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PASTOR’S PEN
In the book of James in our Bibles he writes, “Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because
you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not
lacking anything” (James 1:2 – 4). What he is meaning is that we should find and see the joy in all things good, bad and indifferent that we are
called to face.
Two months into the United States’ dealing with the challenges of COVID-19 and we still don’t have clear understandings of what it is, what to
do and what to expect. This past Thursday, April 30, I shared in a conference call with the president of Meharry Medical College, Dr. James
Hildreth. He has a PhD in immunology and has done extensive research in the areas of viruses. He also serves on the Nashville task force
helping to steer the city through this pandemic. In other words, he knows what he is talking about. His concern is the need for there to be
developed an effective vaccine that can enable people to develop the immunity to the coronavirus. This is the way our bodies can fight off the
infection in the event we are exposed to it. As of now there is no vaccine and no cure (not even with disinfectant or the malaria drug as was
suggested by the President of the USA).
In light of this there were some things that Dr. Hildreth suggested would help us and the Nashville community.
• Continue practicing social distancing. Six feet apart is the general rule, but the greater the better. Of course, at home it may not be
applicable. But it should be applied to any contact with other persons outside of the home.
• Wear face masks. Whether bought or homemade they will help reduce the contracting and the spread of the virus. Anytime you are in
contact with the public you should wear the mask.
• Wash your hands frequently. As soon as you get home or enter and leave other places – wash your hands. Gloves are good, but still
wash your hands. Hand sanitizer is okay, but still wash your hands. As a matter of fact, it has been suggested that you wash your
hands after washing your hands! This is to help reduce the potential exposure to the virus by your hands touching your mouth, nose,
eyes and other areas of your face. You would be surprised how often you unconsciously touch your face!
• Get tested for COVID-19. It is free! Here’s the why and how. The way to control the spread of the virus is to know who has it. If you
have it and don’t know that you have it everyone you come in contact with has the potential to get it from you. You can be a carrier and
have no symptoms and still give it to others. The virus cannot be controlled until the spread of it stops. You may say that you haven’t
been around anyone so you can’t have it. The challenge is that you can have it by being around places people have been and
touching things other people have touched. There should be no stigma associated with getting tested and accepting the results
regardless of what they may be. When individuals get well, the community gets well. The church gets well. And we can all start
reconstructing what life will be like for us going forward.

•

There are different testing sites here in Nashville that are free. One is at Meharry Medical College on 21st Ave. North and is open
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and soon, Tuesdays and Thursdays. You will see signs on the streets
around the campus directing you to the site. You stay in your car the whole time. The actual testing takes about 10 minutes. It will be
uncomfortable because they do have to use a cotton swab to get the sample through your nostril. I got tested (and my result was
negative). I got there at 8:30 a.m., was the second car in line and was gone by 9:10 a.m. and no disruption to my day from having the
test.
Stay home. Until we are sure that we can move comfortably to different places, stay home and enjoy life in a way that may be
different. Go take care of essential services only (getting your hair, fingers and feet done may sound essential but aren’t). Remember
these decisions could be a matter of life and death. We will continue to have Worship services, Sunday School and Bible Study online
and will send you the information each week. We will have occasional virtual fellowships so we can see each other as our way of
staying connected. Check AND READ the emails we send as they will share updates and information about various activities for the
congregation (look for some special virtual things for Mother’s Day). And regardless of what is happening in the world around us we
who are people of faith will consider it all joy through the power and grace of God.

