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PASTOR’S PEN
The month represents the halfway point of the year 2020. Even as we equate 20/20 as a sign of good vision, none of us could have
imagined what we have been experiencing during the course of this this year. And we still have a half of year to go!!
•

The coronavirus pandemic has been like what we have seen in movies when someone is walking across a wooden swing bridge
and almost with every step pieces of the bridge breaks under their feet. We can’t go back because those pieces are already
gone. Apprehensive about going forward because we don’t know which step could be fatal. And even three months in there is
still great uncertainty of what to do. Medical experts say that the best scenario is for a vaccine and optimistically, the earliest for
that is the end of this year. Practically, it may into next year. Some have begun to venture out now that cities/states/businesses
are opening. Others will just be waiting to feel comfortable about getting out. We at First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill are still just
waiting and seeing as to when we will allow for onsite worship and limited other activities. In the meantime please continue to
join us via Facebook Live or on our live streaming at https://fbcch.churchonline.org/. But if you do go out please remember to
wear masks, wash your hands and be sensitive to social distancing.

•

Adding to the difficulty of this year is learning of the brutal killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis by the police there. Words do
not capture the hurt and pain I and countless others have felt from this tragedy. Many people from everywhere are saying
enough is enough. There have been many protests here in Nashville, all across the nation as well as in other countries,
expressing outrage of what seems to be allowed, and though it have been a problem for years, there has not been enough done
to stem it. Many social justice groups are pressing for reforms in many areas of policing. But the murder of George Floyd ripped
open the festering wound of this nation that has not appropriately dealt with the matters of race, justice, fairness and care. It has
turned a deaf ear to the cries of people because the cries didn’t come in the language they relate to. It has caused the nation to
have to wrestle with the deeds they have done in darkness that have again come to light (John 3:19 – 21). Now that it has
smacked this nation in the face they are having to deal with it on the terms of those they have systematically disenfranchised and
oppressed. It is a tragedy that we do not have a leader in the White House. We have someone who’s end game is to alienate
and divide while he hides in the White House bunker, then for a photo op he causes US citizens peacefully protesting to be tear
gassed. This nation is as divided now as I have seen since the 60’s. I support the protests of those striving for justice and fair
treatment. I support the protests of addressing concerns dealing with the police. I support the civil disobedience. The status quo
only works for the privileged. As Christians we have to stand with those who are victimized by unjust systems. That is what Jesus
was about, and we should be as well (Luke 4:18 – 19). It is not easy. Martin Luther King Jr. said, “The arc of the moral universe
is long, but it bends towards justice." Our prayer is for justice.

•

We should not forget the killing of Breonna Taylor in her own apartment by police officers and the brutal murder of Ahmaud
Arbery by the hands of a father and son in Brunswick GA. In isolation these deaths are senseless and tragic. But there is a
bigger picture that should be alarming to all of us. At any moment, in any situation, people may choose to cancel someone’s life
because of their own distorted thinking and false sense of authority. It can be fearful.

