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PASTOR’S PEN

“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever”, shows up six different times in the Bible. It is the
exhortation for the people to give thanks to God for the things God has done for them. Though the words may be similar,
each time it is used the intent of the writer is different. In 1 Chronicles: 16:34, the passage is asking for the response of
the people when David the king of Israel brought the ark of the covenant (which represents the presence of God) back to
the city of Jerusalem. Psalm 106:1 speaks of the power, graciousness and mercy of God. Psalm 107:1 is about the
redeeming love of God. Psalm 118:1 and Psalm 136:1 speak of God’s enduring love and the power God uses for His
people. Each writer comes brings his/her own perspective as to why God is to be thanked.
As we are in the month when we celebrate Thanksgiving, we too must understand the importance of our giving thanks to
the Lord. Part of the beauty of our relationship with God is that the things each of us is thankful for can be, and in reality
is, different than the next person. And yet it is just as pertinent and relevant as anyone else’s reasoning for giving thanks.
Even our reasoning and way of giving thanks may be varied, but equally as valid. Some will thank God by declaration.
Some will thank God in their approach to worship. Some will thank God through their actions and deeds. Some will
thank God through their benevolence towards others. Still others will thank God with their tithes and offering. Many find
it important for them to thank God in more than one way. When we think of the goodness of God and all God has done
for us we find that one way is not good enough.
Since March of 2020 we have been in the throes of this coronavirus pandemic. It has caused us to radically alter the way
in which we live. We have lost loved ones. We have had to make some tough decisions on what to do and what not to do
to stay safe and to ensure the safety of family and friends. Yet, even now there are many reasons for still giving thanks to
the Lord. Let me give you a “starter list”:
• Thank God for our living.
• Thank God for family/friends/loved ones.
• Thank God for a reasonable portion of health and strength.
• Thank God for God’s presence in good and difficult times.
• Thank God for places and opportunities to worship.
• Thank God for guidance.
• Thank God for the opportunity communicate (speaking and hearing) with us.
• Thank God for sparing our lives, even when we have done wrong (mercy).
• Thank God for protecting us from “dangers seen and unseen” (grace).
• Thank God for divine intimacy that draws us close.
This does not exhaust the list. Take the time to add your own reasons for thankfulness. Your list should be as thoughtful,
as long and as personal as it needs to be in thinking about the goodness of God.
•
•
•

I thank God for ________________________________________________________
I thank God for ________________________________________________________
I thank God for ________________________________________________________

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever! Happy Thanksgiving!
Kelly M. Smith Jr.
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DISCIPLESHIP MOMENT
Meet Sekou Writes

“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.”
~Matthew 7:7
Submitted by Rev. Joe Ella Darby, Assistant to the Pastor for Discipleship
How did you come to get involved serving with
FBCCH? It was an experiment. In Nov. 2019, it was
suggested that I start volunteering in person. I didn’t
think I was going to do it. When I came to visit my mom,
I heard the call for volunteers, so I talked to Rev. Martin.
He got me on the calendar. I was apprehensive because
I’ve never worked with the unhoused before and it
seemed familiar to those volunteering that night. That
night changed my life in many ways that I would have
never pictured. It helped my life make a pivot. This is 1year anniversary of me creating HERO Hoodie ministry
and that desire started that night at the Room in the Inn.
Who knew that more than a year later, I would still be
working with the unhoused!
How do you intentionally live out your call to serve?
I feel that I’m moving in the rhythm of God’s grace. The
work leads the way. What I mean by that is it has grown
and evolved over the years so I feel like the work is
leading me instead of me leading the work. Recently, on
my runs, I have started giving to the unhoused. I’ve
started running with a backpack filled with supplies
(mostly clothes, canned goods, etc.) to give out. So again,
I feel like the work is leading me.
How are you hearing from God regarding your
evolution? After that first volunteer experience, I started
feeling like the work was leading me. I just thought I was
going to volunteer for one night, but I remember being
captivated by one of the men I met that night. He asked
a lot of questions and I kept thinking about how to best
serve him. That led to me to bring more things to help
with Room in the Inn. And that led me to think about
some warm. At the same time, an article came out about
me being a hero. To wrap my mind around that, I created
an acronym to help with that and then that’s how this
warm clothing idea came about in the HERO ministry.
Now that I’m in NY, the unhoused look differently. I was
running by them every morning and then I started
thinking how to serve them, which led to me creating an
Amazon Wishlist for the backpack drop off. Some items
are based on what’s being requested like toilet paper,
tuna packs, feminine hygiene products and gift cards.