Kelly M. Smith Jr., Pastor
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DISCIPLESHIP MOMENT
Living On Borrowed Time
“Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” ~James 4:15NIV
Submitted by Rev. Joe Ella Darby, Assistant to the Pastor for Discipleship
Growing up, my granny would always correct my
siblings and me if we made plans for the future that
seemingly did not include God. She would make
various statements such as, “Baby, you don’t know
what God has planned; the day doesn’t belong to you
but to God; when making plans, always say ‘If it is the
Lord’s Will’; Leave room for God to have a say.”
Needless to say, my granny was always conscious of
making sure she gave God priority in her plans and
decisions. It was a way of life for her.
Over the years, I’ve tried to incorporate this value into
the way I live and operate. Though humorously, you
may have heard me say, “Lord willing if the creek
don’t rise”, I’m not quite at the point of giving God the
priority He rightly deserves, surrendering my plans,
day and future as if they belong to Him. I long to live
in such a way that allows me to live in the moment, of
course responsibly, loosely making plans while
keeping my hands freely open to God’s lead.
Recently, I lost a former ministry colleague who
always understood he was living on borrowed time. As
a brain cancer survivor, he rarely made big plans and
he embraced the tension of living with his health
condition and the fear of the unknown, causing him to
say he was just living one day at a time and trusting
God with that day. Soon, he evolved to making bigger
life plans joyfully saying, “if it be God’s Will, I
will…”. My friend had a personality that was bigger
than life and when he shared his testimony, he always
owned that he was living on borrowed time and
encouraged everyone to live the same; life was a gift.
He found joy and awe in the simplest of things.
Since his transitioning, I’ve been thinking a lot about
our living on borrowed time and its meaning for one’s
life. Whether a survivor of an illness, one living with a
medical diagnosis, or one who is trying to make sense
of the uncertainty during our pandemic, there is a
wisdom of living in the moment and enjoying all that a
moment brings us. Life is made up of many moments,
how we choose to live in each moment matters.

Challenging times, especially the death of a friend or
loved one, even this pandemic, has a way of reminding
us of what matters most. We are all sojourners
traveling through space and time, citizens of heaven
yet living on earth, and living on borrowed time called
life. Life is truly a gift. God has given us each day as a
gift and the choices that we make each day matter. I
can’t control what happens around me, nor can I
control my days, especially living in a quarantined
state. Living in times of uncertainty reminds us that we
are not in control. As one who likes control, not being
in control can be challenging for me; yet over the
years, I’ve appreciated living in the tension of not
knowing yet learning to trust.
As a growing disciple, the joy of my discipleship is
following Jesus’s lead. I wonder how different my
discipleship experience can be if I embraced more
fully living in the moment, knowing I’m living on
borrowed time. I wonder how I can authentically
embrace this desire to trust that whatever happens in
life, whether if it’s the Lord’s perfect or permissible
will, God knows what He’s doing. I ask of myself how
can I turn living more fully into living intentionally on
borrowed time.
As a growing disciple of Jesus Christ, what does it
mean to know we are living on borrowed time? What
does it look like to lean more fully into life’s gift of the
moment? What would it look like to embrace every
situation we face as an opportunity to trust the living
God in surrender? We do not know what tomorrow
will bring us, so wisdom tells us not to boast about it
(Proverbs 27:1). May this time sheltering-in-place,
provide an opportunity for us to reflect on our lives
and even on our legacy. Life is short. We are living on
borrowed time. God has given each of us a gift called
life. How do we want our lives to reflect God’s glory?
When we are called back home to be with God forever,
what will be our story? How will we steward our lives
accordingly? May these next few months remind us
that we are living on borrowed time and to make the
most of our many moments.

STRATEGY CHAIRS TEAM MINISTRY UPDATES
UPDATES
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130 Masks were sewn and delivered to Nashville General Hospital! We thank volunteer
modistes Willie Magee, Chandra Pleas, Mary Pleas, Hortense Jones, Clara Elam, Beverly Barton, and
Deacon Beverly Brown. We also thank the anonymous member who donated elastic!

