibe Lockert
21 Kendra Brown Deas
22 Andreanna Dismuke Boothe
Patricia Rowe-Lane
23 Kenneth W. Cory
Syelah Chyann Hawkins
25 Bertha O. Taylor
27 Christopher Demonbreun
Rachel Walker
Naomi S. Blair

Sis. Leslie Williams
2929 Old Franklin
Road
Nashville, TN 37013

MARCH
1 Dwight Lewis
Jamal Robinson
3 DeJuan Foster
Candice Nunn
Kathlyn Pillow
4 Tondreona Chandler
5 Valerie Calloway
Vernoris Johnson
Gerald Schrader
6 Sebastian Daughtdrill
Taura McKnight-Cheatham
Lynn Stewart
9 Susan Howard
10 Taylor Gentry
11 Doris Dismuke
12 Mai Olive Lusk
Phillis Sheppard
13 Kyrah Cruson
14 Willie M. Magee
Taylor McFarland
18 J.D. Martin
20 Sharanda Smith
21 Ikeshia Wright
22 Dejaun Hamilton
Scotty Robinson
23 Kimberly Alexander
Michelle Lenox
24 Miriam Currie
Frankie Jackson
25 Retha Barbee Buchanan
Lyndsey Bass-Covington
26 Tequila Johnson
27 Esther M. Caudle
Rosa Mimms
29 William B. Ewing
30 Erica McFarland Adderly
John T. Howse
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OUTREACH
NFL Outreach Reflection
For many years during Titans seasons I would wonder about the Titans Fans. They seemed so committed to
come Sunday after Sunday to watch their team win or lose. I wondered if any of them went to Church or
knew about GOD. They seemed focused on getting their parking space. I thought maybe we should do
breakfast and let these strangers in our Church. Maybe they need GOD. Eventually I removed it from the
front of my mind and moved it to back and didn’t think anymore about it.
A few weeks ago, Deacon Derek Howard asked if I wanted to join in on a new project… praying with the
Titan fans. I eagerly agreed not knowing exactly what we would be doing. Rev. Darby had given him the
tip that this sort of project was something I would enjoy. I believe in going where GOD wants me to go, so
I forged forward. We gave out donuts and hot cider and said Good Morning. Some people said Good
Morning, some not… some wondered what we were doing. A few fans asked what Church we are with…
and we pointed to our church. Funny how some never knew we were there... whereas others knew our
history well. Instead of staying in the safety of the tent we jumped in the crowds and walked around
offering prayer and donuts. It was confirmed to us that EVERYONE needs and wants prayer. When I asked
individuals if they wanted prayer... several came over and bowed and let us pray with them. We noticed
that when we ended our prayer everyone said Amen. Showing that they were praying with us as well. We
had everything from prayers for sobriety to overall health or prayers for their friends and families. Several
people offered us money which we refused and continuously said this is our mission it’s all free… just like
God’s grace for us. People thanked us and wished us well.
We then gathered with Deacon Howard and thought about ways to improve and looked forward to our next
prayer time. We repeated in December and some of the same people we prayed for the first time came back
and wanted prayer again! They came to us not vice versa. We now have a legitimate outreach ministry
reaching out to people… praying with people and spreading God’s word. It takes a friendly open spirit to
take a stranger hand, ask their name and pray for them. I am blessed that GOD is using me in this ministry.
It has strengthened my belief that the majority of people are good, kind and are receptive to receive prayer
from those who do not look like them. And all those questions I had about those Titans fans has been
revealed through our prayer project. We appreciate the opportunity to serve!
Submitted by Sis. Chandra Pleas