I get my downloads regarding the next steps when I run.
These downloads are leading me down God’s path.
What are some spiritual practices that you enjoy that
helps you to stay connected to God? I have a practice
that I call my Zen, which is being calm and quiet in
order to ground myself. I try to read, write, meditate,
pray and do affirmations every morning. Running has
become a part of my routine. The longer I run, the more
gets downloaded from God; so running has become a
part of my daily practice.
How would you encourage others in their spiritual
journey? Make room for God. None of things we are
discussing, I ever imagined for myself. I feel like I got
a peek into God’s plan for my life. You have to be open
to the nudges, having your antennas up to receive
downloads. If I hadn’t followed my friend’s advice to
volunteer, I wouldn’t have volunteered with the Room
in the Inn. That wouldn’t have led to the HERO
ministry. It’s not like working with unhoused was on my
radar and now it’s such a major part of my life and how
others identify me. I’ve now started a charity run where
I’ve been running every day since June 1, 2020, and
people have been making pledges per mile or giving a
donation. 100% of the proceeds go to 8 non-profits in 4
cities, all work with the unhoused. So, far, I’ve run 377
miles of my 500 goals and raised $2.5K of my $5K goal.
It’s amazing, so stay opened to God.
Anything else you want to share? I remember my high
school teacher saying, “An object in motion tends to
stay in motion and an object at rest tends to stay at rest.”
When I volunteered, I was at a comfortable place in life.
But when I got in motion, that momentum affected so
much of my life. So stay in motion and never think
you’ve done enough or achieved enough. An object in
motion stays in motion.
Ways to help give back (Go to sekouwrites.com)
1. Buy something on my amazon wish list
2. Make a donation/pledge.
3. Buy some 1-for-1 HERO gear.

MISSION AT YOUR DOORSTEP
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“The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me.” Matthew 25:40 NIV

Submitted by Rev. Dr. Arrold N. Martin, Assistant to the Pastor
God has called us to be His hands and feet in a world which may not always seem to be fair to its citizens. Thus,
we are challenged with how we respond for those in crisis, be it of their on making or by no cause of their own.
Your contributions provide us with the resources to respond to those in need. Hopefully next year we will no
longer be in COVID mode, and we can resume our Winter Shelter program with Room In The Inn. May God
continue to bless the Benevolence Ministry and those who receive aid through your generosity.
Your Benevolence Dollars at Work 2020-2021
FBCCH Church Members: 9
Community Families: 41
Funeral Assistance: 2
Institutional Support:
Hands on Nashville, Tornado Relief
Nashville Rescue Mission
Room In The Inn