Deacons of the Week for May 2020

Christian Education

Week of

Deacon

Phone#

3rd

Emmitt Hayes

(615) 790-7312

10th

Ronald McFarland

(615) 331-0564

17th

Sunny Owunnah

(615) 708-1893

24th
31st

Brian Wood
Adrienne Fancher

(615) 259-0623
(615) 255-8033

JULY 2020 - Those who would like to volunteer
should contact Nicole Alexander at 317-488-0738
or nicolereneealex@hotmail.com or Kim
Covington at kimberly.bass@comcast.net or 615566- 3196.
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Prayer Request/Sick & Shut-in List

In order to keep our prayer list current, please let the church office know if you (or someone you know) have
changed address or if someone should be added to or removed from the prayer list.
Sis. Jan Jones Carter
Sis. Rosa Mimms
Major Alicia R. Bodie
Sis. Elizabeth Backus
Wesley Common
1110 Marshall Road #6220
Greenwood, SC 29646
Deacon Jean Lambert
755 S. Rogers Street, Apt.
1101
Pooler, GA 31322
Bro. J.D. Martin
1650 Pine Tree Pass Lane
Lilburn, GA 30047

Sis. Maggie Roper
Green Hills Health &
Rehab
3939 Hillsboro Circle
Nashville, TN 37215
Bro. Derrick McDaniel
Good Samaritan Health & Rehab
500 Hickory Hollow Terrace Sis. Bertha Taylor and
Bro. Willie Taylor
Antioch, TN 37013
105 Valley Green Dr.
Antioch, TN 37013
Sis. Rose McDonald
111 N. Carolina Ave. #204
Sis. Dororthy Vassall
Lexington, NC 27292
4646 Skylark St NE
Lacey WA 98516
Deacon Ernest Rhodes
Bethany Healthcare Center
Bro. Walter Vincent
421 Ocala Drive
4824 Fairmeade Court
Nashville, TN 37211
Nashville, TN 37218
Ms. Ella Matambo
Macon, GA
(Friend of the Currie Family)

Sis. Leslie Williams
2929 Old Franklin
Road
Nashville, TN 37013

B I R T H D A Y S
MAY
2 Charles Williams
3 Kristin Daniel
Ian Dinkins
4 Kellye Greene
Marilyn Jackson
Fred Jones Jr.
Edith Kimbrough
10 Emmitt Hayes
11 Conra Collier
13 Esther Speigner
14 Jillian Duke
15 Regina Morrow
16 Johnny Holmes
Elsie Swanson
21 Sara Cain
Sunny Owunnah
Denzel Williams
22 Larry Baker
25 Marcia Mitchell
Marlee Wade
27 Carlton Crutchfield
Kornelius Dickerson
28 Tatiyanna McCall
29 Antonio Stacker
Harold Stewart
30 Ta’Naisha Hillman
Allison Johnson
31 Davonte Shelby

4
5
6
11
15
16
18
19
20
21
23
25

28

JUNE
Imani Byrd
Kyndol Christion
Anaya Campbell
Breneatha Demonbreum
Courtney Greene
Weldon Kidd
Jamar Ritch
Samuel Robinson
Joy Sims
Walter Vincent Jr.
Desiree’ Robertson
Da’Kari Shyes
Jewel Burks Solomon
Kerry Schrader
William Webb IV
Ernest C. Rhodes
Ryan Gentry
Leigh Lovett
Kena McDaniel
Kenya McDaniel
Taylor Slay
Sandra Weaver
Anita Greene
Harley Wood

JULY
1 Darrell Hayes
Ruth McGriff
DJ Wootson
2 Nanette Lacey
Aaron Powell Jr.
4 Torian Young
6 Daryl Hawkins
9 Arrold N. Martin
10 Lanny Babb
Gary Rowe
11 Pastor Kelly M. Smith Jr.
12 Evelyn Fancher
Liz Johnson
14 Candace Cosey
Isolina Rankins
15 Tamarah Daniel
Sheila Littleton
17 Maribeth Crutcfield-White
Mona Hayes
Makayla L. Sampson
20 Keenan Robinson
22 Antwan Hamilton
Ryann O. King
23 John Alexander
Vincent Baker
25 Sue Smith
Erma Todd
Robert Wood II
27 James Collier
Benny Perry
Beverly A. Scott
31 Harvey Doughty
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Christian Education
DAY
Friday, May 1st
Saturday, May 2nd
Sunday, May 3rd
DAY
Monday, May 4th
Tuesday, May 5th
Wednesday, May 6th
Thursday, May 7th
Friday, May 8th
Saturday, May 9th
Sunday, May 10th
Adult: Hope for a Better Life
DAY
Monday, May 11th
Tuesday, May 12th
Wednesday, May 13th
Thursday, May 14th
Friday, May 15th
Saturday, May 16th
Sunday, May 17th
Adult: Justice Prevails
DAY
Monday, May 18th
Tuesday, May 19th
Wednesday, May 20th
Thursday, May 21st
Friday, May 22nd
Saturday, May 22rd
Sunday, May 24th
Adult: What Goes Around
Comes Around
DAY
Monday, May 25th
Tuesday, May 26th
Wednesday, May 27th
Thursday, May 28th
Friday, May 29th
Saturday, May 30th
Sunday, May 31st