Yet I remain hopeful because I worship a God of hope. Though I have no idea how all of this will work out, but I trust that God will guide
those who are willing to follow. We pray for this nation. We pray for the world. We pray for health and healing, physically, emotionally
and spiritually. We pray that we can enjoy the fruits of life as God provides and that we don’t have to live in fear and suspicion of one
another. We pray for a better second half of this year (James 5:16).
Kelly M. Smith Jr.
Pastor
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DISCIPLESHIP MOMENT
The Gift of Lament
“My soul is in deep anguish. How long, Lord, how long?” ~Psalm 6:4
Submitted by Rev. Joe Ella Darby, Assistant to the Pastor for Discipleship
I am tired. I am weary. My heart is heavy. While in the
midst of a pandemic that has taken more than 350K
lives globally, I already feel on edge. To wake and
hear of the death of George Floyd was almost too
much for me. I feel angry with a fear of exploding.
I am human. I am a Black woman experiencing a range
of emotions and thoughts this season. As a preacher,
I’m asked, “Where is God? Does God not care about
what’s happening globally and more specifically with
Black and Brown people?” Sometimes I too ask myself
the same questions and wrestle with an appropriate
response that does not include trying to rescue God
from the questions. It’s hard. It’s personally
challenging because these racial incidents are triggers
reminding me of my own pain and suffering.
It reminds me of my own experiences with racism,
dating back to my childhood, from being called a
troublemaker because I asked my 7th grade Social
Studies teacher why our history books never
mentioned Black people outside of Crispus Attucks
and Martin Luther King Jr. to being labeled “difficult”
for asking my English teacher about Black authors. It
reminds me of the pain of my dad’s response as I
inquired about the racial incidents I was experiencing.
At the time, his only response was, “Joe Ella, get your
schoolwork and stop asking questions.” It reminds me
of his fear for me. It reminds me of the pain of a silent
Black church, whose only answer to racism was to be
like Jesus and love. It reminds me of my later desire to
“unite the races”, as in 1994 we still had separate
proms. I was actually elected the first Black Senior
Class President yet was severely bruised and walked
on by both sides, being called a racist and a sell-out. It
reminds me of the time that year when a white male
classmate threatened to hit me with a whip. I was often
taunted but had no real safe place to process my
experiences. I knew the dangers of telling some of my
Black friends, as it would have been fuel for race war,
which had been a common activity of my elementary
years on the last day of school at the flagpole. I wanted
to untie not divide, to love and be like Jesus.

I struggled not to hate nor shrink in fear, instead I
carried racial trauma in my body and soul. It reminds
me of times when I had hoped for a different future. It
reminds me of the beauty and pain of having a diverse
racial group of friends, hoping that maybe Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King was right, and it was just a matter
of time before that dream was truly realized. It reminds
me of the moment when I realized that his dream was
starting to feel more like a nightmare. America may
have been built by my ancestors, but it was not built
for us. It reminds me of the first time I walked on
African soil, walking through the Elmina slave castle
in Ghana, West Africa, feeling the personal pain of the
Atlantic Slave Trade. I was welcomed and I received
by a host of uncles and aunties, only to be called
“Obroni”, which means white person, as to them I am
more American than African. Again, I was reminded.
So, in 2020 amidst an uncontrollable pandemic,
when I still hear and see images of controllable acts
of hate that have been historically supported by a
system of institutional racism, I feel it deep in my
body and soul. I have wounds, some processed and
healed while others buried alive oozing for a healing
balm. This is when I am reminded that I am a Black
Christian woman who has been given the gift of
lament. A lament is an expression of grief, sorrow,
loss, pain and regret. When we see people in the
Bible lamenting it is usually a crying aloud in grief
or regret, a wailing and even a tearing of clothes. To
lament is to give permission to feel all of what one is
feeling without apology or the need to move into
action without first owning and experiencing the
pain, exclaiming “Ouch, God this hurts!” Scripture,
especially the Psalms, give language to name pain. I
especially like that they were songs as well.
Psalms of lament typically follow a pattern that
include: the address to God, the complaint/problem,
the request/petition, expression of confidence/trust
in God, and a promise to praise God. Next month,
we’ll continue in writing our own laments.
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MISSION AT YOUR DOORSTEP
“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of
mine, you did for me.” Matt 25:40
Submitted by Dr. Arrold N. Martin, President, American Churches of the South, Assistant to the Pastor
VALLEY FORGE, PA (ABNS 5/29/20)—On May 29, 2020, Interim General Secretary Dr. C. Jeff Woods
published a letter to American Baptists with a message centered around justice and more specifically, racial
justice. Read the letter below.
Dear American Baptists,
The death of George Floyd has caused widespread pain, rage, protests, and violence in Minneapolis and across
the United States. I appreciate the input received from officers of the Regional Executive Ministers Council,
members of the National Executive Council, and others in constructing a response to this event. While
American Baptists have never advocated violence, we grieve with those feeling the pent-up pain from years of
racial discrimination and injustice. The horrifying video captured at the corner of Chicago Avenue and 38th
Street in Minneapolis has released years of frustration that can never be fully understood by those who have not
consistently lived with injustice historically and presently.
Acts of current racial injustice as well as the effects of historic racial injustices have been brought into the light
in recent weeks as we recognize that African-Americans have been disproportionately impacted by COVID-19.
In a recent study, the Centers for Disease Control found that 45% of individuals for whom race or ethnicity data
was available were white, compared to 55% of individuals in the surrounding community and that 33% of
hospitalized patients were black compared to 18% in the community. Unequal access to healthcare, jobs,
education, and training have all been influenced by the racialized society in which we continue to live.
Unfortunately, acts of violence have been cast upon many ethnically distinct groups within our congregations
and among our international partners. Many Chinese as well as Asian-Americans are being targeted, harassed,
and even physically attacked because of comments made about COVID-19. In Malaysia, we are hearing reports
of the government using information collected from the treatment of persons affected by COVID-19 for
deportation despite earlier statements that no one who sought medical services for the coronavirus would be
arrested based on their immigration status.
Racism and Xenophobia have deep roots in American history and culture and wrongs cannot be righted
overnight. While expeditious action is critical to the pursuit of justice for George Floyd, dialogue, conversation,
systemic change, and continued acts of justice to curb the sources of prejudice and discrimination are needed.
In these tense times of ache and agony and stinging memories of bias and wrongdoing, we are called again to
combat racism and resist violence. American Baptists have historically advocated against both violence as well
as racial injustice. “Our denominational history is rich with resistance against violence. From Roger Williams
speaking in defense of First Nations People, to the Abolitionists, down to Walter Rauschenbusch, and Martin
Luther King, American Baptists in particular have been on the forefront for the cessation of violence and the
coming of Shalom.” (American Baptist Case Statement on Violence from the 2015 Mission Table). I am calling
on people of faith to find the resources of the Spirit to calm their anger. “Lead a life worthy of the calling to
which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,
making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:1-3, NASV)
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Our denominational history is also rich in working toward justice in general and racial justice in particular.
“Racial justice,” as defined in our 1989 ABCUSA policy statement, “is recognizing our oneness in Christ,
confessing that we have not become what God wants us to be, and committing ourselves to pressing on to that
mark of high calling by which we can become a liberating symbol to our nation and world of what it means to
be the people of God. In so doing, we can challenge our nation to live up to its high purposes.”
“Thus says the Lord: Stand at the crossroads, and look, and ask for the ancient paths, where the good way lies;
and walk in it, and find rest for your souls.” (Jeremiah 6:16, NASV) I charge our American Baptist family to
continue to search, advocate, and live where the good way lies.
Dr. C. Jeff Woods
Interim General Secretary
American Baptist Churches USA