Hurricane Relief:
Progressive National Baptist Convention,
Haiti
American Baptist Convention USA-OGHS,
Haiti
First Metropolitan Church, Houston TX
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Pursuing Justice
Submitted by guest writer, Rev. Seth Martin, M.Div., Lead
Pastor at The Brook Community Church (Minneapolis, MN)
It is strange that the most heinous display of injustice in history was an
affirmation of the trustworthiness of God and His commitment to justice. Jesus’ crucifixion was in fact unjust
from a legal and earthly perspective. There is no doubt about that. And yet, it was the just punishment that was
deserved by all of humanity as sinners against a Holy God. But, thanks be to God for Jesus. While an atoning
death narrative is reassuring to every believer for salvation and eternity, the reality of God’s holy, righteous, and
just character should inform how we live out our lives on earth.
Justice is not only a concept but a characteristic that should show itself in our actions. Pursuing justice is actively
identifying the perverted systems, people, and practices that violate God’s holy standard and lead to the oppression
and offense against others; and then working to dismantle them. This is the task of every redeemed person. It’s
the requirement of God that Micah gives us (Micah 6:8). It’s the command of God in the opening words of Isaiah
(Isaiah 1:17). It’s what our fore parents pursued with their whole being; some giving their last full measure of
devotion for it. It’s what I did in my own city of Minneapolis with the prophetic protest of the murders of Breonna
Taylor and George Floyd. It is a part of living up to the call of God on every believer when He says “to be holy
for I am Holy.” Reflecting the character of God means pursuing justice.
One of my favorite movies is the movie, Life, starring Martin Lawrence and Eddie Murphy. It is branded as a
comedy and lives up to that branding. However, the plot of the movie is indeed a tragedy. Two black men in the
early 20th century are unjustly tried and convicted for a murder by white men. They are sentenced to life in prison
and spend the entirety of the movie attempting to escape their imprisonment. The tone and tenor of this story
somehow remains lighthearted despite it being a depiction of the disheartening real and regular occurrence of
false incarceration of black men. The films showed black peoples unique ability to maintain joy in suffering. But
more than that, the characters played by Eddie and Martin displayed the resilience and fortitude to continue to
purse purpose even when life doesn’t go as planned. They pursued freedom and liberation until they saw it. That
same regular pursuit is the epitome of what the scripture tells us to do when it says to seek justice. It’s a call to
chase the character of God, which is displayed through the active pursuit of justice and freedom.

FBCCH Fall Donation Drive

1 Drive - 2 Opportunities to Donate!

Benefiting the students and families of
Robert Churchwell Museum Magnet Elementary School
Please pack all items in a paper or reuseable shopping bag:

1 can of cranberry sauce
2 cans of green beans
2 boxes of stuffing mix
2 boxes of cornbread mix
2 boxes of instant mashed potatoes
2 packets or jars of gravy
1 dessert (cake or dessert mix)

Please drop-off your completed Thanksgiving food bag at the church by Sunday, November 14th. If
you have questions, please feel free to email church office at fbcch13@gmail.com.

Project Love Strong is having their annual Hoodies for the Homeless. Please donate gently used/new
blankets, hoodies, and sleeping bags to the
church by Sunday, November 14th. If you’re
interested in voluntering on December 4th (122pm) please contact Elder Albry Lockar via at
(theFourTwelveCommunity@gmail.com).
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Prayer Request/Sick & Shut-in List

In order to keep our prayer list current, please let the church office know if you (or someone you know)
have changed address or if someone should be added to or removed from the prayer list.
Deacon Richard Dinkins
Sis. Jan Jones Carter
Sis. Rosa Mimms
Major Alicia R. Bodie
Bro. Derrick McDaniel
Good Samaritan Health & Rehab
500 Hickory Hollow Terrace
Antioch, TN 37013

Sis. Rose McDonald
111 N. Carolina Ave. #204
Lexington, NC 27292
Sis. Leslie Williams
2929 Old Franklin Rd
Nashville, TN 37013

Sis. Maggie Roper
Green Hills Health & Rehab
3939 Hillsboro Circle
Nashville, TN 37215