May 2020 Readings and Sunday School Lessons

A Vision of Restoration
TOPIC
“Leaders, Priests, and Prophets Don’t Listen”
“God Will Preserve a Remnant”
“Rejoice in God’s Glory and Salvation”
Peace and Justice Reign
TOPIC
“God’s Worldwide Covenant with Abraham”
“A New Covenant of the Heart”
“Divided peoples to Become One”
“Just Living in Church and the World”
“Cultivate Peaceful and Just Relations”
“Joyful Feasts Draw Newcomers”
“Enjoy Fruits of Peace and Justice”
Youth: He Is Not Here
Practice Justice
TOPIC
“Seeking Divine Help in Troubled Times”
“Land Now Belongs to Babylon”
“Choose to Love and Obey the Lord”
“Surrender and the People Will Live”
“Jerusalem Will Fall”
“Jerusalem is Defeated and Zedekiah is Exiled”
“Choose the Life of Justice”
Youth: Justice Always Wins!
Repent of Injustice
TOPIC
“Justice for Aliens, Orphans, and Widows”
“God Requires Godly Rule by Kings”
“Who May Enter God’s Holy Presence?”
“God’s Justice for the Unjust King”
“The City Suffers for Its Disobedience”
“Injustice Ends the Line of David”
“Repent of Misdeed and Unjust Actions”
Youth: He’s Given Me a New
Name!
Return to Love and Justice
TOPIC
“Receiving a New Vision of God”
“Justice for Gentile Believers”
“The Up of Down Choice”
“Jesus, a Migrant from Egypt”
“Ephraim Spurns God’s Love and Suffers”
“Once a Slave; Now a Brother”
“Respond with Love and Justice Daily”

SCRIPTURE
Zephaniah 3:1-7
Zephaniah 3:8-13
Zephaniah 3:14-20
SCRIPTURE
Genesis 12:1-8
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Ezekiel 37:15-23
Romans 12:9-21
1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
Zechariah 8:18-23
Zechariah 8:1-8, 11-17
Children: Alive!
SCRIPTURE
Psalm 86:1-13
Jeremiah 27:1-11
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
Jeremiah 38:14-18
Jeremiah 21:1-7
2 Kings 24:20b – 25:7
Jeremiah 21:8-14
Children: Punished for Doing
Wrong
SCRIPTURE
Deuteronomy 24:17-22
Deuteronomy 17:18-20
Psalm 15
Jeremiah 22:11-19
Jeremiah 22:20-23
Jeremiah 22:24-30
Jeremiah 22:1-10
Children: Justice Is Done!
SCRIPTURE
Genesis 28:19-17
Acts 15:10-17
Deuteronomy 28:1-6, 15-19
Matthew 2:13-15
Hosea 11:3-6
Philemon 8-21
Hosea 11:1-2, 7-10; 12:1-2,6-14
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Sermon Digests
“God’s Place in All of This”
Pastor Smith
Isaiah 40:27-3
Submitted by: Kathy Harrell
It is appropriate to ask ‘where is God in the midst of all
that is going on’? We say that we are blessed and
highly favored. We are people of faith who believe that
God will make a way somehow. A catastrophic
tornado recently tore through Nashville; now we are
faced with the pandemic of the Covid-19 Coronavirus
which is wreaking havoc on lives in ways that are
unprecedented in our history. Our Scripture recalls
how the people of Israel began to distrust God and
question God’s faithfulness. Why would God allow
them to face so many obstacles in their journey back to
their homeland.
Even though something may be new and challenging to
us, it is not new to God. The lesson in Isaiah reminds
us that God is an everlasting God who is the Creator of
all things. God has seen it all! God’s Place in All of
This:
March
15