COMMUNITY CARE

Knowles Home Residents get holiday cheer
during a visit from FBCCH Music Ministry and a
Word of Encouragement from Deacon Derrick
Howard. We thank Sis. Conra Collier for her
leadership of this event.
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Community Care
FBCCH Mission Team 2019
Submitted by Kathy Harrell & Nanette Lacy
The Hill’s 2019 Mission Team was blessed with
many wonderful experiences & we want to share a
few of them with our church family. Everything we
did, attempted to do, or didn’t do, was all by the
Grace of God! And we Thank You, First Baptist
Capitol Hill, for the faithfulness of your prayers,
encouragement, and inspiration!
Tanzania:
After 22 hours of flight time, we arrived safely in
Tanzania on Monday evening, Oct. 8th. After
clearing customs in ‘minutes’ (this tripJ), we were
in our cozy lodge rooms by 10pm. Our schedule
Tuesday-Friday involved our Team breakfast,
devotional & prayer, 2-hour ride to the church site in
Longido, greetings, morning Sermons and ministry
classes, lunch with the Osiligi Congregation,
afternoon preaching & classes, 2-hour return trip to
the lodge, and our Team debriefing dinner. Also, on
Wednesday morning, each team member literally
had a hand in the ground-breaking for the Osiligi
Baptist Church. If this seems like a lot, it was! And
each day was more exciting than the day before!
This year, the Team traveled a few miles away from
the church site out to the Maasai Villages. Although
we were unexpected visitors, we were generously &
warmly welcomed. And, as Pastor Smith and Rev.
Darby went separately and preached the Gospel in
different villages, men and women alike came
forward asking for a special word of prayer.
On our last day at the church site, the highlight was
passing out the beautiful dresses made by the
‘Sewing Bees’- the dedicated women of First
Baptist, to the little Maasai girls. To see the joy and
delight on the girl’s faces (and their mothers) as they
received their special dress gave a deeper
understanding to the word Service. Because of First
Baptist’ faith and commitment to grow in
discipleship, our partnership with Pastor Yairo and
the Osiligi Baptist Church, continues to bless the
Maasai Community.

Submitted Reflections from a few Team Members
“One of the most heartwarming things was going
into the villages preaching & reaching the families
there; it was also rewarding to break ground on
their new church building, physically digging the
trenches.”
Pastor Smith
“As we ministered, prayed, and joined our faith with
our brothers and sisters in the Maasai Villages, I
was humbly reminded that God IS the source of
everything we need.”
Rev. Darby
“Tanzania, the tour of the Grand Mosque & our
other activities were Amazing; and even though
I will never ever go anywhere near another Dune
Ride as long as I live, I’m still glad that I had the
experience.”
Kathy Harrell
“I enjoyed the time spent each day as we traveled
the 2-hours to/from the church site; it allowed me
to get to know the members better & become closer
as a church family.”
Paul Luter
“I enjoyed my trip to Tanzania & I’m hoping to
return to see the finished church and the smiles on
the children’s and parents faces.”
Zelma Ewing
“I enjoyed being in one of the Maasai homes where
the hostess prepared hot tea for us. And, I refuse to
ride another lazy, uncooperative camel that gives
me dirty looks.”
Hortense Price-Jones

Again, The Mission Team is so thankful to everyone
for their support! We could not have made it without
you!

Kelly Miller Smith Towers Celebrate Renovation at Open House
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On Saturday, November 9, 2019, the First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill Homes, Inc. d/b/a Kelly Miller Smith
Towers Board of Directors welcomed the community to its Open House for the Renovation Completion of the
Towers. Four years ago, the Board began the process to secure funding for a complete renovation/remodeling
of the entire facility. A refinancing package was approved in July 2017 in the amount of 5.6 million dollars.
Major participants in the success of this project are: Housing and Urban Development HUD (Loan Guarantor),
Walker & Dunlop (Financial Services), Atty. Kelly Derryberry (Legal Services) and Keven Patterson (Project
Management, Owner/Green Life Energy Solutions). Greetings at the Open House were given by Metro Council
Woman, District 2-Atty. Kyonzte Toombs and John Lasiter, Special Assistant to the Director of Neighborhoods
of the Mayor’s Office.
ImprovementsThe exterior scope of work included new roofing, window panes, new heating and air conditioning units for
each unit/common area, a new trash compactor, paving and stripping of the parking area, all new fixtures and
tiles installed in bathrooms, painting and new flooring in the units and hallways, common areas, etc. New
flooring and renovation of the community rooms and kitchen with new furniture and equipment. New larger
and energy efficient HVAC units installed in each living space. The grounds now have a security iron fence
with a card activated gate, new gazebo for residents, walking trail and smoking shed (due to recent smoking ban
within the building.) Joe Beard, a tenant representative announced at the Open House, “ The Towers has
improved 100%. It is first class. I am proud to call it my home.”
The Tower security has been increased by adding a camera on each floor. Monitoring equipment is available in
the Tower office and via cell phones by designated persons. Metro police also provides random drive through
surveillance between the hours of 5PM and 5AM.
Onsite amenities available to residents include: Hair Salon, Clothes Closet, Raised Garden Laundry Facility,
Vending Machines and other amenities coming soon.
The facility is being managed by one of Nashville’s top property management companies, Freeman-Webb.
The KMS Board of Directors is an independent board consisting of First Baptist Church members: Weldon
Kidd, Chairman, Bernice Barnes, Dr. Carol Boone, Dr. James Collier, David Jones, Esq., Nanette Lacey,
Dwight Lewis, Virginia McClain, Marcia Mitchell, Regina Morrow, Chandra Pleas, Dr. Alice Smith Risby,
Brian Wood and Rev. Dr. Kelly M. Smith, Jr. Pastor, Ex-Officio. The Renovation Open House Committee was
chaired by Ms. Virginia McClain and Ms. Bernice Barnes, Decorations Chair. Two members received special
recognition at the Open House. Dr. Carol Boone was cited as the Charter Board Member who has continued
being active on the Board and Dr. Alice Smith Risby was awarded the status of Member Emeritus on the
Board.
The board’s mission statement is “To provide affordable and quality housing to its Elderly and Disabled
Residents.”
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Christian Education

