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PASTOR’S PEN
Okay. I have a confession to make. I have shifting loyalties when it comes to professional sports teams. Throughout much of the year
and especially through the playoffs in professional football I was pulling for the Kansas City Chief to play in (and win) the Super Bowl.
It is not because of some peculiar passion for the city. I have been there many times, but nothing to endear me to the city. And
beyond two or three players I could not give you a complete lineup of who plays for them. My support of them was because they are
one of the teams that fit my algorithm of how I choose teams. The priority in my selection process of teams goes something like this:
teams with Black head coaches get first consideration (only three of the 32 teams had them – that is roughly 10% in a league where
about 70% of the players are Black), then Black starting quarterbacks (10 out of 32 teams), and then other Black players who are
standouts. I have used this system since I have been paying attention to pro football and other sports as well. My pulling for Kansas
City was because of Patrick Mahomes, with his giftedness as a quarterback and he looks like he is enjoying playing the game. Plus, he
has a Nashville connection with his dad playing for the Nashville Sounds. (For the record, I pulled for the Titans against them last year
in the playoffs. It will cost me two dinners next time I am in KC because of a little bet I made.) None of the three of Black head coaches
made it this year. So, I was set.
Until I saw an article pointing out that after the head coach Bruce Arians, all of Tampa Bay’s next level coaches are Black. All of them.
And the head coach, who came out of retirement to coach Tampa Bay, would only do it if these coaches would join his staff. I was
encouraged to hear that a team would make that kind of commitment (even if they do have Tom Brady on their team). On top of that
Morehouse sends out an email stating that one of those coaches had his first coaching job there. This algorithm just got complicated. I
may end of pulling for both teams!
But my purpose for sharing this is more than about sports or who is going to win the game (though I have my suspicion). It is about the
contrast we see in our nation today. In some aspects of the world in which we live it looks like we have arrived. It is becoming more
and more common place to see people of color as the norm and not the exception in some aspects of sports, on television shows,
commercials, and many other places in the public eye.
And yet in too many other areas of life we are seeing that we are not there yet, or late to the game. Last month we just saw Kamala
Harris be installed as Vice-President, the only woman, woman of color and only Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU)
grad to be elected to the position. It was a moment we were just as proud of as when Barack Obama became the 44th President. I
heard comments back in the summer of 2020 from people (Black folks) I know who said that her being on the ticket will sink Biden’s
candidacy. I think it is what got him elected. We are not there yet.
In the history of the nation almost 2000 people have served in the United States Senate, but only 11 are Blacks, and only 7 of those
elected by popular vote. We are not there yet.
This should serve as a reminder that just because we see some things as having changed, we still have a long way to go. We still hear
of injustice with the police departments, particularly when a 9-year-old girl is having a mental health episode and the only tactic the
police could think of was to handcuff her, pepper spray her and shove her into the back of a police car. We still have a long way to go
when in the state of Tennessee we have NO representation from our governor or US senators for matters that are important to us. The
governor is trying to force schools in the largest metropolitan areas (think majority Black and poor kids whose exposure may increase
and then carry the virus home to others in the household) to re-open but making no special provisions for teachers and students to get
vaccinated now and without more resources to ensure classroom safety.
We pray that more ceiling will be broken so that it is not a novelty for people of color to be in certain places. We know that people of
color will continue to accomplish great things regardless of the obstacles. This is God’s will. Our faith reminds us that God is providing
dry ground for each sea we must cross (Hebrews 11:29). Enjoy the game!
Kelly M. Smith Jr., pastor
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DISCIPLESHIP MOMENT
s