BIRTHDAYS
NOVEMBER
1 Jamal Buchanan
2 Kevin Copeland
3 Kamryn Cruson
Karmyn Cruson
Asalean Springfield
5 Terry Deas
7 Luke Molette
8 Jesse Carter
9 Evelyn Okediji
10 Robert Boone
Jeffrey Saintil
11 Alice Smith Risby
15 Lois Suttles
16 Clara Elam
Learotha Williams
17 Dawann Westbrook
18 Jasmine Easley
19 William (Bill) McDaniel
Christina Slay
20 Aaron Powell, Jr.
Spencer Washington, II
Rita Williams-Seay
21 Titus J. Wootson
22 Carol Boone
Adrienne Fancher
Howard Smith, Jr.
23 Skyler Washington
25 Jan M. Carter
Melody Neely
Allison Wootson
27 Dorothy Fort
30 Fanchetter D. Ennix

1
2
3
4
5
7
8
14
15
17
18
22
23
24
25
31

December
Kayla Cruson
Gary Faulcon
Barbara Doughty
Kelly Copeland
Deborah Luter
Ilee Wade
Linda Thompson
Torrie Washington
Ashley Glotta
Bernice Barnes
Tondrick Chandler
Vicki Todd-Stubbs
Corey Grimes
Brenda Duff
Nia Tolbert
Bettye Springfield
Leon Deadrick
Barry Hobbs
Myles Sydney
Vonda McDaniel
Ivan Davis, Jr.
Gloria T. Westbrook
Breanna Grimes
Cora Johnson
Valerie Robinson
Jacqueline Knight

January
1
2
5
6
7
9
11
13
14
15
20
21
22
24
26
27
28
29
31

Elizabeth Davis
Gabriel Bryson
Kelando Townsend
Tamia C. McKnight
Diane Robertson
Timarion J. Smith
Betty Wilson
Bobby Lovett
Marshawn Miller
Karen Brown
Kathy Harrell
Ronald McFarland, Sr.
Nina Lockert
Brooke McFarland
Jessica Powell
Kathleen Wilkinson
Sean Wood
M. Inez Crutchfield
Jason Robertson
Diantay Powe Westbrook
Robert Greene
Lueatrice Lovett
Adrian Samuels
Evelyn Gaines-Guzman
Carole McDaniel
James Lowe, III
Noah Kirk
Hortense Jones
Lance Molette
Virginia W. McClain
Evan Smith-Erving

Christian Education

November 2021 Readings and Sunday School Lessons
DAY

Monday, November 1st
Tuesday, November 2nd
Wednesday, November 3rd
Thursday, November 4th
Friday, November 5th
Saturday, November 6th
Sunday, November 7th
Adult: The Rest of the Story
Monday, November 8th
Tuesday, November 9th
Wednesday, November 10th
Thursday, November 11th
Friday, November 12th
Saturday, November 13th
Sunday, November 14th
Adult: Who’s in Charge Here?
Monday, November 15th
Tuesday, November 16th
Wednesday, November 17th
Thursday, November 18th
Friday, November 19th
Saturday, November 20th
Sunday, November 21st
Adult: Family Restored
Monday, November 22nd
Tuesday, November 23rd
Wednesday, November 24th
Thursday, November 25th
Friday, November 26th
Saturday, November 27th
Sunday, November 28th
Adult: No Difference
Monday, November 29th
Tuesday, November 30th
Wednesday, December 1st
Thursday, December 2nd
Friday, December 3rd
Saturday, December 4th
Sunday, December 5th