January 2020 Readings and Sunday School Lessons

A Place for the Ark
DAY
TOPIC
Wednesday, January 1st
“The Law is Read at Booths Festival”
Thursday, January 2nd
“The Ark is Brought to the Temple ”
Friday, January 3rd
“Priests Praise God with Music”
Saturday, January 4th
“All Temple Furnishings Are Completed”
Sunday, January 5th
“Preparing to Dedicate the Temple”
Topic: A Long-Anticipated Celebration
Solomon’s Speech
DAY
TOPIC
Monday, January 6th
“A House of Prayer”
Tuesday, January 7th
“Forgive and Restore Broken Relationships”
Wednesday, January 8th
“Send the Rain”
Thursday, January 9th
“Welcome the Stranger”
th
Friday, January 10
“Forgive and Restore the Captive”
Saturday, January 11th
“A Plea for God’s Steadfast Love”
Sunday, January 12th
“Solomon Reviews the Temple Developments”
Topic: I Promise
Solomon’s Dedication Prayer
DAY
TOPIC
Monday, January 13th
“Pray for All Secular Leaders”
Tuesday, January 14th
“Forgiveness of Sin against Another”
Wednesday, January 15th
“Forgive Each other Generously”
Thursday, January 16th
“Encourage Each Other in Facing Difficulties”
Friday, January 17th
“A House of Prayer for All Peoples”
th
Saturday, January 18
“Captives Receive God’s Gifts”
Sunday, January 19th
“God’s Promises Are Kept”
Topic: A Bright Future
Solomon’s Blessing
DAY
TOPIC
Monday, January 20th
“Hezekiah Restores the Temple”
Tuesday, January 21st
“Solomon Seeks Wisdom to Govern”
Wednesday, January 22nd
“Solomon’s Success Is Based on His Obedience”
Thursday, January 23rd
“Solomon and God’s Glory Compared”
Friday, January 24th
“The Temple Is Completed and Dedicated”
th
Saturday, January 25
“Festivities End; People Return Home”
Sunday, January 26th
“Solomon Blesses the People, Urges Faithfulness”
Topic: Commitment to Success
Single-minded Obedience
DAY
TOPIC
Monday, January 27th
“Don’t Test the Lord”
Tuesday, January 28th
“Angels Guard Tempted Believers”
Wednesday, January 29th
“Do Not Forget the Lord”
Thursday, January 30th
“Jesus’ Priestly Ministry”
st
Friday, January 31
“Jesus, God’s Beloved Son”