Meet Disciple Bill McDaniel

“Then Jesus said to
his disciples, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves
PASTOR’S
PEN
and take up their cross and follow me.” ~Matthew 16:24
Submitted by: Rev. Joe Ella Darby, Assistant to the Pastor for Discipleship
This year, our monthly Discipleship Moments will
What words of advice and encouragement would
include articles written by fellow disciples and
you share with a fellow disciple on his or her
interviews of members who have agreed to share about
respective journey?
Submitted
by Rev.
their discipleship journey.
This month,
we Joe
meetElla Darby, Assistant to the Pastor for Discipleship
Disciple Bill McDaniel.
Put the brakes on and really rethink our discipleship.
Membership won’t get you into the pearly gates.
Papa Bill, how did you initially feel about our being
Membership is self-serving and focusing on our
intentional in moving from membership to
personal stuff. I can just come to church for an hour
discipleship?
and 15 minutes and think I’m a good member, but I
haven’t impacted the kingdom of God. Discipleship
Initially, I thought about how we can be members of
means you’re trying to broaden the Lord’s base. It’s
churches and not give real thought to the serious side
not about sitting on a pew, as the pandemic has taught
of membership. At the retreat in the woods, when we
us. Discipleship has no boundaries in terms of
entered in the discussion it really made me think. As a
building. Go to God to get your marching orders.
member, I just do what members do…I go to church
When I go visit someone who needs help then I’m no
and pay my dues. As a disciple, I need to broaden my
longer just a member, though I carry the same
base regarding what I’m doing. I’m not just a member
grounding and teachings of a member when I go. I
who comes to church, not just a trustee or a deacon. It
really got a whole lot of validation from the
moves us to a different mindset, freeing us up in our
discernment retreat. The first time that I stopped and
thinking. We can do more things if I get more serious
started really thinking about discipleship and
about this thing. We don’t have to be a deacon to call
membership.
another member. We did a wonderful job at the retreat
but I’m not sure if we finished our total education
When we went through our splits, I saw the limits on
process on it. Our continuing to grow as disciples gives
membership—people arguing and fussing—this
those who have been a member a long time an
membership thing has bad traits to it. We called
opportunity to do things differently.
ourselves members and people were arguing over a
preacher who had human limitations. People became
How do you understand your identity as a disciple
territorial about “our church” and not about God; that’s
of Jesus Christ?
membership stuff when we are protective of our
membership, our seat or our position. See, discipleship
People ask me why I stepped down as a trustee. Well,
has broader meaning; it’s not about protecting the
when we discussed being a disciple, I was glad to take
walls of the church but making sure we are doing
off one hat and put another cap on my head. I’ve
things in the community serving others. When we step
always tried to do stuff like reaching out and wanted to
into discipleship and really get to it, you want to keep
do it under the umbrella of “Bill you had your heart in
helping others.
that” not doing it for money or recognition but doing it
for God. I can just be a person committed to making
Anything else you want to share?
God’s world better. I am more intentional in talking to
people even at Home Depot. Now I get to say some
I want us to ask ourselves, “Do I just go to church
things to help people wherever I go. I want to help
and sing in the choir or am I a disciple?” I want us to
make the world a better place. When I meet someone, I
get more members to move from membership to
find out where they are and have an opportunity to
discipleship.
share about God as something they ought to try.

3

MISSION AT YOUR DOORSTEP
Mission Knocking Down/At Your Door
Submitted by Dr. Arrold N. Martin, Assistant to the Pastor, President, ABCOTS
‘Prayer for Truth and Action from the ABC Anti-Racism Task Force’
“[The one] who passively accepts evil is as much involved in it as [the one] who helps to perpetrate it. [The
one] who accepts evil without protesting against it is really cooperating with it.” – Rev. Martin Luther King,
Jr. in Stride Toward Freedom
In this season of unrest and turmoil, we gather today to remember the life and legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. As American Baptists we like to claim him as our brother, but far too often we have fallen short of the
scope of his dream. In our clamor to show how we are different from other Baptists we neglect to recognize our
own complicity in the systems and struggles happening right now in our nation. We, the Anti-Racism Task
Force, say the time is now for us to claim the mantle left for us on the mountain top by Dr. King. It is time we
confront the inherent white supremacy and privilege that have for too long been the foundation upon which our
denomination is built even as we claim to be the most diverse denomination in the United States. Over the next
months and longer you will hear from us regularly as we begin to help our beloved denomination become a true
embodiment of Dr. King’s Dream.
Let us pray:
Creator,
You who with a breath fills us with your Spirit, we thank you for the prophetic life and witness of Dr. King who
reminds us that “history will have to record that the greatest tragedy of this period of social transition was not
the strident clamor of the bad people, but the appalling silence of the good people.”
Silence is betrayal and we confess that we have allowed fear to silence us for too long. We have allowed fear to
let us wait for a “more convenient season” and not name the sins of our nation, our denomination, and
especially our own faith tradition. We have been silent as white supremacy and power; Christian nationalism
and jingoistic idolatry have been given the place of honor at the table.
We know that “change does not roll in on the wheels of inevitability, but comes through continuous struggle,”
and so we, in our confession, ask also for the strength and the courage to straighten our backs as we work for
justice. Give us the boldness to take the risks necessary to become the people you are calling us to be; to be the
churches you are calling us to be; and to be the denomination you are calling us to be. Give us the drum major
instinct.
This we pray in the name of the crucified, risen, and ascended Christ.
Amen
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National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc.