TOPIC
All People Praise God
“May God’s Ways Be Known”
“The Nations Flock to Mount Zion”
“Make Disciples of All Nations”
“Gentiles Seek the Lord”
“All the Nations Will Glorify God”
“God’s Servants Are Sealed”
“Multitudes Praise God”
Youth: The End of the Story
Praise for God’s Eternal Reign
“Clap Your Hands, All You Peoples”
“An Everlasting Kingdom”
“Glory to God, Now and Forever”
“The Lord Is King Forever”
“God’s Faithful Witnesses”
“The Lord is Robed in Majesty”
“A Crescendo of Praise”
Youth: Who’s in Charge?
Rejoicing in Heaven
“A Vision of Praise”
“Let the Heavens Be Glad”
“Let All God’s Angels Worship Him”
“King of Kings, Lord of Lords”
“God Judges the Wicked”
“The Lord Rejoices over You”
“The Lord Almighty Reigns”
Youth: Ready!
Good News for All
“God Speaks to a Pagan King”
“An Angel Speaks to Cornelius
“A Vision of Inclusion”
“The Queen of Shema Blesses God”
“A Centurion Comes to Jesus”
“Peter enters Cornelius’s House”
“God Shows No Partiality”
Youth: No Favorites
The Meaning of Faith
“The Law of Justice”
“Follow the Path of God’s Law”
“Discern the Good, Acceptable, & Perfect”
“The Written Law and the Ark of Wood”
“Jesus Fulfills the Law”
“Curses upon Disobedience”
“Obey the Statutes and Ordinances”
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SCRIPTURE
Psalm 67
Isaiah 2:1-5
Matthew 28:16-20
Zechariah 8:18-23
Psalm 86:1-11
Revelation 7:1-8
Revelation 7:9-17
Children: It’s A Celebration
Psalm 47
Daniel 4:34-37
Jude 20-25
Psalm 10:12-18
Revelation 11:3-10
Psalm 93
Revelation 11:11-19
Children: Unique Celebration
Isaiah 6:1-8
1 Chronicles 16:22-34
Hebrews 1:-14
Revelation 19:9-16
Revelation 19:17-21
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Revelation 19:1-8
Children: Everyone Rejoice
Genesis 20:1-7, 14-16
Acts 10:1-8
Acts 10:9-22
1 Kings 10:1-9
Luke 7:1-10
Psalm 16
Acts 10:34
Children: Including Everyone
Deuteronomy 5:6-21
Deuteronomy 5:23-33
Romans 12:1-2, 9-12
Deuteronomy 10:1-11
Matthew 5:17-20
Deuteronomy 27:14-26
Deuteronomy 5:1-3; 10:12-13;
28:1-2
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MINISTRY OF STEWARDSHIP MANAGEMENT

Sermon Digests
September
19

Taking Life Head On - ”Aging”
(3rd Sermon in Series):
Pastor Kelly M. Smith, Jr.
Psalm 71:17-18
Submitted by: Kathy Harrell

September
26

Taking Life Head On – “Death”
(4th/last Sermon in Series)
Pastor Kelly M. Smith, Jr.
1 Corinthians 15:51-58
Submitted by: Beverly M. Brown

Growing older is a weight God desires to help us carry.
Aging is a normal part of living; if we keep living, we will
grow old. Yet, even in our aging, God desires to be present
with us.

Proclaiming the Power of the Resurrection in 1
Corinthians 15:50-58 enhances our understanding of the
resurrection by explaining facets of the resurrection of
the body.

We enjoy longevity of life simply because God has shown
God’s grace upon us. It is not because we are good,
faithful, or perfect. Life is about quality and not quantity
of years.

“The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law;
but thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 15:54-57). The
believer’s calling - my beloved brethren, be steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord” (1
Corinthians 15:58).

Our scripture helps us to see aging in different ways.
Point 1-Aging allows us to see the faithfulness of God.
The Psalmist points out that God has been with him/her
since their youth and done marvelous deeds in their life. It
does not matter where we are on our faith journey, or how
many times we may have fallen by the side, we know that
God is faithful. Our lives change from day to day and year
to year; God is the only constant in our lives. God works
with each of us individually based on our situation.
Point 2-Aging allows us time to take care of unfinished
business. Like the Psalmist, we may have a concern that
God might abandon or forsake us in old age. But we must
understand that God is not keeping us here ‘UNTIL’ we
have taken care of unfinished business. Rather, while we
are here, we need to take care of our unfinished business.
Each of us may have several things that we need to take
care of on our ‘to do’ list. At the top of everyone’s list
should be what Jesus commands us to do: ‘love one
another’ (John 13:34-35). Broken or frayed relationships
need to be reconciled. Age and aging give us time to fix
things before it is too late.
Point 3-Aging allows us to harvest our story. The
Psalmist wants to declare the Lord’s power to the next
generation by telling his story of what the Lord has done
in his life. In the agricultural world, farmers have a season
for planting and a fall season for harvesting the fruits of
their labor. Many of us are in the ‘fall’ of our lives and we
need to harvest our story and share the fruits of our labor.
Our story needs to be words of praise knowing that our
lives belong to the eternal God who has been with us every
step of the way in our aging journey.