American Baptist Churches USA is one of the most diverse Christian denominations today, with approximately
5,000 congregations comprised of 1.3 million members, across the United States and Puerto Rico, all engaged
in God’s mission around the world.
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The Archives
Milestones in Worship
“Go to the Lord for help and worship him always” ~ I Chronicles 16:11 (GNB)
Submitted by Kathy Harrell and The Archives Ministry
nnmnmnm
Eventually, current events become history. The archives of First Baptist Capitol Hill contain the primary records
needed to preserve evidence of its past and present contributions to the spiritual and secular needs of its community.
These countless types of documents and materials serve the purpose to answer the who, what, where, when, and why
of our church history. Future research in the archived files will document some unique and distinct ‘firsts’ at First
Baptist that occurred during 2020. Any questions as to the cause of these historical events will be answered with two
words — ‘The Pandemic’.
During this year, federal and local governments indefinitely suspended (nation-wide) all “in-person” church services
due to the global health crisis of Covid-19. While First Baptist members could, and would, continue in their individual
worship, a sense of a collective ‘togetherness of worship’ needed to be maintained. Subsequently, without missing one
Sunday following the stay at home order, with only Pastor Smith and the handful of essential and dedicated members
present in the sanctuary to ensure a successful broadcast, First Baptist’s history in new virtual worship services began.
Along with our well-established Facebook Live broadcast on Sunday Mornings, some of our virtual firsts in worship
included: Livestream of Sunday Morning Worship (March 22, 2020); Zoom videoconferencing and audio Call-In for
Wednesday Noonday and Evening Bible Study; Livestream and Facebook of First Sunday Communion and
Consecration services, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services; and Zoom conferencing of a special Mother’s
Day Celebration. First Baptist additionally had two weekly virtual Prayer-Calls when the Monday evening call (led by
church and lay leaders) was offered along with the usual Friday morning call (led by Rev. Dr. Edith Kimbrough).
At the writing of this article, the coronavirus pandemic has not ended. First Baptist Church Capitol Hill’s congregation
remains ‘sheltered in place’ and all virtual worship services continue. We do not know what other services may be
added to our virtual history, or, when we will return to in-person church activities. Nevertheless, when the public health
crisis is resolved, we look forward to returning to our sanctuary and being physically present in the Lord’s presence.
Meanwhile, we will preserve the records of these current events for future research and reference in our church
archives.
In summary, world events may change where we worship, but nothing will change ‘why’ we worship.
“Worship is our way of acknowledging who God is and what God means to our lives”. (Excerpt, virtual Sermon ‘Teach Us to Worship’, Pastor Kelly M. Smith, Jr., May 17, 2020).