President Young's
Perspective
Breach of the Capitol of the United States
January 8, 2021

www.nationalbaptist.com
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In 1814, during the War of 1812, Great Britain sent troops to burn several buildings in our Nation’s
Capitol, including the Capitol Building and the White House. The events of January 6, 2021 parallel the
apparent mindset of the British government; both breaches were an attempt to put our democracy at bay.
However, the most humiliating, tragic difference between the two events is that the heinous acts of
January 6, were committed against America by American citizens. This mob, through their treasonous
actions, intended to disrupt the political process.
The fact that this act of terrorism was committed by American citizens is inconceivable, but what is
even more deplorable is that this insurrection was incited by our own President of the United States, his
attorney, and his enablers. The internal fighting, fearmongering, threats against America, outright and
deliberate lies, and the incestuous hate that have festered for the past four years have jeopardized the
moral conscience of our country. To our dismay, some leaders in Congress are guilty of helping and
enabling our president, and thereby, gave impetus to the events that occurred. Certain factions of our
country have denied how horrific things are, and in fact, they have fanned the flames with their racist
rhetoric and dog-whistle tactics. The Church must abhor that kind of behavior and call it what it is:
unethical, immoral, and unchristian.
How the Capitol Police addressed this insurrection by President Trump’s supporters, in contrast to the
stark differences we witnessed in their overzealous display of force and preparedness during the
peaceful protest of Black Lives Matter supporters, clearly articulates what we have always known to be
true in this country. It is a painful reminder of how dangerous implicit bias is and can be within our
country
The events of January 6 were a tremendous failure of leadership. Through the wonders of technology,
we, and in fact, the world witnessed the desecration of our nation’s Capitol and an assault on our
democratic republic. The fabric of our democracy and the moral fate of our country were threatened. We
must replace the interest of the party with the interest of our country. We must commit ourselves not to
choose preference over principles, we must not choose party over principles, and ultimately, we must
not choose a person over principles. We, as Americans, pledge allegiance to the constitution.
The Capitol Building has now been secured, but our democracy still hangs in the balance during these
next few days, while we await the inauguration of our new president and vice-president. We, as a
country, and most importantly as Christians, cannot and must not remain passive or silent any longer.
What happened is not only horrible for our country, but it is a horrible Christian witness. We, the body
of Christ, must be vocal and steadfast in combatting and condemning hatred, bigotry, and injustice on
all levels.
The Church universal and The National Baptist Convention, USA, Inc., in particular, must continue to
fight for the soul of our country. As Christians, we must continue to pray for our people and our nation.
The Black church has always been a pillar for our communities, and its efforts have led to a truer form
of democracy. Our Convention must remain steadfast and true. With our prayers, actions, and with God
as our guide, better days are coming
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First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill History: Tennessee’s State Colored Men’s Convention
(Part II of II)
Submitted by: Bobby Lovett, PhD. (10/08/2012; revised Dec. 5, 2020)
Meanwhile, on August 12, 1865, the first of
some 20 Annual Colored Men’s Conventions
was reported by the Colored Tennessean,
published by free Negro William B. Scott &amp;
Sons on Capitol Ave, between Cherry (4th) and
College (2nd)—the first Negro edited and
owned newspaper in Tennessee; it promoted
Negro Emancipation. The Colored Tennessean
masthead proclaimed “Ethiopia shall soon
stretch out her hands to God.”—Psalms 68-31.
The highly respected Pastor of the First Colored
Baptist Church (today’s First Baptist Church,
Capitol Hill, FBCCH) Nelson G. Merry was a
delegate to the first Colored Men’s Convention
of Tennessee, held in 1865 August, at St. John’s
African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church (Dec.
1863- ) just blocks from First Colored Baptist
Church’s building near 8th Ave. N. and today’s
James Robertson Parkway. St. John AMEC was
the earliest AME congregation organized by
Bishop Daniel Payne in the South since affiliated
“The African Church” organized by free Negroes
in Charleston (SC) had been shuttered as a
result of the Denmark Vesey slave plot (1822).
Nashville’s Negro congregations also included
Capers Memorial Methodist and Colored
Christian (Disciples of Christ).
The Rev. Merry, the first Negro to be ordained
and appointed by the local white Baptist to lead
a black congregation in Nashville, had the honor
of offering the prayers on the opening day.
Several black soldiers from USCT regiments
were delegates. Sergeant Henry J. Maxwell,
Battery A, 2nd USCT Light Artillery, spoke: “We
want the [human] rights guaranteed by the
Infinite Architect [God] . . . . For these rights we
labor; for them we will die. We have gained
one—the uniform [of the Union Army] is its
badge. We want two more boxes besides the
cartridge box—the ballot and the jury box. We
shall gain them. Let us work faithfully unto that
end.” Sgt. Maxwell became a brick masonry
contractor in Memphis; in 1867, he returned to
his native South Carolina and became a state
legislator and a prosperous building contractor.