Pastor Smith expressed that most people do not want to
talk, discuss, or speak of death; instead, they use soft
terminologies such as expired, transitioned, got out of
here, resting in peace, lost the battle, breathed their last
breath, etc. Elizabeth Kubler Ross’s five stages of death
are now known as grief which consist of denial, anger,
bargaining, depression, and acceptance.
Point 1-God/Christ Jesus people are to look at death
through the eyes of faith. Pastor Smith shared a special
and personal reflection regarding the uncertainty of death
as he sat at his father’s bedside during his illness before
his death in 1984. Death is a mystery that is not easily
explained in words. But remember, God/Christ is in
charge; even, when tears may flow and that is ok.
Point 2-We look at death through the eyes of release.
The human body takes on a spirit of immortality.
Adequate nutrition is still needed by the survivors even
when there is no appetite and when someone you care for
transitions to eternity. The survivors of deceased must
keep the faith and know they can survive or live on.
Point 3-Death is to be seen through the eyes of victory.
Death can contribute to an individual experiencing
depression, loss of faith, or feel like giving up on life and
living. Human beings must hold on to their faith and
know that God/Christ Jesus is your anchor to see you
through and in time one can thrive. Just trust and know
He is with you. Amen, Amen, Amen.
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October
3

“The Church Matters”
(1st in Loyalty Month Series)
Pastor Kelly M. Smith, Jr.
Matthew 16:13-18
Submitted by: Deborah Luter

October
10

“The Congregation Matters”
(2nd in Loyalty Month Series)
Pastor Kelly M. Smith, Jr.
1 Peter 2:9-10
Submitted by: Adrienne Fancher

Over the past 2000 years there has been no institution that
has been more instrumental in shaping the course of
human history than the church. The church was established
on the day of Pentecost. Colleges, universities, hospitals
and many other institutions were established by the
church. Human history is indebted to the church.

Peter’s letter is to people under persecution. He reassures
them: “you are a chosen people.” A church is about the
gathering of people. Even though in-person church
attendance fell off during the pandemic, it would be
deceptive to evaluate the health of a church by
attendance under these circumstances.

Yet, we have come to an age when there are those who
question if the church is still relevant. And it is not just
those who are external to the church, but those who are
part of the fabric of the church. They see declining
attendance, scandals, abuse, established traditions and
practices that have nothing to do with faith and salvation,
but with form and fashion. Which leaves us to ponder the
question does the church really matter?

A congregation is a community of Faith, gathered by
common beliefs and perspectives. Churches are meant
for people to be there for each other. Some people
think churches have lost relevance, and they embrace
spirituality without the structure of organized religion.
However, the congregation still matters because we
still need community!