To our FBCCH family:
Thank You for your support as we
experienced the transition of my mother to
her heavenly home. Your pouring out of
prayers, cards, calls, and gifts of sympathy
blessed us greatly! The beautiful easel
arrangement was perfect!
Gratefully,
Vernoris Johnson & family

Hello First Baptist Church,
Thank you for your gift of $100.00. By giving today, you
are providing warm, nutritious meals, clean clothes,
safe shelter, hot showers, recovery for those with
addictions, job and health resources, and hope for a future
for every person who depends on Nashville Rescue
Mission. We are grateful for your generosity and hope you
take great pride in the important difference that your gift
makes.
On behalf of our entire organization, thank you again for
your generous gift.

STRATEGY CHAIRS TEAM MINISTRY UPDATES
UPDATES
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Volunteers are needed to pick up “Food Totes” (bags) from drive-thru
loading dock and deliver to Senior Citizens residing in the North Nashville
Community. This continuing program is sponsored by Nashville General
Hospital in support of those impacted by the recent tornado devastation and
by the Covid-19 shelter in place guidelines.
Food Tote pick-ups and deliveries are on Fridays, beginning at 12:00 noon. Volunteers do not exit their
cars to pick up the bags. When volunteers drive up to the hospital’s loading dock, the food totes, the list of
residents’ names, the delivery addresses, and the number of bags designated for each home will be
provided. Delivery requires handing the Totes to the residents at their front door (do not enter homes).
Ideally, volunteers will make deliveries to no more than 5 homes, however, this may vary depending on the
total number of volunteers.
If you are available for this Volunteer opportunity, please contact Sister Kathy Harrell
(kpharrell2@aol.com). Easy to follow directions to the hospital loading dock will be forwarded to all
Volunteers.

Deacons of the Week for June 2020

Christian Education

Week of

Deacon

Phone#

7th

Pamela Wood

(615) 259-0623

14th

Carol Boone

(615) 851-1527

21st

Derek Howard

(615) 318-6469

28th

Martin Currie

(615) 832-9662

JULY 2020 - Those who would like to volunteer
should contact Nicole Alexander at 317-488-0738
or nicolereneealex@hotmail.com or Kim
Covington at kimberly.bass@comcast.net or 615566- 3196.
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Submitted by Sis. Vonda McDaniel, Community Care Team
Request Absentee Ballots to avoid lines, risk of exposure and other issues with voting.
To vote by mail, a registered voter must fall under one of the following categories:
1. The voter will be outside the county of registration during the early voting period and all day on
election day;
2. The voter or the voter’s spouse is enrolled as a full-time student in an accredited college or university
outside the county of registration;
3. The voter’s licensed physician has filed a statement with the county election commission stating that,
in the physician's judgment, the voter is medically unable to vote in person. The statement must be
filed not less than seven (7) days before the election and signed under the penalty of perjury;
4. The voter resides in a licensed facility providing relatively permanent domiciliary care, other than a
penal institution, outside the voter's county of residence;
5. The voter will be unable to vote in person due to service as a juror for a federal or state court;
6. The voter is sixty (60) years of age or older;
7. The voter has a physical disability and an inaccessible polling place;
8. The voter is hospitalized, ill, or physically disabled and because of such condition, cannot vote in
person;
9. The voter is a caretaker of a person who is hospitalized, ill, or disabled;
10. The voter is a candidate for office in the election;
11. The voter serves as an election day official or as a member or employee of the election commission;
12. The voter’s observance of a religious holiday prevents him or her from voting in person during the
early voting period and on election day;
13. The voter or the voter’s spouse possesses a valid commercial drivers license (CDL) or the voter
possesses a valid Transportation Worker Identification Credential (TWIC) card and certifies that he or
she will be working outside the state or county of registration during the open hours of early voting
and Election Day, and has no specific out-of-county or out-of-state address to which mail may be sent
or received during such time.
14. The voter is a member of the military or is an overseas citizen.
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Prayer Request/Sick & Shut-in List