Merry gave a more racially conciliatory speech,
but urged the delegates to demand equal rights
for freedmen and “not set your tongues to idle
noise.” Merry had been enslaved in 1824-1845.
James Lynch, of the Philadelphia-based AMEC,
had worked among the freedmen in Georgia
and South Carolina to set up similar state
conventions during the Reconstruction Era. He
urged the Tennessee delegates to “remind the
white men that we, too, are part and parcel of
the American Republic. We simply ask for those
inalienable rights which are inalienable. There
has been by implication unfriendly legislation in
Tennessee, but Tennessee has a master, and
that master is the United States. That master
has decided . . . we are entitled to our oaths.”
Gov. Brownlow (R) and many other leaders
believed Tennessee had done enough for
Congress to accept a delegation of congressmen
and fully restore Tennessee to the Union. But
the 1865 State Colored Men’s Convention
“Resolved. That we protest against the
congressional delegation from Tennessee being
received into the Congress of the United States
if the legislature of Tennessee does not grant
the [blacks’] petition set before it prior to
December 1, 1865.”
The Convention sent a thank you to Congress
for passage of the Freedmen’s Bureau bill over
President Andrew Johnson’s veto. The Colored
Men’s Convention also proclaimed “the first of
January [date of Lincoln’s Emancipation
Proclamation] through all time as days of
Jubilee for the colored people of Tennessee.”
Congress refused to seat Tennessee’s
delegation and any delegations from former
Rebel states until they met certain
requirements for Negro rights. Congress passed
the Civil Rights Act (1865) over Johnson’s veto.
Just prior to the whites’ riots, the Civil Rights
Act (1865) exonerated Robert R. Church Sr. for
violating Tennessee’s segregation law that
forbid Negro men and white women from
gathering in Church’s saloon and businesses.

First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill History: Tennessee’s State Colored Men’s Convention
(Conclusion)
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After the European Americans (whites) engaged the Memphis Race Riot (May 1-3, 1866), killing dozens of
African Americans (blacks), shooting Robert Church in the head and leaving him for dead, and burning down
every Negro church and newly opened freedmen’s school, the legislature granted rights to Negro citizens. A
congressional investigating committee arrived in Memphis and condemned the riots led mostly by Irish police
and firefighters. The mayor John Parks, an Irishman, arrogantly refused to approve any money for damages.
The First Colored Baptist Church on Martin Street indeed could not avoid involvement in these fast moving
events of Civil War &amp; Reconstruction; and since its independence in 1865 First Colored Baptist Church
remained an important Civil Rights link in Tennessee history. The name First Colored Baptist was changed in
1965 under Pastor Kelly Miller Smith Sr. during the Civil Rights Movement to a new name: the First Baptist
Church, Capitol Hill, of Nashville, Tennessee. Today, the Rev. Kelly Miller Smith Jr. is pastor of this historic
Baptist congregation.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Community Opportunities and Events
Covid Vaccine - ages 75+ years:
If you or someone you know are 75+ years of age and need a vaccine, please direct them to try this number:
(615) 341-4031. Callers should say they are a CHEN (Congregational Health and Educational Network)
Congregant. This is about 70 churches in the Nashville area. Everyone should also be prepared to state their
church. For more information, please contact Sis. Virginia McClain (vwilsonmc@aol.com)

Robert Churchwell Museum Magnet Elementary
This year we will celebrating Read Across America March 1-12, 2021. We invite you to
volunteer with us join our community partner ‘Book’Em, as we do virtual reading to our
students. There are different days, times, and different grades that are all available to
read with. Please click HERE for more information and to sign up by February 5. Thank
You!
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Prayer Request/Sick & Shut-in List
In order to keep our prayer list current, please let the church office know if you (or someone you know)
have changed address or if someone should be added to or removed from the prayer list.
Deacon Richard Dinkins
Sis. Jan Jones Carter
Sis. Rosa Mimms
Major Alicia R. Bodie
Sis. Elizabeth Backus
Wesley Common
1110 Marshall Road #6220
Greenwood, SC 29646
Bro. Derrick McDaniel
Good Samaritan Health &
Rehab
500 Hickory Hollow Terrace
Antioch, TN 37013