Point 1-God hears. God is fully aware of what we are
going through. He hears our prayers not in a passive
way, but in a way that will make a difference. In our
petitions for healing, comfort, strength, renewal,
forgiveness, peace, protection, love, or for the full
embodiment of Grace, we must not loose heart that
God hears us and God will do what God needs to do!
God has been listening to his people throughout
creation.
Point 2-God cares. God does not create crises or
pandemics. However, God uses crises as opportunities
to show us that God cares. It is especially in our
spiritual lives, that God cares for us when we grow
tired, weak, or weary during extremely difficult times.
God feels the sensitivity of our issues. God will
strengthen each one of us so that we are able to
withstand the daily trials of life. Yet, we must
remember that God works in God’s own time. ‘Those
that wait on the Lord shall renew their
strength’...(Isaiah 40:31)
Point 3-God transforms. God’s transforming power
will revitalize, renew, and change us so we can fit into
His expectations for who He desires us to be. Our
world may have a ‘new normal’. But, God never
changes! ‘Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today,
and forever’. (Hebrews 13:8)

“Finding Certainty in Uncertain Times”
Pastor Smith
Psalm 46:1-11
Submitted by: Beverly Brown
Pastor Smith shared a historical background of Psalm
46. The emphasis was on verses 1-3. Psalm 46:1
states that God is our refuge and strength, very present
help in trouble KJV; therefore, we are not to fear
because this is a time when faith is designed for times
like these. It also teaches us how we are to interact
with each other. No matter the uncertainty with
finances, job, food, shelter, etc. This is not a time of
hoarding as some individuals are doing during these
troubled times. God desires honesty from those in
leadership and not confusion. To avoid or cope with
these uncertainties, Pastor Smith’s three take a ways
were as follows:
March
22

1. We can find certainty in God’s Is-ness: How? Read
Psalm 46-7-11. God is always with His people, no
matter what is happening in society and the world.
God/Christ Jesus provides us shelter and comfort from
the inside. In trouble, there is no need to run or go to
another city; because, where ever humankind finds
themselves, God is present.
2. We find certainty in the places where God resides.
The city of Jerusalem had a strong representation
because that is where God’s/Christ Jesus presence was.
God/Christ Jesus spirit is to be within an individual
and not just a building – see Psalm 46:4 & 1st
Corinthians 6:19 . Therefore, an agnostic individual
may not have something to hold them together in these
troubling times.
3. We can find certainty in the stillness of our lives.
Psalm 46:10 says be still and know that I am God. No
matter what is happening in the world. God’s people
need to just clear their schedules and be available to
listen for God/Christ Jesus guidance & directions. And,
not just do business as usual; God gave us His Son
Jesus Christ to show His people how to pause and be
calm; even, on the sea when the wind is blowing and
one could feel restless, just be still and know God is
present. Finally, we can truly follow where Jesus leads
and follow Him with certainty and pray to Him with
certainty. Amen, Amen, Amen.
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“Living in God’s Will”
Pastor Smith
Mark 14:32-42
Submitted by: Conra Collier
After the Last Supper, Jesus went to the Garden of
Gethsemane (means olive press) to pray. Vs. 35-36 "If
possible, pass this cup from Me. ...not what I will..."
We are products of our choices. Sometimes we do as
we wish, not as God would have us do. It is not always
easy to follow God's will. Christianity is more than
attending church and reading the Bible. It is giving
control to God and following His will.
Jesus was distressed and troubled in spirit in the
Garden of Gethsemane. He asked to pass the cup of
sacrifice and suffering. A right relationship with God
includes relinquishing control.
March
29