Point 1-The congregation matters so we may show
Jesus asks the disciples who do people say the son of man our distinction. As a chosen people, you must act
is? Jesus and his disciples are standing in a temple for the differently. Get rid of malice, deceit, hypocrisy, and
slander. Superficial characteristics of Christians are
god Pan and he is watching as people are worshiping this
dead idol god. Jesus is seeking to gauge how people were “proper” clothing and “churchy” words. Jesus tells us
perceiving him. But Jesus uses that as a set up question to how to show our Christianity: love one another [John
13:35]. To love one another, our motives are always
find out how they see Him. “Who do you say that I am?”
rooted in love. Act because you love and care about
Peter said, you are the Christ, son of the living God.
Point 1-The church matters because it gives us a new another’s well-being. Show others that you are trying to
identity Jesus gave Simon the nickname “Pet
er”, which lift them up. Be willing to sacrifice. Let love be your
means rock. But in the language Jesus spoke He was reason for all you say and do.
saying “and your name is Cephas (Rock)and upon this
cephas (rock) I will build my church. What was also so Point 2. The congregation matters so we may develop
interesting is that Peter was not a perfect person. Yet Jesus our spirituality. The congregation is the nurturing
found it necessary to establish his church on such a flawed ground for us to know how to love Jesus. The church is
person as Peter. We must realize that the church was the foundation of Christian Education. We make
designed to be built on those who are flawed. That assumptions about what people know: don’t assume all
churchgoers know the foundations of our faith. People
demonstrates the power of God.
Point 2-The church matters because the gates of Hades with a strong spiritual basis have been able to weather
are still open. The word Hades means death. What Jesus this pandemic well by leaning on their faith.
is saying here is that the gates of death cannot prevail
against the church. There are those who may question that,
considering death has been so pervasive lately.
Point 3-The church matters because it builds spiritual
capacity Jesus tells us that the church will be built in such
a manner that the gates of Hades will not overcome it. It’s
hard out here for Christians today.So many things try to
steal our religion. Though the times are hard and
challenging for us the church is design
ed to help us build
the capacity to deal with whatever comes our way. T
church still matters!

Point 3. The congregation matters so we may share
our God story. The value of telling the story is that not
every story is the same. Your story is unique. Tell your
story so that others will hear and know God’s Love – not
to boast – but to tell your story in a way that points to
God. Tell about how God has been there for you. Your
testimony will help others, and they may tell your story to
someone else.
Congregations reinforce that we are different.
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First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill

625 Rosa L. Parks Boulevard at Nelson Merry Street | Nashville, TN 37203
www.firstbaptistcapitolhill.org

Kelly M. Smith Jr., Pastor

Our Mission
First Baptist Church, Capitol Hill is Building, Restoring, and Revitalizing lives through
Jesus Christ.

Our Vision

Love God, Make Disciples, Serve Community

Looking for a Church Home?
If you are looking for a church home, we encourage you to come and visit us! There are several ways to become
a member of FBCCH.
Baptism - when a person is willing to initially express a belief in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and is willing
to live one’s life according to His will. Baptism is the symbolic initiation into the Christian faith.
Christian Experience - when a person who has previously been a member of another church chooses to unite with
FBCCH, believing this to be the place for one’s spiritual nurturing. These people have already been baptized and
have committed a faith relationship with Jesus Christ.
Watchcare - when a person wishes to have his or her membership with FBCCH while he or she is temporarily
living in the city.
Associate - when a person who has a membership in another church wishes to have a membership in FBCCH.
Restoration - when a former member chooses to rejoin FBCCH.

Torch Staff
Editor-in-Chief

Kelly M. Smith Jr.

Editor

Conra G. Collier

Church History Editor

Bobby L. Lovett

Member Spotlight Editor
Reporter-at-Large

Sermon Digest Reporters
Beverly M. Brown
Kathy Harrell
Adrienne Fancher

Sharanda Smith
Carole McDaniel

Susan Howard
Sheila Littleton
Deborah Luter
Proofreaders
Evelyn Fancher
Lueatrice Green Lovett
Carole McDaniel

Scheduling Access to Church Buildings
To all groups needing entry and use of the church, sanctuary, and Ennix-Jones Center during the week, please
call the church office at 615-255-8757 in advance of your event. This is to ensure personnel are available to
allow entry and to have a record for security purposes. Your cooperation is highly appreciated.
Please send all electronic correspondence to: fbcch13@gmail.com.