Sis. Rose McDonald
111 N. Carolina Ave. #204
Lexington, NC 27292

Sis. Leslie Williams
2929 Old Franklin Rd
Nashville, TN 37013

Sis. Maggie Roper
Green Hills Health & Rehab
3939 Hillsboro Circle
Nashville, TN 37215
Sis. Dorothy Vassall
Morningside of Belmont
1710 Magnolia Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37212

B I R T H D A Y S
2
3
4
6
7
8
12
14
15
16
17
18
19
21
22
23
24
25
27
28

FEBRUARY
Valinda Burks
Geri Easley
Sabrina Daughtdrill
Wesley Currie
Kourtlynn Greene
Jeffery Wood, Sr.
Billie Calloway
Richard Ewing, IV
Constantine Fenderson
Benita Lynch
George Timothy Haynes, II
Stephen Daniel
Ed Risby, Jr.
Lolita Slay
Johnny Allen
Cornelia Cruson
Gary Faulcon, II
Hortensia H. McFarland
Tammye Hawkins
George Hill
Kendra Deas
Andreana Breveard
Patricia Lane
Kenneth Cory
Syelah Haskins
Christopher Beard
Myshia L. Deaderick
Kathleen Wilkinson
Christopher Demonbreum
Dwight Lewis

1
3
4
5
6
7
9
10
11
12
13
14
20
21
23
24
25
26
27
29
30
31

MARCH
Dwight Lewis
Jamal Robinson
DeJuan Foster
Candace Nunn
Tondreona Chandler
Vernoris Johnson
Gerald Schrader
Sebastian Daughtdrill
Tara McKnight Cheatham
Lynn Stewart
KeShona Chandler
Keshona Cox
Susan Mosely-Howard
Jonishay Acklin
Taylor Gentry
Doris Dismuke
Mai Olive Lusk
Kyrah Cruson
Willie M. Magee
Taylor McFarland
Marian Williams Patton
Sharanda Smith
Scotty Robinson
Miriam Currie
Frankie Jackson
Lyndsey Bass-Covington
Retha Buchanan
Tequila Johnson
Esther Caudle
James Chandler
Rosa Mimms
David Ewing
William Ewing, Sr.
Erica Adderly
John T. Howse

APRIL
1 Valerie Smith Molette
2 Ronald Collier
4 Erica Collier
Tavon McKnight
5 Paul E. Robertson, Esq.
6 Kristopher Currie
7 Elizabeth Backus
8 Gwendolyn H. Vincent
10 Robert Boone, Jr. Esq.
Isiah Daughtdrill
12 Kevin Carter
Myah Lipscomb
13 Derek Howard
15 Leonia Lawrence
16 Marjorie Davis
17 Francene Barbour
Dorothy Vassall
18 Marquentas S. Deaderick
23 Maia Payne
26 Tiara Boothe
29 Maggie Roper
Patrick Slay
Jeffery Wood, Jr.
30 Esther Wright

Christian Education
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February 2021 Readings and Sunday School Lessons
DAY
Monday, February 1st
Tuesday, February 2nd
Wednesday, February 3rd
Thursday, February 4th
Friday, February 5th
Saturday, February 6th
Sunday, February 7th
Adult: No Insignificant
Witnesses
Monday, February 8th
Tuesday, February 9th
Wednesday, February 10th
Thursday, February 11th
Friday, February 12th
Saturday, February 13th
Sunday, February 14th
Adult: Showing Loyalty
Monday, February 15th
Tuesday, February 16th
Wednesday, February 17th
Thursday, February 18th
Friday, February 19th
Saturday, February 20th
Sunday, February 21st
Adult: Risk Taker
Monday, February 22nd
Tuesday, February 23rd
Wednesday, February 24th
Thursday, February 25th
Friday, February 26th
Saturday, February 27th
Sunday, February 28th
Adult: Showing Generous
Hospitality