1)Our limitations. Jesus recognized His limitations. He
delayed until going to see Lazarus.
2)Trust God. God has the power to do all things. Does
He desire to do what we want or is there a greater
mission, purpose? Trust that He knows what He is
doing.
3)Follow where God leads. Follow His orders, even
when we don't understand. We may undergo hardship;
something may not work out as we had planned. Jesus
anticipated His own suffering, yet He followed God.
He found life, not death. We may discover the
limitations and weaknesses of those around us. Yet, we
must learn to follow.

“Welcoming Jesus”
Pastor Smith
Mark 11:1-11
Submitted by: Deborah Luter
Palm Sunday could not have come at a better time.
There is no more critical time in our lifetime than our
need for the Lord right now. It is not just because of
the coronavirus. We have political chaos, international
tensions and social conflicts between many groups. We
have even had tornadoes!
When Jesus came into Jerusalem there was political
unrest. His presence created a dilemma for King Herod
because there were those claiming Jesus to be King.
The people welcomed Jesus because he represented
something different.
Point 1-We welcome Jesus because of his
uncommon leadership
We must understand that uncommon leadership is not
just coming to a leadership to be different. True
leadership is not about the position that one holds it is
about how you handle the responsibilities thrust upon
you. Mark tells us that Jesus made arrangements to
come to the city of Jerusalem riding on a donkey. In
the day of Jesus, leaders rode stallions and chariots. All
through the life of Jesus we find him showing
uncommon leadership. He is the kind of leader who
tells people to turn the other cheek, love your enemies
and forgive those who have wronged you multiple
times. He cared for humanity and sought their good.
Point 2-We welcome Jesus because it keeps God in
our midst
Jesus’ coming to Jerusalem was a welcome sight for
many. They were under the domination of the Roman
Empire. These Romans were in control of what they
could and could not do. Jesus represented the fact that
regardless of who was politically in charge that God is
still with them.
Point 3-We welcome Jesus because he is the answer
to our prayers
In chapter 11 of Mark Jesus teaches the disciples about
prayer. His lesson to them is that prayer works when
you believe in your heart. But the sincerity of prayer is
not just what we ask God, but what God asks us. Jesus
adds one line at the end of the lesson. If you are
standing in prayer and hold something against
someone, forgive them, so that God will forgive you of
your sins……..AMEN
April
5
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First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill
625 Rosa L. Parks Boulevard at Nelson Merry Street | Nashville, TN 37203
www.firstbaptistcapitolhill.org

Kelly M. Smith Jr., Pastor

Our Mission
z

First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill is Building, Restoring, and Revitalizing lives through
Jesus Christ.

Our Vision

Love God, Make Disciples, Serve Community

Looking for a Church Home?
If you are looking for a church home, we encourage you to come and visit us! There are several ways to become
a member of FBCCH.
Baptism - when a person is willing to initially express a belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and is willing
to live one’s life according to His will. Baptism is the symbolic initiation into the Christian faith.
Christian Experience - when a person who has previously been a member of another church chooses to unite with
FBCCH, believing this to be the place for one’s spiritual nurturing. These people have already been baptized and
have committed a faith relationship with Jesus Christ.
Watchcare - when a person wishes to have his or her membership with FBCCH while he or she is temporarily
living in the city.
Associate - when a person who has a membership in another church wishes to have a membership in FBCCH.
Restoration - when a former member chooses to rejoin FBCCH.
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Scheduling Access to Church Buildings
To all groups needing entry and use of the church, sanctuary, and Ennix-Jones Center during the week, please
call the church office at 615-255-8757 in advance of your event. This is to ensure personnel are available to
allow entry and to have a record for security purposes. Your cooperation is highly appreciated.
Please send all electronic correspondence to: fbcch13@gmail.com.