In order to keep our prayer list current, please let the church office know if you (or someone you know) have
changed address or if someone should be added to or removed from the prayer list.
Sis. Jan Jones Carter
Sis. Rosa Mimms
Major Alicia R. Bodie
Sis. Elizabeth Backus
Wesley Common
1110 Marshall Road #6220
Greenwood, SC 29646
Deacon Jean Lambert
755 S. Rogers Street, Apt.
1101
Pooler, GA 31322
Bro. J.D. Martin
1650 Pine Tree Pass Lane
Lilburn, GA 30047
4
5
6
11
15
16
18
19
20
21
23
25

28

Deacon Ernest Rhodes
Sis. Dororthy Vassall
Bethany Healthcare Center 4646 Skylark St NE
421 Ocala Drive
Lacey WA 98516
Nashville, TN 37211
Bro. Walter Vincent
Bro. Derrick McDaniel
4824 Fairmeade Court
Good Samaritan Health & RehabSis. Maggie Roper
Nashville, TN 37218
500 Hickory Hollow Terrace Green Hills Health &
Rehab
Antioch, TN 37013
3939 Hillsboro Circle
Sis. Leslie Williams
Nashville, TN 37215
Sis. Rose McDonald
2929 Old Franklin
Road
111 N. Carolina Ave. #204
Sis. Bertha Taylor and
Nashville, TN 37013
Lexington, NC 27292
Bro. Willie Taylor
105 Valley Green Dr.
Antioch, TN 37013
Ms. Ella Matambo
Macon, GA
(Friend of the Currie Family)

B I R T H D A Y S

JUNE
Imani Byrd
Kyndol Christion
Anaya Campbell
Breneatha Demonbreum
Courtney Greene
Weldon Kidd
Jamar Ritch
Samuel Robinson
Joy Sims
Walter Vincent Jr.
Desiree’ Robertson
Da’Kari Shyes
Jewel Burks Solomon
Kerry Schrader
William Webb IV
Ernest C. Rhodes
Ryan Gentry
Leigh Lovett
Kena McDaniel
Kenya McDaniel
Taylor Slay
Sandra Weaver
Anita Greene
Harley Wood

JULY
1 Darrell Hayes
Ruth McGriff
DJ Wootson
2 Nanette Lacey
Aaron Powell Jr.
4 Torian Young
6 Daryl Hawkins
9 Arrold N. Martin
10 Lanny Babb
Gary Rowe
11 Pastor Kelly M. Smith Jr.
12 Evelyn Fancher
Liz Johnson
14 Candace Cosey
Isolina Rankins
15 Tamarah Daniel
Sheila Littleton
17 Maribeth Crutcfield-White
Mona Hayes
Makayla L. Sampson
20 Keenan Robinson
22 Antwan Hamilton
Ryann O. King
23 John Alexander
Vincent Baker
25 Sue Smith
Erma Todd
Robert Wood II
27 James Collier
Benny Perry
Beverly A. Scott
31 Harvey Doughty