TOPIC
SCRIPTURE
Called to Evangelize
“Receive the Water of Life”
Revelation 21:1-7
“Jesus Declares ‘I Am from Above’”
John 8:21-30
“God’s Children Are Led by the Spirit”
Romans 8:12-17
“Simon and Andrew Are the First
Disciples”
John 1:37-42
“Galileans Philip and Nathaniel
Become Disciples”
John 1:43-51
“Jesus Heals the Son of a Galilean
Official”
John 4:43-54
“Samaritans Come to Jesus”
John 4:25-42
Youth: An Unusual Witness Emerges
Children: Come See Who I Know
in the Strangest Place
Called to Significance
“Jesus Appears to Paul”
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
“Present with Jesus at the Cross”
John 19:25b-30
“Spices Prepared to Anoint Jesus’ Body”
Mark 16:1-8
“Mary Magdalene Finds Tomb Empty”
John 20:1-9
“An Angle Confirms Jesus’ Resurrection to the
Women”
Matthew 28:1-10
“Jesus Appears; Disciples Are Sent into
Ministry”
John 20:19-23
“Mary Magdalene: Faithful Female Disciple”
Luke 8:1-3; Mark 15:40;
John 20:10-18
Youth: Being Faithful
Children: Loyal to the End
Priscilla: Called to Minister
“Paul Reflects on His Ministry”
2 Timothy 4:9-18
“Greetings to Saints in Jesus Christ”
Colossians 4:7-15
“The Holy Kiss Strengthens Ministry Bond”
2 Corinthians 13:1-13; 1
Thessalonians 5:23-28
“Ministry Shifts from Jews to Gentiles”
Acts 18:4-11
“A Roman Officials Refuses to Settle a Dispute”
Acts 18:12-17
“Greetings to All Sisters in Ministry”
Romans 16:1-2, 6-7, 12-13,
16
“Priscilla, Key Outreach Minister”
Acts 18:1-3, 18-21, 24-46;
Romans 16:3-4; 1 Corinthians 19
Youth: Risking Our Necks
Children: Sharing an Important
Message
Lydia: Called to Serve
“Don’t Complain but Serve One Another”
1 Peter 4:7-11
“Everyday Expressions of Hospitality”
Romans 15:22-23
“Hospitality Practiced in Jail and at Home”
Acts 16:35-40
“Hospitality Practiced by Widow and Bishop”
1 Timothy 5:9-10; 3:2
“Christ, God’s Power and Wisdom”
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
“Know Jesus Christ Crucified”
1 Corinthians 2:1-5
“Lydia Model of Hospitality Practice”
Acts 16:11-15; 1 Corinthians
1:26-30
Youth: Being Hospitable to All People
Children: Genuine
Hospitality
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Sermon Digests
“The Light of Christmas”
Pastor Kelly M. Smith, Jr.
John 1:4-9
Submitted by: Kathy Harrell
During the Christmas season as children, many of us
delighted in touring our neighborhoods and other local
sites that were so brightly decorated with Christmas lights
and nativity scenes. The lights were a special part of our
annual Christmas experience, but seeing those lights were
not what makes Christmas Christmas. It is seeing the Light
that only God can send in the world, in the person of Jesus
Christ.
December
20

The apostle John didn’t start his story by telling the birth
of a baby in a manger. He tells us that from the beginning
of time, Jesus was there. He lets us know that Jesus is the
Word of God and the Light of God. Light in principle, is
crucial for us. The first thing God created and the thing that
is most important for our ‘re-creation’ is light. That light
is Jesus Christ.
Point 1-The Light of Christmas is about surviving.
In Jesus Christ, we find the light to survive and provide us
with salvation. It teaches us about life and living and how
to navigate through the darkness’s of life. We must work
to bend toward our Light of truth, honor, dignity, and
justice for all. When we adjust in the direction of caring
about others and helping others, then we are promoting the
light of Jesus Christ.
Point 2- The Light of Christmas is about shining.
2020 was a year filled with a spirit of darkness’s: civil
rights violations, political discord, the continuing disparity
of resources, and even darkness within ourselves. But dark
times don’t last always; even in their midst, we are the
children of light -“The Lord is my light and my salvationwhom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of my lifeof whom shall I be afraid” (Psalm 27:1-2). Our light is
always within an arm’s reach. Just turn to Christ; He will
always come on and will never grow dim!
Point 3-The Light of Christmas is about sharing.
Like John the Baptist, we must be a witness for Jesus
Christ. Light is sharable. There is more than enough ‘light’
to have what we need; we must be Waymakers so we can
share with others and show those who may be struggling
or have lost their way. Share Jesus’ love, his goodness, his
mercy, and his grace. Even though we may not know our
way out of darkness, we do know that God will make a
way ‘somehow’! He will always provide us with the light
to get back to Him.