SCRIPTURE
Deuteronomy 31:9-13
2 Chronicles 5:2-7
2 Chronicles 5:11-14
2 Chronicles 4:19-5:1
1 Kings 8:1-13
SCRIPTURE
2 Chronicles 6:12-21
2 Chronicles 6:22-25
2 Chronicles 6:26-31
2 Chronicles 6:32-33
2 Chronicles 6:34-39
2 Chronicles 6:40-42
1 Kings 8:14-21
SCRIPTURE
1 Timothy 2:1-6
1 Kings 8:31-32, 41-44
Colossians 3:8-13
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Isaiah 56:3-8
Ephesians 4:1-8, 11-16
1 Kings 8:22-30, 52-53
SCRIPTURE
2 Chronicles 29:3-11
1 Kings 3:5-14
1 Kings 9:1-9
Matthew 6:25-30
2 Chronicles 7:1-6
2 Chronicles 7:8-11
1 Kings 8:54-61
SCRIPTURE
Deuteronomy 6:16-25
Psalm 91
Deuteronomy 8:11-20
Hebrews 4:14-5:10
Matthew 3:13-17
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Sermon Digests
“The Anatomy of Thanks”
Pastor Smith
Psalm 116:12-19
Submitted by: Beverly Brown
Thanksgiving is a time for giving thanks for the
many blessings provided in each individual’s life.
However, those present were prodded to know that
every day is a day of thanksgiving. For that reason,
children and adults alike are taught to say thank you at
an early age. Giving thanks and saying thanks ought to
come from the heart and not just used as a figure of
speech. Testimonials from persons who have been very
ill or very blessed – attitudes often demonstrates a
spirit of gratitude. The rhetorical question of how does
humankind demonstrate thanks and gratitude.
This Psalm is a psalm of thanksgiving. It was
written by someone who had a close encounter with
death and yet God spared their life. There is nothing
tangible that one can give to God/Christ Jesus because
God already has everything. But, the goodness of
God/Christ Jesus should not go unacknowledged. The
three (3) take ways are:
1. There is thanks because God hears: All
human beings want to be heard no matter their age.
God does hear which is contrary to
mankind/womankind, child-kind, etc. they do not
always hear what is being shared. God/Christ Jesus
will never hang up on His Children and He never
forgets prayers prayed to Him. God/Christ Jesus never
minds or is bothered when His people seek Him.
2. There is thanks because God delivers and
restores: Even when humans mess-up, God/Christ
Jesus has an escape plan that can deliver and restore
blessing personally and professionally. God/Christ
Jesus may not always remove obstacles; but, He
always can provide one with the possibility to regain
one’s stamina to be able to get through whatever one
maybe experiencing at a particular time.
3. There is no thanks because God makes it
personal. God/Christ Jesus hears our tears and our
words whether they be positive or negative. What He
has done for others, He can also do for His people
individually and collectively. We are to always give
thanks for whatever blessings God/Christ Jesus
provides. Finally, the psalmist says “I” love the Lord,
He heard my voice, He heard my cry for mercy, He
makes away out of no way, and I am going to let others
know about the goodness of God
November
24

“Difference Makers”
Pastor Smith
Luke 5:17-26
Submitted by: Deborah Luter
Today’s scripture comes from the third gospel in the
New Testament written by Luke a Gentile physician
who was an associate of both Peter and Paul.
Among the highest goals we should have in life is to
make a difference in the lives of others. Our focus
should always be in human need. Human needs come
in many forms.
Too often when we have an opportunity to make a
difference we chose instead not to get involved. We
know that to get involved may cause us to have to
change our plans and our agendas. We get used to who
we are and what we do, and we don’t want our lives
complicated because of someone else’s needs. But this
is exactly what Christians are called to do.
This is how we can make a difference.
The story today is about a paralyzed man who was
carried by some other men who brought him to Jesus.
Point 1-They were difference makers because of
their willingness to stand in the gap
The man they were helping was paralyzed. He couldn’t
do for himself. Their intent was trying to improve the
quality of his life. This is standing in the gap for the
man. It means that they had the willingness to do
something for the man that he could not do for himself.
Point 2-They were difference makers because of
their faith.”
It is interesting to note that Luke writes that Jesus saw
their faith. It wasn’t just about the paralyzed man’s
faith. But it was the faith of all of the men. Jesus
reminds us that if you have faith the size of a mustard
seed you can move mountains.
Point 3-They were difference makers because of
their creating a stir
If these men had only minded their own business, they
would not have created the stir that they did.
There was the stir from the Scribes and Pharisees who
thought that Jesus had gotten out of his lane by telling
the man that his sins were forgiven. Their teachings
suggested that only God could forgive sins and for
Jesus to do it was blasphemy and stealing the glory for
God.
There was a stir when Jesus told the man to get up,
take your mat and go home, and he began to praise
God and the people also began to praise God.
December
1
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“Becoming More Than WeUsed to Be”
Pastor Smith
Haggai 2:1-9
Submitted by: Conra Collier
Haggai was a prophet during the time that the Israelites
tried to renter Jerusalem after a 50 year absence. The
people forgot to rebuild the Temple; Haggai
encouraged them to rebuild it to their satisfaction.
Life has its highs and lows, peaks and valleys.Some
had been taken prisoner by the Babylonians and had
been freed by Cyrus. They had rebuilt Jerusalem, but
had delayed rebuilding the Temple. Haggai reminded
them that God comes first. Our fond memories
sometimes conflict with current realities.
December
8