AUGUST
1 Dorothy Jarrett
2 Gearldean Johnson
Carl E. Jones Jr.
Zuri Walker
3 Ilene White
4 Helen Anderson
Robin Battle
Ivan Davis Sr.
Delores Grimes
Catherine Lovett
5 Augustus Bankhead
6 Paiton Williams
Paris Williams
7 David Jones Jr.
8 William Baron
9 Gwen Harris
Mary Pleas
10 Shirley Bass
11 Joey Faught
12 Danielle Anderson
15 Sharon Gentry
Brian Jones
Paul Luter
Elisha Richardson
16 Pamela Wood
17 Doris Freeman-Hull
Deborah Howse
Whitley Campbell
21 Sylvia Burton
22 Christopher Easley
Shanell McGoy
Randall Washington
24 Monica Carter
25 Terrance Hurd
26 Junior Breveard III
27 Jane Fort
Barbara Mines
30 Richard Dinkins
Jean Lambert
Sherika Webb
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Christian Education

June 2020 Readings and Sunday School Lessons

DAY
Monday, June 1st
Tuesday, June 2nd
Wednesday, June 3rd
Thursday, June 4th
Friday, June 5th
Saturday, June 6th

The Call of Wisdom
TOPIC
“Faith Community Discerns Path of Wisdom”
“Parents Joyfully Pass on the Faith”
“Learning the Fear of the Lord”
“Violence Is Not a Wise Choice”
“The Vast Scope of Solomon’s Wisdom”
“Prize Wisdom and Insight”

Sunday, June 7th

“Godly Wisdom for Life’s Decisions”

Adult: Listen Up!

Youth: Learning About Wisdom
The Value of Wisdom
DAY
TOPIC
th
Monday, June 8
“Work for the Good of All”
Tuesday, June 9th
“Live Together in Harmony”
Wednesday, June 10th
“Wisdom in Walking Together in Love”
Thursday, June 11th
“Joseph Resists Temptation”
Friday, June 12th
“Wisdom Saves from Temptation”
Saturday, June 13th
“Walk on Just and Good Paths”
th
Sunday, June 14
“Following Godly Wisdom Pays Off”
Adult: Seeking Meaning
Youth: Seeking Wisdom as a Special Treasurer
The Gifts of Wisdom
DAY
TOPIC
Monday, June 15th
“Christ, the wisdom of God”
Tuesday, June 16th
“God Abundantly Rewards Job’s Faithfulness”
Wednesday, June 17th
“God Re3stores Job’s Family and Wealth”
Thursday, June 18th
“Wisdom Calls the People to Respond”
Friday, June 19th
“Wisdom: Present and Active during Creation”
“Choose Wisdom and Live”
Saturday, June 20th
Sunday, June 21st
“Wisdom Affects All of Life”
Adult: Wisdom’s Rewards
Youth: Rich in Wisdom
Wisdom’s Feast
DAY
TOPIC
Monday, June 22nd
“Law Provides the Edge”
Tuesday, June 23rd
“Wise and Foolish Bridesmaids”
Wednesday, June 24th
“Church Proclaims the Wisdom of God”
Thursday, June 25th
“No Wise Person among You?”
Friday, June 26th
“Wise and Foolish Builders”
Saturday, June 27th
“The Benefits of making the Wise Choice”
Sunday, June 28th
“Wisdom Delivers Many Benefits”
Adult: An Invitation to Wisdom
Youth: An Invitation to Wisdom
Wisdom’s Vindication
DAY
TOPIC
Monday, June 29th
“Wise Counsel for Defending Your Faith”
Tuesday, June 30th
“Wise Deeds of the Coming Messiah”