December
27

“Continuing in the Christmas Spirit”
Rev. Joe Ella Darby
Luke 2:39-40
Submitted by: Conra Collier

Vs. 20 - The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising
God for what they had seen.
When they returned, they were not quite as normal.
Thus, was the beginning of the transformation. The
transformation was the belief in what is possible.
Simeon praised God for keeping His promise to send a
Messiah. This was a transformative moment for
Simeon.
Jesus grew and became strong. Vs. 40 - We should
always acknowledge the grace of God in our lives,
regardless of whatever challenges we may be called on
to go through. We want to be strong, grow as a disciple,
and be authentic. Above all things, we must Trust God.
As we trust Him, we wait upon the Lord.
We practice being better and doing better in all things,
but we are not perfection. Do we abandon what
disappoints us? Are we discouraged during our prayer
and worship? Anna praised God's keeping His promise
to send a Messiah. We need wisdom to discern God's
will for us and we must be guided by godly wisdom. We
should always continue in the Christmas spirit (James
1:5).
Be grateful for the grace of God that covers our
difficulties. The Christmas spirit allows God's grace to
act within our lives. It is still alive. All things are
possible. See Him move us to a point of worship. It
follows us everywhere we go, every day.
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“The Benediction”
Pastor Kelly Miller Smith Jr.
January
Numbers 6:22-27
3
Submitted by: Deborah Luter
Normally when we think of a benediction, we think of the
words that are being said at the conclusion of a worship
service. In the context of worship services, it really is
designed to remind the people that the blessing of the Lord
will continue to go with them even as they leave the
place/time of worship.
This passage is referred to as the Priestly Benediction.
God told Moses to tell Aaron to tell his sons, who were the
priests, to go and bless the people. They had escaped from
Egypt and were in no man’s land. But God wanted them to
be reassured that God was with them. The word
benediction literally means “to speak well of”. The idea is
to promote goodness and wellbeing.
Point 1-The benediction is universal.
God tells Moses to tell Aaron to tell his sons that God
wants to bless all of Israel. God emphasizes that he wants
to bless everybody. Not just those who are the elite, but
everyone. We think our blessings come because of what
we do. But it is actually the other way around. We do what
we do because of our blessings. Our actions are a response
to the blessings God gives to us. That is what we learn
about the life of Jesus Christ as well.
Point 2-The benediction is honoring.
Verse 23 tells the sons of Aaron to bless the people. Verse
24 says the Lord bless you and keep you. The Hebrew
word for “bless” is barak. And the root meaning of barak
is to kneel. It is meaning to kneel to give someone
something.
It is God honoring the covenant God has made with us.
Point 3-The benediction is multidimensional.
There are layers to what God is going to do. He doesn’t
say the Lord will bless OR keep you. But he tells them that
he will bless them AND keep them, meaning honor and
protect them. Even with all the ways God blesses us, God
does not require us to do anything back to receive God’s
blessings. Our giving should always be a reflection of our
appreciation for what God is doing in our lives.
Point 4-The benediction is enduring.
Verse 27 instructs the sons of Aaron to ‘put my name on
the Israelites and I will bless them’. It is important that the
people know that this was God doing this. No matter about
the uncertainty of the future, we know that the blessings
of the Lord will endure.

“God’s Got This”
Pastor Kelly M. Smith, Jr.
January
Exodus 14:10-14
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Submitted by: Adrienne Fancher
All of us like to hear stories of deliverance. These stories
encourage us. We see that all is not lost. We have something
to look forward to. Deliverance is a process that can be
messy. Some people don’t want to deal with the mess and
prefer to forgo the deliverance.
God saw the misery of the Israelites and released them from
Egypt. Moses has to calm the people and reassure them that
God is going to take care of what looks like a bad situation.
WE KNOW GOD’S GOT THIS BECAUSE:
Point 1. God’s got us.
God tells us not to worry. What a blessing to know that with
everything upon us, God is claiming us. Make your
membership in a worshipping body [church] part of your life
story. Let the world know “I am who I am because of my
faith and the faithful body supporting me.” God’s got your
good stuff and your bad stuff.
Point 2. God is not deterred by the obstruction of
others.
The Israelites could see the external obstructions of
Pharaoh’s army and the Red Sea, but there were also internal
obstructions in their complaining and lack of faith in God’s
deliverance. The Glory of the Lord will be revealed [Isaiah
40:4-5]. God is going to help you regardless of obstructions.
God is helping to raise your valleys, level your mountains,
and straighten your crooked paths.