1) See the purpose. Build what gives honor and glory
to God. Our past should not become a weight that
keeps us from moving forward. The past should move
us forward. Don't lose focus of our purpose.
2) See the presence. God is with us; He knows our
heart. Emmanuel means "God is with us". That should
give us peace and solace.
3) See promises. Our future should be greater than our
present or our past. God continues to shine His light
when we move where He wants us to go. Peace comes
when we are made whole, healing as well as the
absence of conflict. Jesus is the Prince of Peace. We
become better by trusting the Prince of Peace.

“The Mood of Christmas”
Pastor Smith
Luke 1:26-30
Submitted by: Kathy Harrell
Christmas is about moods. People tend to feel Christmas
based on the moods they are in. Many holiday parties and
events are held around Christmas time because there is an
atmosphere of joy, fellowship, and cheer. This is the
general mood of Christmas.
December
15

But not everyone is in the joyful mood of Christmas.
There are those who struggle to feel the Christmas spirit.
Due to many different reasons, some people hold on to
negative or mean attitudes because they have lost the
sense of peace in their lives.
It is interesting that much of the mood of Christmas has
little direct association with the birth of Jesus. It’s like the
birth of Jesus is a good time to have a party, not because
of Him, but because it is a convenient time. Our Scripture
helps us to be in the right mood of Christmas.
Point 1. The mood of Christmas can come through
favor.
When the angel Gabriel told Mary “Greetings, you are
highly favored”, Mary wondered what she had done to be
considered so highly favored. The answer was nothing.
God chose Mary just as He chooses us, simply because of
His Grace. One person is not more blessed than another,
it is just that God chooses who and what He will do for
someone at a particular time. There is nothing that we can
do, or not do, to earn God’s unmerited favor, or Grace.
God grants us Grace because He is God.
Point 2. The mood of Christmas can come through the
Lord being with us.
Gabriel also said..’the Lord is with you’. Each one of us
needs to be reminded that the Lord is with us. No matter
what we may be facing that causes us difficulty or
anxiety, God has promised that He will never leave us.
We must hold tight to His promises and remember the
trials in our past that He has brought us through. Even
when things seem impossible to overcome, and we see no
way out, remember the Lord is with us.
Point 3. The mood of Christmas con come through
our not being afraid.
Finally Gabriel told Mary not to be afraid. Our greatest
barrier to not do what God would have us to do is fear.
Fear of the unknown, the process, or what others will
think. In facing the future, don’t be afraid! God will send
angels and people into our lives to help us accomplish
His will. Even with uncertainty, we must know without a
doubt that we are favored and we are not alone.
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Our Mission
z

First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill is Building, Restoring, and Revitalizing lives through
Jesus Christ.

Our Vision

Love God, Make Disciples, Serve Community

Looking for a Church Home?
If you are looking for a church home, we encourage you to come and visit us! There are several ways to become
a member of FBCCH.
Baptism - when a person is willing to initially express a belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and is willing
to live one’s life according to His will. Baptism is the symbolic initiation into the Christian faith.
Christian Experience - when a person who has previously been a member of another church chooses to unite with
FBCCH, believing this to be the place for one’s spiritual nurturing. These people have already been baptized and
have committed a faith relationship with Jesus Christ.
Watchcare - when a person wishes to have his or her membership with FBCCH while he or she is temporarily
living in the city.
Associate - when a person who has a membership in another church wishes to have a membership in FBCCH.
Restoration - when a former member chooses to rejoin FBCCH.
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Scheduling Access to Church Buildings
To all groups needing entry and use of the church, sanctuary, and Ennix-Jones Center during the week, please
call the church office at 615-255-8757 in advance of your event. This is to ensure personnel are available to
allow entry and to have a record for security purposes. Your cooperation is highly appreciated.
Please send all electronic correspondence to: fbcch13@gmail.com.