SCRIPTURE
Acts 6:1-7
2 Timothy 1:3-9a
Psalm 34:11-18
Matthew 26:47-52
1 Kings 4:29-34
Proverbs 4:1-9
Proverbs 1:1-4, 7-8, 10-11, 2-22,
32-33
Children: Wise Up!
SCRIPTURE
Galatians 6:1-10
Romans 15:1-6
2 John 4-11
Genesis 39:6b-18
Proverbs 2:12-19
Proverbs 2:20-22, 4:24-27
Proverbs 2:1-11
Children: A Special Treasure
SCRIPTURE
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
Job 1:1-5
Job 42:10-17
Job 42:10-17
Proverbs 8:1-7
Proverbs 8:32-36
Proverbs 8:8-14, 17-21
Children: A Great Gift
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 119:97-104
Matthew 25:1-13
Ephesians 3:7-13
1 Corinthians 6:1-6
Matthew 7:24-27
Psalm 1
Proverbs 9:1-6, 8-10, 13-18
Children: Wisdom’s Feast
SCRIPTURE
Matthew 10:16-23
Isaiah 35:3-10
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Sermon Digests
“The Crowd That Almost Missed Easter”
Rev. Kelly Miller Smith, Jr.
John 20:19-20
Submitted by: Adrienne Fancher
Easter could not have come at a better time for us, and we
don’t want to miss it! Easter is more than a date on the
calendar. The world is in the midst of a crisis. Easter
cannot be cancelled because in spite of what is going on,
we still celebrate the Resurrection.
Jesus’ followers experienced the trauma of Holy Week.
They didn’t know what to believe when Mary Magdalene
came with news of the empty tomb. The disciples could
only hide from the Jewish authorities who did so much to
Jesus; imagine what they could do to the disciples. The
disciples might have also been afraid of a resurrected
Jesus because of their denials.
Point 1. We don’t want to miss the Presence.
Jesus comes to the disciples in the midst of their fear.
Jesus always knows how to show up! Even in our season
of isolation, we can still encounter the Presence of Jesus.
The disciples were excited to see Jesus, their close friend.
Some people don’t understand what Jesus can do
probably because they don’t have a close relationship, so
they are not excited by His Presence.
Point 2. We don’t want to miss the Peace.
Jesus greets the disciples with “Peace be with you” – a
common greeting in that time. More than a greeting
formality, it says, “I hope all is well with you.” You
appreciate the wish when people who care about you
offer you peace. Jesus still comes to us and says, “Peace
be with you.” Peace is not when all things are calm:
peace is when in the midst of upheaval, we can find
tranquility. God is telling us not to let storms consume us
with worry. God is telling us to learn to have peace
within our own heart and spirit.
Point 3. We don’t want to miss the Praise.
The disciples were overjoyed to see Jesus after the
horrors of the previous week. Nothing about their world
had changed: they were still in danger, but they were
overjoyed. We have conditions to cause us concern, but
our joy should be overflowing! Jesus shows us that Death
has no victory. After all that happened on Good Friday,
we know that between Saturday night and Sunday
morning, Jesus rose. We have to experience Good Friday
to get to Good News – the Resurrection!
April
12

They can’t take Easter from us because we have a God
who loves us. Trust the Lord, no matter what. Praise Him
in good times and bad. Praise His Holy Name!

“All the Proof We Need”
Pastor Smith
John 20:24-31
Submitted by: Beverly Brown
Our faith must have the capacity to handle all seasons
of our lives. When life is good, we need a faith that
affirms that every good and perfect thing comes from
God. In anxious moments, we need a faith that tells us
that God will calm our fears. In difficult times, we
need a faith that lets us know that God will help us sort
things out. And, when life hands us our darkest hours,
we need a ‘doubt- conquering’ faith that reassures us
of God’s all-sustaining power! Today’s scripture
teaches us about doubt and faith. Particularly, Thomas
wanted to see (and touch) Jesus for himself before he
believed the other disciples accounts of having seen the
risen Savior. We too, have doubts about certain things.
We ask someone something, ask another person for
verification, and still want proof for ourselves before
we believe it. Like Thomas, our faith is not always
instantaneous. But the proof of our faith must be a
process where we move beyond our doubts and come
to the point where our belief is in our hearts. Where is
the proof we need?
Point 1-The proof is in the divine showing up in
disaster. The greatest proof of God’s presence in
adversity is in our own life experiences. When our
lives have been turned upside down, when we have
faced rock bottom, or when we feel that we have lost
everything and everyone, we need no better proof, or
no more proof, than to remember these times to know
that God shows up in hardships and sees us through.
Publicly or privately, God’s specialty is being present
when things are at their worst.
April
19