Point 3- God controls the bigger picture.
God has a bigger picture to show us if we are patient and
willing to look from a different perspective. Stacey Abrams
lost an election in 2018, but that loss allowed her to realize a
vision of electing a president and changing the Senate. Don’t
get caught up in small losses: God has a bigger picture for
you – often things you could not imagine!
When God does a Good Thing in your life, be sure to give
God the glory.
We can’t trust human beings to handle God-sized issues.
I don’t know what tomorrow will bring, but I know
whatever “this” is... God’s Got This!

I don’t know what tomorrow will bring, but I know
whatever “this” is... God’s Got This!
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“Channeling Our Inner David”
Pastor Kelly Miller Smith Jr.
1 Samuel 17:31-37
Submitted by: Kathy Harrell

Expressions of Gratitude

All of us like a good David and Goliath story. This
story is one of the most familiar ‘underdog’ stories in
the Bible.
In today’s Sermon title, “channeling involves
consciously shifting your mind and mental space in
order to achieve an expanded state of consciousness”.
It means that you are focused and tuned in to
accomplishing what is necessary. So, in this story, we
are not simply rooting for David to win. We want to be
David!
Point 1-Channeling our inner David means we are
committed to the cause.
Channeling does mean doing something because you
‘have’ to. It means that you are committed to a particular
cause. Martin L. King, Jr. channeled himself to the cause
of justice and civil rights. Yes, there are those who must
respond in a certain way for or against certain things. But
those who respond to situations voluntarily in the midst of
risk, or danger, or even to something that is not directly
affect them, then that is channeling your inner David.
Stepping up to the plate!
Point 2-Channeling our inner David means we are
using the best that we have.
When we are focused on championing something we are
compelled to undertake; we may not have the longest list
of skills that ‘seem’ to make us qualified for the job.
Remember that David’s only title was a shepherd boy. But
we must each use what God has given us. It does not
matter how many educational degrees we have or how
many jobs we have had. God has equipped us with our own
‘sword’, so we are able to be victorious against our giants.
Point 3-Channeling our inner David means we are faith
driven.
Faith can be risky. Yet, even after David witnessed the
hopelessness among King Saul and his men, David
continued to step out on faith, knowing that God would
deliver him. Like David, we too must realize that the battle
is not ours, it is not against us. The battle is the Lord’s.
We will not win our fight against the goliaths of this world
by our own hands, but only by the Hand of God!

Deacons of the Week for February 2021
Week of

Deacon

Phone#

7th

Ernest Dismuke

(615) 876-3522

14th

Emmitt Hayes

(615) 790-7312

21st

Brian Wood
Ronald
McFarland, Sr.

(615) 259-0623

28th

(615) 331-0564
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625 Rosa L. Parks Boulevard at Nelson Merry Street | Nashville, TN 37203
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Kelly M. Smith Jr., Pastor

Our Mission
z

First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill is Building, Restoring, and Revitalizing lives through
Jesus Christ.

Our Vision

Love God, Make Disciples, Serve Community
\
]]]]
Looking
for a Church Home?
If you are looking for a church home, we encourage you to come and visit us! There are several ways to become
a member of FBCCH.
Baptism - when a person is willing to initially express a belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and is willing
to live one’s life according to His will. Baptism is the symbolic initiation into the Christian faith.
Christian Experience - when a person who has previously been a member of another church chooses to unite with
FBCCH, believing this to be the place for one’s spiritual nurturing. These people have already been baptized and
have committed a faith relationship with Jesus Christ.
Watchcare - when a person wishes to have his or her membership with FBCCH while he or she is temporarily
living in the city.
Associate - when a person who has a membership in another church wishes to have a membership in FBCCH.
Restoration - when a former member chooses to rejoin FBCCH.
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Editor-in-Chief

Sermon Digest Reporters
Kelly M. Smith Jr.
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Conra G. Collier
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Bobby L. Lovett
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Reporter-at-Large

Beverly M. Brown
Kathy Harrell
Adrienne Fancher

Sharanda Smith
Carole McDaniel

Susan Howard
Sheila Littleton
Deborah Luter
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Evelyn Fancher
Lueatrice Green Lovett
Carole McDaniel

Scheduling Access to Church Buildings
To all groups needing entry and use of the church, sanctuary, and Ennix-Jones Center during the week, please
call the church office at 615-255-8757 in advance of your event. This is to ensure personnel are available to
allow entry and to have a record for security purposes. Your cooperation is highly appreciated.
Please send all electronic correspondence to: fbcch13@gmail.com.