Point 2-The proof is in the witness of others.
We should witness to others about the goodness of
God in our lives so that everyone can come to know
God for themselves. The way(s) that God has cared for
us, provided for us, blessed us, and made a way out of
no way for us, is the proof we need to share with
others.
Point 3-The proof is in the transforming of lives.
God is continuously changing our spiritual journey,
leading and guiding us to the place where he wants us
to be. There can be no doubt in God’s direction! And,
much like the ‘believing’ Thomas, the proof of our
faith comes from our hearts and we behold Jesus as
“My Lord and my God” (John 20:28).
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“The Important One”
Pastor Smith
Luke 15:1-10
Submitted by: Beverly Brown
Pastor Smith shared a historical background of Luke.
As God/Christ Jesus people, we are to stand in for
others as He does for each of us. Each of His people
has value, talents, hobbies, money, positions of
importance. However, none of those activities are as
important as Jesus Christ. As a result, these are the
three (3) take aways which are as follows
April
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1. We welcome the important one. Jesus is receptive
and available to all people irrespective of status of an
individual in society. He was and is welcoming to all
and there is an expression that says we are known by
the company that we keep. Jesus Christ does not
discriminate.
2. We care for the important one. Jesus Christ is an
example of how humankind is to treat all human
beings. We are not to allow and support other vultures
who do not show love and care for the least of all
within our society.
3. We celebrate the important one. Jesus Christ’s
resurrection was not just for the haves; but, for the
have nots as well. We are to welcome and celebrate the
life of Jesus Christ. He made the ultimate sacrifice for
all of His people that love, trust, believe, and have faith
in Him as our Lord and Savior. Amen, Amen, Amen.

“Teach Us to Pray”
Pastor Smith
Luke 1:1
Submitted by: Deborah Luter
One of the key things that people of faith do is to pray.
We learn as children about praying. We say grace over
our food, that is a prayer. We also learned as children
“Now I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul
to keep. If I should die before I wake, I pray the Lord
my soul to take”. Prayer is so common to the faith we
have almost made it a cliché’. It is interesting how the
disciples phrased the question. They didn’t ask to teach
them how to pray, but to teach them to pray. How
deals with the mechanics of prayer. But to teach to
pray tells the importance of prayer.
Part of the challenge with prayers is the
misunderstanding of what prayer does. There are those
who think it is like a wish list. Others a shopping list.
Point 1-Teach us to pray sincerely
Prayer is about establishing an intimate relationship
with God. This kind of relationship is established
through sincerity. People look for sincerity and not
formality. God is no different. Did you notice in this
passage that Jesus was the one praying and the
disciples were not? We are taught to pray as a routine
or even a habit. But do we do it in the sincerity that
should be associated with it? Our prayers need to be
freed up to be offered as an expression of our heart.
Point 2-Teach is to pray shamelessly
Jesus tells the parable of a man who had a friend to
come to his house at a very late hour. It was customary
to put some food before him, but he had none. He went
banging on the door of the neighbor to get something
to feed his friend. Jesus wanted to stress the point that
one should not be timid about one’s prayers.
We don’t deserve to come before the Lord, but God
has given us full access to come before the throne of
Grace. Bold prayers are able to realize God’s bold
answers. When we pray shamelessly we’re not
bothered by not getting things the way we want them.
We still go back to God again, sometimes for the same
thing, and sometimes for other things.
Point 3-Teach is to pray spiritually
Prayer is not a monologue where there is only one
person talking. It is a dialogue. But it isn’t the dialogue
that we would assume. It is a dialogue not really
between us and God. It is a dialogue between God and
the spirit within us.
May
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Our Mission
z

First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill is Building, Restoring, and Revitalizing lives through
Jesus Christ.

Our Vision

Love God, Make Disciples, Serve Community

Looking for a Church Home?
If you are looking for a church home, we encourage you to come and visit us! There are several ways to become
a member of FBCCH.
Baptism - when a person is willing to initially express a belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and is willing
to live one’s life according to His will. Baptism is the symbolic initiation into the Christian faith.
Christian Experience - when a person who has previously been a member of another church chooses to unite with
FBCCH, believing this to be the place for one’s spiritual nurturing. These people have already been baptized and
have committed a faith relationship with Jesus Christ.
Watchcare - when a person wishes to have his or her membership with FBCCH while he or she is temporarily
living in the city.
Associate - when a person who has a membership in another church wishes to have a membership in FBCCH.
Restoration - when a former member chooses to rejoin FBCCH.
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